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All set for coming elections 

Government wins debate on single 
vote system despite opposition 


By Haradan A) Hajj 

Special la The Slur 

LAST SUNDAY marked the 
most heated debate in the life 
or this parliament, when the 
Lower House discussed the 
temporary one-man-one-vote 
election law in the presence of 
76 deputies. They were 
divided between opponents, 
who want the government to 
present a new "modem and 
civilized electoral law" as 
promised, and supporters. 

After a long and often 
heated debate, the single vote 
law was approved by a major¬ 
ity of 51 votes, despite the 
protest of opposition deputies.- 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim A1 Kabariti called on 
the House to pass the law 
promising that ihe government 
will undertake to submit a new 
draft law that would cover all 
the gaps in the current [tempo¬ 
rary] law. This would be how¬ 
ever after consultation with 
popular political, social and 
professional activists. 

Thus, any new draft law' will 
basically rest on the one-man- 
one-ivote formula. Any 
changes or amendments there¬ 
after will take into considera¬ 
tion controversial aspects, like 
the administrative divisions, 
the age of the voter, supervi¬ 
sion over elections, making 
Jordan a one electoral district, 
the possibility of canceling the 
quota and. other minor 



Opposition failed to make a point 


changes. 

A new draft law is cur¬ 
rently being studied by a gov¬ 
ernment committee on the 
basis of the single vote system 
to avoid any misunderstanding 
or disapproval by the majority 
of people. The Star has 
learned. However, there is a 
possibility of reviewing the 
issue or seats allocated to 
Christians. Chechens and Cir¬ 
cassians. The Christian quota 
will be abolished—it is 
thought that the present quota 
gives them a wider representa¬ 
tion than they really deserve. 

During the session disputes 


erupted between deputies und 
the government, and among 
deputies on the one hand and 
Speaker Sa’ad Hayel AI Srnor. 
on the other. 

The session also witnessed 
a verbal confrontation 
between Toujan Faisal and AI 
Sroor. as the former described 
the session as unconstitutional 
because it was convened 37 
minutes late. According to 
Lower House internal regula¬ 
tions. the speaker is supposed 
to fix another date if the ses¬ 
sion is delayed for more half 
an hour. 

Faisal later said ironically 


that when the next elections 
.ire held a (.voiding (<i the sin¬ 
gle %»>lc system and it any can¬ 
didate contests, then he will 
win the case because neither 
the law nor the session are 
constitutional. 

When Faisal accused Al 
Sroor of blemishing the dignity 
of the Lower House, he 
ordered her to lease the 
session 

Another stormy argument 
look place between Islamic 
deputy Abdullah Akaileh and 
Farah Al Rabadhi tChristian i. 
They hurled verbal abuse at 
each other. Hence, the prime 
minister interfered and the ses¬ 
sion was suspended for half an 
hour until a reconciliation 
between the two deputies was 
reached. 

Another verbal clash took 
place when deputy Trad AI 


Qadhi accused the Minister of 
Interior A wad Khleifat of forg¬ 
ing the elections. Khleifat 
reacted nervously and refuted 
such j claim since he was not 
in charge during previous elec¬ 
tions This tussle ended by Al 
Qadhi apologizing to Khleifat. 

However, despite resuming 
the session, ihe situation 
remained tense. 

Fur their part the opposition, 
led hv the Islamic Action 
Front, strongly criticized the 
temporary election law el aim¬ 
ing that it undermines national 
unity, encourages tribalism 
and reinforces sectarianism. 

They also described it as 
undemocratic and inefficient. 
The Islamists tear that the law 
aims at limiting their represen¬ 
tation in the House. 

Continued on page 2 






• Jordan is likely to be 
affected by a cold mass 
coming from North 
Europe causing tempera¬ 
tures to plunge and rain 
to folk Thursday and Fri¬ 
day, according to the 
weatherman. Snow is 
expected to fall in the 
coming days over the 
high mountains of Ajloun 
and Al Sharah. 



His Majesty King Hussein received last Tuesday Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat at Al 
Nadwa Palace in the presence of His Royal Highness Prince Hassan. Arafat congratu¬ 
lated the King on a successful knee surgery. The two leaders discussed the latest develop¬ 
ments on the peace process after the implementation of the Hebron deal President Arafat 
and Prince Hassan held a meeting in which they reviewed bilateral relations and agreed 
to hold the Joint Jordanian-Palestinian Higher Committee to reactivate the agreements 
signed between the two sides. 

Kuwaiti officers beat 
Jordanian prisoners 


AMMAN (Star)—The situation of the 34 Jorda¬ 
nians who were imprisoned in Kuwaiti jails 
alter the last Gulf War has become critical and 
requires official intervention. Their families 
staged a sit-in last Tuesday in from of the For¬ 
eign Ministry and the Red Cross. They were 
protesting the fate of their relatives alter being 
attacked and beaien by members of the Kuwaiti 
army last week. 


According io a memo they have written 
based on confirmed information dated 27 Janu¬ 
ary. from a Kuwaiti jail, more than IU0 persons 
from the Kuwaiti special forces broke into the 
cells of prisoners on 22 January and auaeked 
them with clubs. The prisoners twho are Pales¬ 
tinians and Jordanians I w ere badly beaten and 

Continued on page 3 


JEAthreatens 
action if memo is 
not implemented 

By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

THE DELAY in implementing the memorandum of understanding, 
between the government and the Jordanian Engineers Association 
(TEA), signed last November, ends the honeymoon era between 
the two sides. 

The memo which was signed three months ago. aims at improv¬ 
ing working conditions, increasing salaries and promotions for en¬ 
gineers in the public sector. The JEA agreed to give the govern¬ 
ment a wo-month period in executing the memorandum of 
understanding. The deadline was over last week.. 

The engineers are accusing the government of stalling the im¬ 
plementation. However, Minister of Administrative Development. 
Dr Kamai Nasser told The Star that the Cabinet. Wednesday, dis¬ 
cussed the concerns of the professional associations and "hopeful¬ 
ly we will soon follow up on their demands." The former head of 
the Lawyer Associations, who signed the agreement on behalf of 
the government, says that the delay in implementing the memo is 
not deliberate but it is due to what he termed as “slow processes 
and to the fact that in Ramadan the Cabinet only meets once-a 

the minister's statement did not cool down the anger of the 
association’s leaders. Today. Thursday, the JEA general assembly 
holds an extra-ordinary meeting “to discuss their response to the 
government’s in action.” said Husni Abu Ghaidn. vice president of 

knocked on all doors but so far we have received only 
mmises " He warned the government that they would escalate in- 
actions if their demands are not met. “The government 
would be held responsible for that.” 

The Engineers Association, led by. the prominent government 
nnnnenL Laith Shbeilal, is the largest union in the country. U has 
°P p “ t 7sn0 n members, and ^dominated by Islamists. 
ab 2£,e mSmSrandum should be implemented immediately. Why 
. after all the agreement was signed by two ministers with 

*5® SoLcdno of the King,” Abu Ghaida added. 

*1*5?S?g°vemm^u and the JEA agreed to form a special com- 
.^ “Vmnlement the articles of the memorandum, but the com- 
[Hittee was not established. The association also pul the blame on 

the government for that. Continued on page 2 



Activist monitors Palestinian 
human rights abuses 


The Mercedes-Benz A-Class . to be introduced in Europe as a 199S model will establish 
an entirely new market segment. The innovative five-passenger A-Class offers all the 
Mercedes core values — especially safety, comfort and reliability—as well us the roomi¬ 
ness of a mid-size car and the versatility of a small van. A unique double flour "sand¬ 
wich” body positions the engine, transmission, suspension and fuel tank underneath the 
passenger celL The A-Class could eventually appear in the L'S market as a zero-emission 
electric vehicle sometime after the year 2000. [PR NcwsFotoi 


By Nicholas Goldberg 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

BEIT SAHOUR. West Bank— 
When Fayez Qumsieh was 
found dead in his cell a week 
ago Saturday, the Palestinian 
police immediately declared 
him a suicide. 

But the explanation didn't 
quite tit the facts. Fifty-five- 
year-old Qumsieh'> fractured 
hand, for instance, was hard to 
explain, as were the bruises on 
his cheek and his broken nose. 
And it was hard to understand 
how he could have hanged him¬ 
self from a 4-foot-high bed. 

Qumsieh's wife and chil¬ 
dren. well aware of the repons 
of abuse, torture and even mur¬ 
der in Palestinian prisons, were 
instantly suspicious. But they 
were reluctant to talk freely 
about their fears. 

"Around here, you have to 
be careful, keep your mouth 
shut." explained a close relativc 
of the dead man. "There are nor 
many people you can trust." 

In the end. the person the 
family chose to confide in was 
an unimposing, somewhat bald¬ 
ing man with wire-rim glasses 
who arrived at the house, sat 
down in the bedroom, and 
pulled out a yellow legal pad 
from a black briefcase. It was 
the same routine he has fol¬ 
lowed in the cases of each of 
the 11 Palestinians known to 
have died in the custody of the 
Palestinian Authority since it 
came to power under the terms 
of the Middle East peace 


process. 

"My name is Basscm Eid. 
and I am an expen in these 
cases." he said, speaking sym¬ 
pathetically but not condes¬ 
cendingly to the victim's wife. 
"I m going to ask you □ lot of 
questions." 

A 38-vear-old Palestinian 
who grew up in East Jerusa¬ 
lem. Eid is a deeply controver¬ 
sial figure in his own commu¬ 
nity. For years, he was one of 
the premier human rights work¬ 
ers in the West Bank, docu¬ 
menting all manner of abuses 
against Palestinians by Israeli 
soldiers and settlers when they 
beat Palestinians, broke their 
bones. demolished their 
houses. 

But these days. Eid has 
shifted his focus. With Yasser 
Arafat in power in Gaza and 
the vast majority of Palestin¬ 
ians finally living under seIf¬ 
ni le. he has turned his attention 
to the Palestinian Authority. 

Several months ago. Eid left 
the Israeli human rights group 
B’Tselem. where he had long 
worked, in order to create the 
Palestinian Human Rights 
Monitoring Group, the first 
independent organization dedi¬ 
cated solely to investigating 
human rights abuses by Pales¬ 
tinians against Palestinians. 

"I can say that these viola¬ 
tions by the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity are much worse than the 
Israeli violations." Eid said in 
an interview last week, speak¬ 
ing words that many Palestin¬ 
ians might consider treason. 


'It's not that I prefer the occu¬ 
pation—certainly I don't. For 
many years. I fought against 
the occupation. But these viola¬ 
tions are much more painful. 
From your enemy you can 
expect only bad things. But 
From the Palestinian Authority 
that we Ibughi for and which 
liberated us. it is much more 
painful." 

The Palestinian Authority 
doesn't like him. cither. When 
Eid concluded in one of his 
B’Tsclem repons that the Pre¬ 
ventive Security Service, one 
of the numerous police agen¬ 
cies operating in the West 
Bank, had been abducting, tor¬ 
turing and .shooting suspects, 
the agency's head.'Col. Jibril 
Rajoub. responded by accusing 
Eid of lying and being "an 
agent of the Israeli police." In 
an era when those who collabo¬ 
rated with Israel were heing 
routinely assassinated, many 
considered Rajoub's words 
dangerous. 

Contacted for comment last 
week, Rajoub repeated the 
unsubstantiated charge. "He is 
a creep. Hc‘s cheap. He's a 
cheap informer for the Israeli 
police and I don’t want niy 
name mentioned in a story 
about him." he said. “He 
doesn't have any morals." 

In January 1996. Eid was 
arrested and held lor 25 hours 
by Force 17. a special unit of 
the Palestinian security forces 
that repons directly to" Arafat. 

Continued on page 2 




Smoker’s lawsuit ignites complex chain reaction in France 


By Jobn-ThorDahlburg 
LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 
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potatoes, whole. “My only 
pleasures now arc to eat a lit¬ 
tle and to light up a cigarette.” 
Gourlain explains over the tel¬ 
ephone, snuggling to form his 
words with what's left of his 
tongue and mouth. “I day¬ 
dream about eating a good 
steak, but I'can'l 
The longtime iwo-pack-a- 
day smoker, now 
down to between 
10 and 20 brown 
tobacco Gauloiscs 
a day. has made 
legal history in 
France by suing 
the cigarettes’ 
maker, the former 
stale-owned 
tobacco giant 
SEITA, and demanding more 





this disease: my 


_ with 
job. my 


home, my friends." said 
Gouriain. who lives in a Loire 
Valley village with his wife. 
Lucettc. a former secretary, 
and their two sons. "I no 
longer have any relations 
with my wife. She stays with 
me because she is my wife, 
but it’s hard to live with a fel¬ 
low like me." 

The reaction to Gourlain's 
ground-breaking lawsuit says 
a lot about the complex rela¬ 
tionship between the French 
and tobacco. The suit, 
inspired by similar actions in 
■ the United Slates, is being 
handled by the attorney of Ihe 
National 'Committee Against 
Smoking. Bui many French 
arc vehemently opposed to it. 

“People have been writing 
us anonymous letters saying 
we should assume our respon¬ 
sibilities. that we're suing just 


to gel money." said Lucetle 
Gouriain. 4h. who says she 
still loves her husband. 

Some letters complain iliui 
Gouriain. who was fired from 
his jnh as a hearse driver 
when his smoking-re luted 
health problems kepi him 
away from work lot iti 
months, then lost his house 
when his own hearse \enture 
failed, is too much of a drain 
on France’s slate-financed 
hcatih system. 

"No one loreed me t«» 
smoke.” Gmirlain readily 
admits. "But they arc selling 
death, and it is very profitable 
for the state " 

In France, smoking is one 
supremely touch> area where 
the law. though m some ways 
more advanced than that of 
many other countries, runs 
smack into widespread habits 


and a stubborn sense ol indi¬ 
vidual rights, and vs here inter¬ 
ests of the state and public 
health aren't always identical. 

Alter all. until SEITA was 
privatized in 1995. the gov¬ 
ernment itself was France’s 
sole legal lohjcco merchant. 
According to SEITA officials. 
?b percent of the retail cost of 
a pack ol cigarettes is tax. 
und cigarette sales fill lu cof¬ 
fers with the equivalent of 
more than SI I billion yearly. 

In contrast to sucii enor¬ 
mous sums, says the French 
National Committee Against 
Smoking, the amounts spent 
i" educate people about 
tobacco's dangers are pitiful: 
less than $400.(Mill a vear. or 
about I percent of what the 
slate ol An/una alone spends. 

'This is David against 
Goliath." said Philippe Har- 


jni of the Versailles-bused 
committee 

About 6U.IK.KJ Frenchmen 
and Frenchwomen die each 
year from cancer and other 
smoking-related ailments. 

Unlike in the United States, 
there is no age limit in France 
to bar minors from purchasing 
tobacco. Gouriain. in fact, 
began smoking at 15. 

Cigarette sales dropped by 
9.3 percent in the first five 
years of the 1990s. But a new 
generation of consumers is on 
The way. Surv eys show 
French boys and girls to he 
the heaviest smokers in the 
European Union. By age 18. 
38 percent smoke. 

A law passed six years ago 
made smoking illegal in cafes, 
public workplaces, restau- 

Continued on page 2 
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Running the world 
with a religious aim 



By Mana! Omar 

Special hi The Star 

IN THE movie Ho rest Gump, ihe main 
character played by Tom Hanks only finds 
inner peace vt hen he abrupily sluris, run- 
niii». His journey leads him across the 
UnficJ Stales, earning him a number of fol¬ 
lowers each assuming iheir own reasons 
for his marathon The simple reason lhai he 

enjoyed it. however, was „— 




Ayers 

Rock 

Australia 


overlooked. 

A native of France. Jamcl Bafhi keeps 
that reason as the center of all his journeys. 
His joy of running has made him a citizen 
of the world. As a child, Balhi took pleas¬ 
ure in running long distances and found his 
. own sense of peace. Today, he has ntn 
across 85 countries, including the United 
Stales and Australia. 

"I love to run because l can be tree. I 
choose the paths that 1 follow. I want to 
meet people and to see all different types 
1 of countries. It is a very good way to leant. 
' It is like going to school everyday." Balhi 
' told The Star. 

\ A look through his scrapbook journey 
i one is left in amazement. The pictures tell 
a thousand words of the adventures Balhi 
m', experienced on each of his trips. In one 
photo. Balhi is running on a bridge in Chi- 
Mi na surrounded by people riding their bikes 
• i on their daily commute. In another 
breathtaking picture. Balhi struggles as 
he runs up a path with the Scottish moun- 

K ®"® tains in the background. Each picture 
shares in common the passion Balhi pos- 
. sesses to run. whether it be amongst the 
■ desea in Arizona or side by side with 
the trolleys in San Francisco. 


Lie* 






i 


- a itX£ 







...Beijing, China 


Charges of Jordanian 
visas to Britons go down 

THE PRICE of visas lor British tourists entering Jordan will 
now go down from £72 to £27. The cost of a multiple entry 
tourist visa has also been reduced, from £141 to £51. The 
decision wjs reversed by the Ministry of Interior. 

Since December. British visitors had been charged the 
higher rate if /hex applied for a visa at the Jordanian 
emhjssy in London in advance of their holiday. 

Tour operators in London have been calling for the reduc¬ 
tion so as to increase British tourists to Jordan. It was the the 
Lundnn-bascd Daily Telegraph that first published the report 
about the Meep prices. 

Jim Smiih. managing director of the Jordan specialist Jas¬ 
min Tours in London, said "I don’t think there’s any doubt— 
the cnsi was dropped because of The Daily Telegraph report. 

"When the price rise was announced. I told the Jordanians 
that this is the last thing we need. I said they have shot them¬ 
selves in Ihe loot. I have’ a lot of sympathy lor the Jordanians 
hut this was tactless—so now Lhey have responded." ■ 


Currently. Balhi has embarked on a new 
running expedition. Each trip he runs he 
sets a specific objective to fulfill. In this 
journey Balhi aims to link every' religious 

city in the world. On May 15. 19% Balhi 
began his journey when he ran out nf Par¬ 
is." He ran front Lourdes in South of 
France then to Nice. Rome. Albania. Mac¬ 
edonia. Greece. Turkey. Syria. Lebanon, 
and recently he has arrived in Jordan. The 
final place he hopes to end his religious 
journey is Lhasa in Tibet. 

The journey is sponsored by Bermudes. 
a French outdoor equipment company. In 
addition. Balhi is on a mission from 
UNESCO to search for athletic clubs who 
need equipment and other financial aid. 
UNESCO's program provides "ports 

equipment", clothes, and other necessities 
to international sports clubs in need. In or¬ 
der to meet his target date lor completion. 
Balhi must run 65 kilometers a day. 

In the past, each challenge Balhi has 
taken, has served to leach him a new les¬ 
son. However, the current journey prove" 
10 combine the ethereal and material as¬ 
pects of his love or running since his goal 
is to reach all the religious cities in the 
world. “I am quite overwhelmed by this 
trip because it’s a religious journey I've 
met people from all religions and all stat¬ 
ure. front everyday people in the streets to 
the Pope in Rome." 

The experience nf meeting religious 
people is only pan of the reward. Travel¬ 
ing on fool no doubt poses adventure as 
well as the clement of danger. One of the 
greatest obstacle Balhi encounters is na¬ 
ture itself, since a night filled with ram is a 
night of discomfort. “Every night 1 have to 
find a new place to sleep. I cannot run 
more then 85 kilometers, so sometimes I 
find myself in the middle of nowhere with 
no place to sleep. The world was designed 
for fast travel. I usually like to sleep in ihe 
countryside, in a church, or a mosque. 
Sometimes I have to sleep in the street." 
explained Balhi. 

One of the main aspects Balhi empha¬ 
sizes is that he loves to run. This passion 
has provided him with the gift of seeing 
the world and its people. In addition. Balhi 
has developed an inside view about the 




...Lanzhou, China 

different people of the world. During his 
trips, mans people otter hospitality. "They ^ 
offer hospitality because they are curious.' 
Most people have a boring routine life, so 
when 1 come across their village they like 
to receive me because 1 break that routine. 
People give us what we give to them. They 
are I ike "a mirror." states the runner. 

At the same time. Balhi’s current iour- 
nev has given him an inside view of relig¬ 
ion and helped develop his own philoso¬ 
phy. In essence a freelance religious 

person. Balhi creates_ 

his own form of re I ig- ~ AT d a. . 
ion by combing a bit 

traveling across the j SBH Bp 
world and 1 have seen jjfc 

a lot in common. The uD.j 

bad thing is that peo- " 

pie turn "religion into 

something severe. PjajF 

People not only be- 

God. but fl^KHEaKjTv^B^ 

sometimes they want vEflBlnB 

to he God." 

During his stay in Vifi 

Jordan. Balhi ex- ^ S 

presses pleasure to “ •. --JB ^ 

see the hospitality of 
the people. His next 
destination is Saudi 

< 

hopes to 

to Mecca as possible. ja SS feT 

With S.CKiO kilo me- 

tors to go. Balhi -- 

looks at each day . 4 small village in 


with eagerness. Once he arrives in Lhasa. 
Tibet he will board on a plane back 10 Par-, 
is. But Paris is just another stopover. After 
recuperating from his religious tun.. Balhi. 
wiil fly off to Alaska where he plans 16 
make it across the continents 10 Patagonia, 
the most southern tip of Latin America. 

"Everyday is a lesson. Each time I meet 
someone I can never meet again." .No 
doubt each person BaJhi meets will never- 
force: the Frenchman who loved to run. ■ 
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JEA threatens action if 
memo is not implemented 


Smoker’s lawsuit ignites complex 


GL xi 2 /Al<. 


Continued from page 1 

The committee, if formed, 
could certainly help smooth the 
developing tense .situation be¬ 
tween the engineers and the 
government. 

In today's meeting the JEA 
council will call for the adop¬ 
tion of a scries of confronta¬ 
tional actions. On the agenda 
arc strikes, rallies and sit-ins. 

"It is not our desire to have a 
confrontation with the govern¬ 
ment. it is them who arc forc¬ 
ing us to consider such op¬ 
tions." said Abu Ghaida. 

The deputy secretary general 
of the JEA. Ali Abu A) Sukar. 
said that "the government is 
losing its credibility among 
popular institutions and unions, 
and will create an atmosphere 
of distrust." He added (hat "wc 
have given the government 
enough lime, the agreement 


has to he implemented, we are 
not going to negotiate again on 
what has been agreed upon."’ 

The JEA council is holding 
extensive talks with members 
of the association for today'" 
meeting, which is expected to 
be steamy. 

“The engineers are on alert, 
they have lost patience." Abu 
A1 Sukar said. 

Now the ball is in the gov- 
emmem's court to push 
through the agreement and 
avoid" tension with the JEA 
which may extend to other as¬ 
sociations which also signed 
memorandums of understand¬ 
ing with the government. These 
include the doctors, pharma¬ 
cists. agronomists, dentists and 
geologists. 

A way out has to be found. 
The country can't afford to ex¬ 
perience another bout of indus¬ 
trial actions. ■ 
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Have you registered with the British 
Embassy? if you are a British citizen and 
live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to 
obtain a registration form. 

If you have registered during 1996, please 
confirm your continuing presence in 
Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular 
Section about any changes of address 
and/or telephone number. Such 
confirmation is in the interest of all British 
nationals in Jordan. 

If names are not re-registered within three 
months the Embassy will be obliged to 
consider that those concerned have left 
the country. The names will accordingly be 
deleted from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth 
country which does not have an Embassy 
or Consulate in Jordan, please ask the 
British Embassy, Consular Section, about 
registration formalities. 

The British Embassy ss iocaied in 
Abdoun. near the Orthodox Ciiab, 
Telephone 323100. The Post Office 
Sex Wismber Is 8?. 

The consume is open from Sunday 
to Thursday 08:30-12:00 hours. - 


Continued from page 1 

rant", train Gallon* and other 
closed places, except for des¬ 
ignated areas. Bui troin plat¬ 
forms tn the Parts >uh-*.iy to 
the canteen m Parts’ PjIucc 
of Jusitee. where judges and 
police officials meet lor lunch 
.md snacks, the French puff 
jw.n reg.jrJles.v 

The designated area for 
nortsmokors in a restaurant 
mav be a little corner b> the 
toilet, or there max be none at 
all. 

Nnn-fumeur"’’ worried 
about the ri<k> ol "passive 
smoking" are frequemlx dis¬ 
missed as anti-sociai pests or 
laiutic". Last \car. one 29- 
\ear-old Frenchman, who suf¬ 
fers from allergies, uses an 
inhaler and can’t stand to he 
around cigarette smoke, 
threatened to take legal action 
unless management slopped 
his 12 co-workers in an air 
freight company from smok¬ 
ing in the office they shared 
at Charles de Gaulle Airport 
north of Paris. 

The 1991 law notwith¬ 
standing. the unhappy 
employee. Jcun-Luc Michel. 
h«i> fired for. in manage¬ 
ment's words, having ‘'sys¬ 
tematically denigrated his co- 
workers” and "demonstrated 
a lack of respect for company 
hierarchy." The National 
League for the Rights of Non- 
Smokers cites numerous simi¬ 
lar cases. In November. 
French railways were slapped 
with a lawsuit for no i doing 
more to stop passengers from 


smoking in a Lyon train 
station. 

The first njrr.tr.es on 
French cigarette packs—that 
•"abu".’" of the con:enre was 
"dangerous"—were mandated 
in N ‘6 under France’s first 
anti-tobacco iexx. which also 
banned advertising of the 
product. In 19 s *!. the new law- 
required cigarettes sold in 
France to carry the notice: 
•"Seriously norms health.” 

SEITa’ maintains that such 
warnings are sufficient for 
consumers to know the risks, 
and that it has obeyed the 
laws in force. But the cigar¬ 
ette maker evokes a more 
subtle cultural principle in 
disclaiming any liability for 
w hat happened to Gourluin. 

“In the French tradition, 
people assume (legali respon¬ 
sibility for what they do." 
SEITA spokeswoman Aneta 


Lazerevic said. 

Francis Caballero, the anti- 
smoking committee lawyer 
who is representing Gourlain 
and family members of 
another Gauloise smoker, 
Suzanne Berger, who died of 
lung cancer in October at age 
35. courtiers that both cancer 
victims were hooked on cigar¬ 
ettes long before the warnings 
went on the packs. 

The plaintiffs’ lawsuits are 
based on a French law that 
holds a manufacturer respon¬ 
sible if his product is “inher¬ 
ently dangerous." Vaguely 
worded warnings on the pack¬ 
ets aren't enough. Caballero 
contends. 

If he wins. Gourlain says 
he wants to give damages 
awarded him to a Paris-area 
cancer institute where he was 
treated. "I’m not fighting for 
me. For me. it’s over," he 
says. ■ 


Activist monitors Palestinian 
human rights abuses 


Continued from page 1 

Eid was never charged with 
a crime, or told formally why 
he was being held. Eventually, 
he was released, but was told. 
"You should make your 
longue shortef." 

None of it. however, has 
succeeded in silencing him. 
"My longue will grow long¬ 
er." he said. "I will not be 
quiet." 

Eid. who lives in the run¬ 



down Palestinian refugee 
camp of Shuafat near Jersua- 
lem. is a straightforward, out¬ 
spoken man. He is a Muslim, 
but one who is not particular¬ 
ly devout. Last week, as he 
interviewed the family of 
Fayez Qumsieh, be ate and 
drank and smoked, despite 
the strictures of the holy days 
of Ramadan. He appears to be 
perpetually in a hurry, con¬ 
stantly jumping into his little 
white car and careening reck¬ 
lessly off through the Israeli 
checkpoints to his next ap¬ 
pointment. 

He also appears to be fully 
at home neither with Palestin¬ 
ians nor Israelis. 

“In the beginning, many 
Palestinians contacted me to 
say that when 1 am criticizing 
the Authority. 1 should do it 
in a positive way.” he said. 
""But if somebody is tortured 
to death in a Palestinian jail, 
how can I say that in a posi¬ 
tive way? Others said to me 
that the Authority was new, 
and I should give it a chance. 
But today, most of the people 
in Palestinian society already 
■agree that these human rights 
violations are becoming poli¬ 
cy." ■ 


-vote system - 

Continued frpaapuge^J 

.■ .But pfb-gbvcrhcndfit ?• 
deputies. The" ."cerittistKci" 
and dcputy/nunis&ix -■ 
forgeJ a strong"coaHtloh?? 
agai nst, the oppositefi-J 
stressing that 
maiMne-vqtc'Tpriiauft^■ fts; 
.the most idcalL ^riiylCx.-^' 
plained that it iS- V.jusd.r. 
and fair law. 
the i Merest of-iHt 
try and esta&Gstesi:- 





. At Sfoor. o; 

Suit thal thc 

deputies apprOv^ i&te^ 
temporary. elcctprelVJa^^ 
which means ii mply thc :i; 
. acceptance sm£fe 7 '"- 

vote as an eicctbraf sys- ^ 
tern. • • V< •)^ 

AI Sroor sircsscd Thai; i 
the comings Mectibhs-. :) 
will bclhcfd oh their g 
constitutional time deny-/- 
ing that "there » Juiy* 
tendon tix, extend,>thei_ 
term of the current onfi-Ll 
nary session ". of ' The^l 
House. -:1 - 
Deputy Farab AI Ra-jv] 

badhi S3id the ohetraah-T-l 
one-vote law is suitable •vJ 
adding that any negative * 
aspects irrthc lawcgnbeiH 

avoided in the future T 

when", the government-'; 
presents a new droit Jaw :- 
as promised^ . . . j’ 
Similarly independent r 
Is Jamie deputy. Ahmed';: 
AL Kassasbeh. said that -, 
whilst the . temporary:^ 
election law is nor .* 
besu it can be passed 
til a new electoral law is 
introduced. Al Kassas-;^ 
beh said that rejecting - 
this law would cause a > 
'"constitutional vacu-r":. 
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- But IAF deputy, 
ham mad Oweidah ddHeit ^ 
for a no-confidciicc vote ^ . 
in the Kabanti gpyem-Xii 
ment because he Tnain'T 1 ^ 
tained that it did not fui- ^ 
fil its promise to submitv 
a new electoral law.- ' - "’i: 

But with such “ dis~ : 
putes. the House ‘started ^ 
to lose its momenmm as : > 
deputies seem to be pre^ .^ 
occupied with the cem4\* 
ing elections, which -Mr :c 
Sroor confinned UUT % 
they will be helcfiby fiieT’ 
end of this year in '-No^T' 
vember. '-yr;',X, 

After gcaing the2^p-r£^ 
proval of the Lower 
House, the law wiU tie 
submitted to the Upped'" 
House of Parliament ibr i 
ratification then it will-" 
be given the Royal seal'll 
of approval. The House V. 
will end its sessionYut. - 
19 March. ■' .• . '-'Ty 
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• The Univereity of Bologna.-- 
in Italy is looking fore very 
eign students (non-ltalianj wto .. 
graduated in. BoJogna Jrqm v 
1945. An important social rets, 
search has been started and ray"; 
questionnaire will be .sent: to. _• 
the graduates contacted^ Ali - 
foreign graduates are -kuidty-. : ; 
asked to write their curreat ad- " 
dress to: (Friends or relarives 
who know useful information 
are asked to write to: Osservta- - 
orio Statistico. Dipartimenm.di ! 
Scienze Statistiche “P. Foituna- 
ti”. University di Bologna, vfa.. 
Belle Arti 41. 40J26 Bologna 
BO. ITALIA 

Books. 


• Antiquarian "books and old 
prints by David Roberts and W_ j 

H. Bartlett for sale. Views of Je-i -4. "_i 
rusalem. The Holy Land and - r- r 
PWiu P/ease cad 66480S. -, ■.-A'if.i 
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WEEK 

An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
ijj j by Marwan Al Asmar 


Strange! Have the pour increased or 
is it that the rich are fewer ?? 
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King recuperates after minor surgery 

H His Majesty King Hussein has left the hospital sound and 
well utter having a successful minor surgery on his knee last 
Saturday. An artrhoseopic surgery, which was performed at 
Al Hussein Medical Center, was aimed at removing a 
cartilage tound in the king's left knee which, he said, caused 
severe pain and malfunction in the right knee caused by the 
Umra pilgrimage. The king received many cables and phone 

li calls from leaders of Arab stales and Jordanian officials 
wishing him a speedy recovery' and good health. 

Cabinet reshuffle could be in offing 

■ A ministerial reshuffle could lake place next month 
according to high level sources. Some even say that u 
reshuffle has already been cooked up so to speak. It is even 
said that up to eight ministerial portfolios will change 
hands. The purpose of the reshuffle is to start preparations 
for the coming elections of the Lower House- The Prime 
Minister. Abdel Al Karim Al Kabariti is still studying the 
issue. The prime minister wants to increase further the num¬ 
ber of Lower House deputies in his government Although 
Islamic Action Front deputy. Dr Abdallah Al Akaileh has 
heen rumored as one of those who would join the next gov¬ 
ernment. the IAF had said on many occasions (hat it would 
not join the government. 

Begging in style! 

■ Begging on the streets has always been a problem in Jor¬ 
dan. However, a very interesting case was reported earlier 
ol beggars with cellular phones. For the first time in 
Amman begging has become a full-time profession. Further. 

•• ] the culprits, posing as people who were hard up. were con- 
I (acting each other by the cellular, obviously to see how 
business was going in their particular areas. Hum! what 
should we say to that, good hunting may be. but something 
that should certainly not be encouraged. However, hot on 
their heels were officials from the Ministry of Social Devel¬ 
opment. They said that 221 people were caught begging but 
pointed out that most of these took on this activity as a pro¬ 
fession. Officials said that the people who were really in 
need were sent to the National Aid Fund for help. 

Toeing the line! Well may be 

■ The weeklies are under fire again. This time it is from 
non other than the Prime Minister, Abdel Karim Al Kabariti 
und the Lower House of Parliament. The accusations lev¬ 
elled arc nearly as always the same: the weekly press is too 
sensational and indulges in a lot of scandal. They would be 
right too. our beloved weeklies are essentially too scandal¬ 
ous for Jordanian moral tastes and public decency, yet in all 
fairness, people argue that they have a lot of news items and 
some of the bits are good too. However, this is really a 
debatable point, as many deputies have pointed oul Most 
weeklies serve only to anger many. This would be the case 

t as tar as deputies ore concerned. An obvious example is that 
of the satirical weekly Abd Rabbo. Its editor in chief. Omar 
al Nadi, has been taken into custody because of what is 
heing termed as slandering a minister and a deputy. He was 
released later. However, Yousef Ghishan, one of the editors 
und who calls himself the "greater pirate” has been put in 
his place. 

Hammering the weekly press could really be a turning 
point in the fortunes of the relations between the govern¬ 
ment and the Lower House. Whilst I would not go as far as 
to term »'( as turning swords into plowshares, however, ham- 
mcrinc the yellow press could bring them closer to seeing 
eve to eve. The prime minister promised that he will deal 
with the problem quickly. But it is hard to imagine just how 
will Mr Kabariti act. There is first the Press and Publication 
Law. that of course could be tightened at the expense of the 
wrath of libertarians or he could continue to use the threat 
of prison as a deterrence. Whatever the case things don't 
look too bright for the Jordanian press this week. I suppose 
that toeing the line could be the best way in these murky 


Writers up in arms 

■ The aneer ol writers and intellectuals in this country is 
refusin'* to no. They arc levied with the Minister of Culture. 
Dr Ahmed Al Qudah lor slicking to his guns and muintain- 
ina that cultural seminars and lectures in the country need 
onor permission from the ministry. However, the Writers 
Association are sticking to its guns also, and say that they 
are d re nil red to do whatever is necessary to reverse the mini¬ 
sterial decision. As a first step they will be demonstrating, 
outside Parliament to try and persuade deputies to bring a 
no-confidence vote in the minister. 

Going, going, gone 

■ We'vc always maintained that quite a lot of weeklies will 
»r> down under. This is not a self-righteous remark, but it is 
m nvtuer of fact. Over the past couple of years some week- 

" miietlv lolded. with finance being the main reason. The 
to ‘'O however, is Saw Al Arab, the cffervcsccm 
IvSklv that had a very short shelf-life. Last week it simply 
j , j u0 What is worse is the manner in which n surrcn- 
us editor in chief. Mohammad Abu Ajamich was vir- 
m.iMv ihrown out of the premises by the landlord for failing 
■CTSt' arrears nfJD 2200 according to A/ Haddad, 
WhafN worse is ihat journalists in the weekly have not 
” „‘ cither. Aneer« not (he word -to describe whar 
they feck they arc thinking of taking the editor in chief to 

court. 

Unions continue to be angry 

“ „ {hat unions continue to be angry about the new 
* Slvstcm that was adopted last week. Some unionists 
unitary *>-. d - is morc 0 f an under-statement. More 
:i j-gue the • X enera , federation of Trade Unions tGFTU) 
like u uaS nnitarv system down their throats, despite the 
^ l 0r fh w“"Se™=Jby 14unions.Further.theadminis- 
lact that 1 • pJ - j hc Umon 0 f Land Transport. General 

irative ivu" Mechanic,"' point out that their representatives 
Sc ? ,,L ’ C ri*hi to vote for the adoption of the unitary system. 
h - d J Xs initially expressed dismay at the system that 
Eight union- ^ ^ GFTU. and Iasi week pointed out that 
*. af prof*** con tcsi the decision in court if it was nec- 
(hey are*L [hey point out that they are not against the 
cssary. Howl . ^ ^ j( shflu , d ^ drawn out by the rep- 
idea in pnnwg : - ons One of the strongest opponents of 

rcsentauves o ^ Banfcing Union which says that the 

the present sy» . dangerous and its method is another 
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His Majesty King Hussein, performing the ritual uf Umra in Mecca, last Thursday. The Kingjlew to Madina where he 
prayed at the Prophet Muhammad's Mosque. Accompanied by members of the Royal Family. Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim Al Kabariti, Royal Court Chief Awn Al Khasawneh and other officials, he then went to Mecca to perform Umra. 
Later on His Majesty met with King Faisal of Saudi Arabia where a visit was scheduled for the Saudi Foreign Minister 
to visit Jordan. He will be coining to this country shortly after Fid Al Fitr. 

Draft law on alcohol creates much 
controversy in Lower House 


AMMAN (Star)—First, ii was 
television, now it's alcohol's 
lum to take a bashing from Par¬ 
liament. While brewing on the 
Lower House Legal Committee 
since 1992. the draft law lo ban 
alcohol was eventually passed 
to Lower Speaker Saad Havel 
Al Sroor. it is now up to him to 
pul it on the agenda of the 
House lor full discussion. 

The draft law has created 
much controversy. It seems to 
have certainly split the deputies 
amongst those for banning 
alcohol and those who arc 
against it. As expected the 
Islamic Action Front i IAF) 
deputies arc leading the cam¬ 
paign. The head of the Legal 
Committee. IAF deputy Ibra¬ 
him Zeid Al Kilani. says that it 
is a must to ban the drinking of 
alcohol in this country as Jor¬ 
dan is an Islamic state. Simi¬ 
larly Abd Al Mounem Abu 
Zunt. Abd Al Aziz Jaber. 
Hamza Mansour and Theib 
Anees. oil adopted the same 
tone of Islamic argument. They 
stated that as an Islamic state, 
as enshrined by the Constitu¬ 
tion. it was haram to allow the 
sale and drinking of alcohol. 

Al Kilani was optimistic that 
the draft law would be passed 
because the deputies will lace 
an election this year and most 
of their constituents are against 
alcohol. But despite the strong 
call for the ban. the draft law 
however, stated that such a ban 


should only be 
imposed on Mu*.- 
lims jnd not Chris- 
liuns and that its r 

ban should not he 
imposed on such 
sectors that attract L 
tourism. However. 

the government to 

find a way to imptc- ttCgwRg. 

mem the law. <£ 

Deputy Tuujan 

Paisa! was among >71 

the first to critici/e -z'■'}>- 

the droll law. point- BUpy BU 
out lo its 

She asked \\ ho J, t \ 

would the law 

apply lo. and would 
ii be fair to apply it _ 
on some simps. " : 
while others get Ahu Zunt 

awjy scott free. She 
pointed out that if Christians 
are the ones lo trade in spirits ] 
then they would l>e the ones to ’ j 
profit in a very lucrative busi- • 
ness and that would create divi- i 
sinns within society. i 

But Faisal was angry with j 
Islamists on what she regarded , 
ns a fundamental point. She | 
said that Islamists had no right 
to give such a narrow interpre- ( 
ration of the Jordanian crmsiitu- 
lion. She said that while it was 
true that Islam is officially the 
religion of state, the interpret.!- ‘ 
lion should not he taken liter- : 
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•illy especially concerning its 
political, economic and social 

policies. 

She said ih.u the Legal Com¬ 
mittee had no right to say what 
is liimni I and what is not. 
Finally she attacked (lie gov¬ 
ernment for colliding with the 
Islamists to pass the draft Ijw. 

But she was not the only one 
to be angry with the draft law 
to ban alcohol. Bull) "Chris¬ 
tian” deputies Bassam Hadda- 
din jiiJ Khalil Haddad in. 
argued that the druli law. il 


Intrigue surrounds ease 
as defendant recants 
confession 


AMMAN (Star)—The trial of 
the father who allegedly poi¬ 
soned his tw'o children last 
September is again capturing 
the attention of the Jordanian 
public, especially since the 
father has denied, in court, 
his earlier confession. 

During police interroga¬ 
tions Muzcn Al Masri con¬ 
fessed to poisoning his two 
children. Huni. (». and 
Haticcn. 9. He described how 
he gave cyanide tablet 1 ' to his 
children to take orally. He 
admitted that he brought ihc 
lethal tablets from Canada. 
But during his trial he lore a 
criminal court, which hegun 
in December. AI Masri 
recanted his previous confes¬ 
sion. bringing the case again 
into the limelight, especially 

when defence lawyer Ahmad 
Najdawi declared Ihat he is 
confident of A! Masri’s inno¬ 
cence. Najdawi is planning in 
call 20 witnesses to the stand 
to prove his point. 

The Greater Criminal Court 
met last Sunday to liNten to 
Ihc testimony uf Attorney 
General Faihi Al Rifai. He 


testified that AI Masri h:ul 
told him about the "cyanide" 
even before ii was pinpointed 
as the cause ol death by the 
homicide iahnr.uory. lie s.tid 
AI Masri told him Mial ho 
childrens .ligesiixe iravl* 
were clean oi cyanide. 

Rifai said ih.u he v.i> 
asked by -\! Masri .ihnni the 
court's seme nee it it wa* 
pn.r,ed that he was the killci. 
The .\tu»rney General t*»kl 
him that sentencing was ihc 
sole authority of ihc conn. 

K i I .ii said .Al Masri had 
directly admitted to poison¬ 
ing his two children. 

Rifai added thai until his 
confession, there were no 
charges tiled agamsi M 
Masri 

Alter the I .minus miilcs- 
sion. Al Masii's witc lloam 
revealed that her luish.iml had 
at tempted to kill the children 
mice be I ore She told investi¬ 
gators that a month and a half 
before (tie crime took place 
the lather had tried I*' kill In*, 
children by releasing cooking 
gjs canister dial lie has 
moved from the kitchen into 


ilici: loom. 

During Sunday's sosum. 
di. I e iK e l.f-v y c r N.ijila w i 
uoss-cx.i mined Rilai N'aj- 
ilawi a'ked ir M Masri was 
lorinicvl or ieriv«ri.:cd during 

ihe imerrogaii'.iis Rit.ii -aid 

"the susped anot Mib- 
jedcJ an;, kind of tor¬ 
ture " lie also denied ih.u the 
"susped v. is in .1 'ilu.ilioii of 
'I'mpldc sp.isinoJi k condi- 
ti'»n* duuirj ci’oss- 

v * air.ni.il ions.' 

'•.il'.l.iv. i a.»l eJ itic Aiiui- 
iii y <isiier:il aivtiui ic.i-nils 
i"i ai'picron on which (he 
authorilies based lheir arrest 
ot Al M.isn. Ai\Muling lo 
Kilai the de'edive- became 
LCrtaiu that file V.illei is from 
inside ihc household. 

He added that the Jcten- 
d on and iiis a lie had Icll 
iheir home at o:5o .nn. as 
registered tn the* case file. 
The moiliei returned home at 
"’:!(< .hi-! !miinJ i lie victims 
uikoiiscu'iis 

\ ncighboi. liil.ii son)in- 

tied. LMiiJiniU’d thai mi-one 


passed, would he an onslaught 
on public liberties. Bassani 
H.td-iadin said there it- no need 
tf> pass new laws to restrict the 
sale of spirits and thjt "what 
wc have is quite enough.” He 
said that it was IslamisLs who 
w anted to use the electoral card 
to vuie themselves in ihc next 
Lover House. 

But other independents and 
minisiers joined in the fray. Dr 
Fjw/i Tueimeh. representing a 
Clnistian seal in ihc House, 
said that the draft law would 
restrict the behavior of individ¬ 
uals and would limit their 
choice. He said that ihe draft 
law has ideological dimensions. 

But iv. o ministers were 
equally disturbed. The Minister 
ol Agriculture, leftist deputy 
Musupha Shneikat provided an 
original view. He said that the 
dr.ilt lav. would create a block 
market and smuggling, adding 
that ihc making and selling of 
alcohol is an important part of 
the economy. 

jLiTiiisingly. or may be this 
is the wrong word to use. dep- 1 
uiy Abd M Raoul At Rawah- 
deh .etys that he would vote in 
iout of the draft law. Adopting 
an l.-lamisi view, he says ihe 
.ill' iv. nig of the sjle of spir¬ 
it- gnes against the Islamic Jnc- 
iriiu. !i'j'.vc\ei\ he said that the 
political liming of the law w ; as 
not quire* right. IS 
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Pentagon official: Saddam never 
stopped considering another invasion! 

■ US strategy in the Gulf region rests on keeping the Gulf 
states, and the rest of the world, suspicious and weary of 
Ira'q and Iran—two countries with which the United States 
has conflicts. With Madeline Albright sworn in as secretary 
of state the bet is that she wilt increase the pressure on 
these countries with the aim of consolidating US hegemony- 
in the Gulf region. This week the Voice of America iVOAl 
quoted an unnamed senior US military official as saying 
that Iraq continues to rebuild its armed forces w*ith smug¬ 
gled sparepum and equipment. The Pentagon official 
added that Iraq is now capable of easily over-running 
Kuwait again if an attack was well-planned, it is ludicrous 
to believe, but according to the senior official president 
Saddam Hussein has never stopped considering another 
invasion of kuwaii!. The hilarious thing is that according to 
the senior official. “Iraq is capable of re-taking Kuwait 
with a single division of troops in one night—provided il 
moved when there were no LIS ground forces in the area. 

The source told VOA that Iraqi ground troops have 
increased over the lust two months. He said smuggling of 
sparepans through Syria. Jordan and Turkey has allowed 
the Iraqi air force to run as many as 100 training flights per 
night. He said two Iraqi jets briefly penetrated the 
expanded no-fly zone in the southern part of the country 
about a week ago. 

The senior official said he was not saying a new invasion 
is imminent—but ihat Saddam Hussein may he feeling 
morc confident following his successful thrust into the 
Kurdish north last August, and (he recent UN decision 
allowing iraq to resume selling oil. 

The official, who is involved in top-level US military 
planning in the Middle East, said Kuwait's four-brigades of 
troops are in a poor state of readiness, and that Iraq could 
move in virtually unopposed if US aircraft in the region 
were grounded by bad weather. 

The official told VOA that Saddam Hussein does not 
appear to be in any danger of losing control despite the 
attack against his son Uday on the streets of Baghdad 
December 12th. 

He said US officials have been told that Uday Hussein is 
semi-paralyzed with one or two bullets lodged in his spine, 
and could lose a leg to gangrene. He said American offi¬ 
cials have learned from what he termed “a good source" 
that Saddam has placed his wife under house arrest for 
unknown reasons. 

Beilin: Israel should get out of 
South Lebanon 

■ Yossi Beilin is starting his campaign to take over lead¬ 
ership of the Labor Party of Israel with earnest. He has 
signed a document with the rival Likud Party addressing 
the main points of agreement between the two main blocs 
with regard to the final status negotiations with the Pales¬ 
tinians—much to the dismay of Beilin's rival Ehud Barak. 
Now Beilin is stealing the lights again from Barak by call¬ 
ing for an immediate and unilateral Israeli withdrawal out 
of South Lebanon. 

"Wc have turned into hostages in Lebanon." Beilin was 
quoted by the Jerusalem Post on Wednesday. “Our sol¬ 
diers have turned into sitting targets for Hizbullah. We 
need to get out of Lebanon unilaterally with the aid of a 
third parly." 

Beilin was speaking at a seminar at Tel Aviv Univer¬ 
sity’s Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies. He said that a 
written agreemem with Beirut would never he allowed by 
Syria, the de-facto ruler in Lebanon, because Damascus 
wanted to use guerrilla attacks against Israel as pressure 
tactic. He also questioned Syria's seriousness about peace 
with Israel, adding Syrian President Hafez Assad feared 
normalization. 

Beilin said Damascus was blocking any Israeli with¬ 
drawal from south Lebanon because i! used Israeli occu¬ 
pation there as a legitimization for their troops presence in 
Lebanon. "Wc need the guts to get oul of there." he said. 

He said the international border (with Lebanon| could 
be like a "zipper." which could be opened for the Israeli 
army action and then closed in times of tranquillity. 

Beilin also said Israel had to stop pointing to Iran as 
Israel's arch enemy and actually seek lo renew relations 
with Tehran. He said Iranian need for investments in its 
retarded gas industries could be used as a pressure tactic 
led by the United States Lo get Iran to abandon its efforts 
to reach nuclear capability. 


Kuwaiti officers beat 
Jordanian prisoners 


Continued from page I 

most had to be transferred to 
hospital. 

The violations took place 
during the Holy month of 
Ramadan, when the prisoners 
were gathered after taking 
their Ifur meal. Kuwaiti offi¬ 
cers ordered them to raise up 
their hands and stay in the cold 
weather for morc than three 
hours. Some of the prisoners 


are old (between 60-70 years). 
Others have heart diseases as a 
result of their long-term con¬ 
finement. Ii was claimed that 
the officers robbed the prison¬ 
ers of their clothes, books and 
money. 

These prisoners were al¬ 
ready convicted by the Kuwai¬ 
ti Slate Security Court for 
long-term sentences. ■ 




Mheissen meets Indian 
foreign minister 

JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR to India Hbhwn Mheissen 
met last Wednesday with the Indian Foreign Minister and 
delivered to him a written invitation from Jurdanian 
Prime Minister/Foreign Minister Abdel Karim Kkahariti 
to visit Jordan. 

The Indian Foreign Minister affirmed that exchanging 
visits between Jordanian and Indian senior officials boost 
bilateral relations. 

The Indian official further hailed Jordan's, particularly 
His Majesty King Hussein’s, active role in safeguarding 
the peace process. 

The two sides also discussed the increasing!} i tup ruling 
bilateral relations in the economic and political domains. 


as J snspeu because she leu 
the hitu>e beturc M.i/ch. 
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Under the Patroratge of.Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 

jv*!- •. 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
r-lf - The' National Music Conservatory 


In cooperation with 
Tunis Air and Royal Jordanian 
. present 

Famous Tunisian Singer 

gig LUTFIBOUSHNAQ 

in an evening of traditional 
; and authentic Arab music 

followed by suhur 

Tuesday, 4 Fiebnaury 1997- 9:00 p.m. 
Hotel Intercontinental 0 Jordan 

For reservations: 

please cail Hotel Intercontinental - Jordan, tel. 641361 
or the National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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1997 model Just out 


Our Say. . . 


Horror in wing 9 in Kuwait 


EVENTS OF nightmarish proportions are taking place in wing 9 in Kuwait’s centra, 
prison. During the last week special Kuwaiti forces have barged into the wing, where 
at least 34 Jordanians are being held since 1991, and began beating, torturing and hu¬ 
miliating inmates. At least four prisoners were taken to hospital suffering from broken 
ribs and various injuries. 

The soldiers stripped the prisoners naked, confiscated their clothes, money and oth¬ 
er belongings before leaving them. Those who survived the beatings were left to 
nights without clothing and most have contracted diseases. 

Not in the most notorious dictatorships could such inhumane treatment of prisoners 
take place. The ill-fated Jordanians are among at least 350 Arab nationals who have 
been rotting in Kuwaiti jails since the emirate's liberation front Iraqi occupation more 
than six years ago. 

Last week’s rampage appears to have come as a result of appeals by families oi 
prisoners to the emir of Kuwait to free their relatives, who according to some reports 
include some women. 

Such an unjustified attack against defenseless prisoners can only be regarded as an 
atrocity and a violation of international conventions. Only recently has the 1CRC been 
successful in arranging for a special visit by relatives to Kuwait where the prisoners 
were allowed to see their families for a short while. 

Most prisoners have been convicted of collaborating with the Iraqis. They include 
journalists who had worked for an Iraqi newspaper published in Kuwait during the oc¬ 
cupation . 

But no charge can justify the violation of prisoners' human rights in such a horrible 
way. The prisoners were bearen up and subjected to verbal abuse. Some are in a terri¬ 
ble psychological state of mind, fearing for their Jives. 

There is no doubt that those behind such cowardly acts do not represent the majori¬ 
ty of Kuwaitis, who would not condone such practices that are in violation of Muslim, 
Arab and human values. The Gulf crisis has had many victims, but it is lime that this 
wound is allowed to heal. 

We are surprised that not enough international and Arab effort is being done to end 
the plight of the 34 Jordanian prisoners, and others, in wing 9. Our government should 
adopt their cause, just as it has adopted the cause eff Jordanians in Israeli prisons. The 
inhumane treatment of Jordanians in Kuwaiti prisons is an affront to all of us here in 
Jordan. 

Our government should bring pressure to bear on Kuwait to reveal the whereabouts 
of at least 10 Jordanians who have gone missing since Kuwait's liberation. It should 
also demand the immediate release of more than 20 Jordanians who have been under 
incarceration in Kuwait without charge or trial. 

Our government should work with the UN. Amnesty International and the 1CRC to 
publicize the plight of Jordanian prisoners in Kuwait. It is ironic that Kuwait should 
solicit the help of ihe international community to locate Kuwaitis gone missing in Iraq 
w hen it now stands guilty of abusing prisoners and is refusing to cooperate with fami¬ 
lies who are looking for their missing relatives in Kuwait. ■ 




An Israeli policeman trying to force one of the members of Al Jahatin tribe off his land 
while other members of the same tribe are seen lying injured on the ground last Monday 
near Abu Dees area where Israel is seeking to expand the Maleh Adomim settlement 
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Israeli insanity 


Jewish terrorism 


against the Palestinians 


By Ali Baghdadi 


THE CHARACTERIZATION 
of Noam Friedman, who Iasi 
Christmas fired his Israeli 
Army assault rifle al Palestin¬ 
ian shoppers in a crowded 
Hebron market, is an “unbal¬ 
anced" young man. should not 
come as a surprise to anyone. 
The world has heard this ver¬ 
sion of the story as told by Is¬ 
raeli officials many times ear¬ 
lier. Jewish murderers of 
unarmed Palestinian civilians 
were all described as deranged 
individuals in need for psychi¬ 
atric treatment. Israeli courts 
usually give them lenient sen¬ 
tences*. and shortly after they 
are released and pardoned. 

In 1994 Baruch Goldstein 
entered a hall in the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs in Hebron, and 
murdered 29 Muslim worship¬ 
ers kneeling down in prayer 
before being killed by angry 
survivors of the ugly massacre. 
The Israeli army provided the 
automatic assault rifle and the 
bullets. 

In 1993 Yoram Skolniek 
shot dead a bound Palestinian. 
Soon Mr Skolniek who was 
described as disturbed individ¬ 
ual will be set free and given a 
new opportunity to murder 
more innocent Palestinians. 

In 1992 four members of 
“Kahane" group threw a hand 
grenade into a meat market in 
Jerusalem killing and wound¬ 
ing several Palestinians. As 
usual, the men will be released 
before their [5-vear term sen¬ 



tence is over. 

In I^O Israeli army reserv¬ 
ist Ami Popper shot and mur¬ 
dered seven Palestinian work¬ 
ers wailing at a crossroads. 

In I9S4 David Ben Simol 
fired a Lau rocket into a bus 


carrying Palestinian laborers. 
Eleven men were killed or in¬ 
jured. The so-called “insane" 
man was released last year 
having served pari of his sen¬ 
tence. 

In 1983 three members of 
the "Jewish underground” 
opened lire at the Islamic Uni¬ 
versity in Hebron killing three 
students. The "insane'' mur¬ 
derers were later pardoned. 

tn 1982 Allen Goodman en¬ 
tered Al Aqsa Mosque in Jeru¬ 
salem and opened fire at Mus¬ 
lim worshipers. 



Israeli soldiers firing at Palestinians 


Earlier, an Australian Jew¬ 
ish immigrant set fire lo Al 
Aqsa Mosque. Islamic histori¬ 
cal treasures that cannot be re¬ 
placed were burned. 

Those are only z few exam¬ 
ples of a long list of Israeli 
Jews who were labeled by the 
Israeli government as "dis¬ 
turbed." "unbalanced" or "in¬ 
sane” for murdering Palestin¬ 
ians and desecrating Muslim 
shrines. Their crimes were 
dismissed by the Zionist me¬ 
dia as the acts of isolated lon¬ 
ers w ho were despised and re¬ 
jected. However. the great 
number of Jews, in Israel and 
abroad, describe these men as 
"heroes" who rejected the law 
of man and obeyed a com¬ 
mandment of the Torah. 

When he was asked why he 
fired into the crowd of Pales¬ 
tinians. Friedman who is de¬ 
scribee as insane reiterated the 
same biMiec.' episode cited by 
religious leaders who oppose 
Israeli troop redeployment 
from most of Hebron as 
agreed to by the Oslo agree¬ 
ments. "Afcrjhsm bought the 
Cave of the Patriarchs for 400 
shekels of silver... No one will 
return it.” 

The Israeli justice system is 
also "insane." Three Israeli 
soldiers who recently admitted 
killing a Palestinian motorist 


w ere fined one ‘'agora”-—one 
third of a cent—and released. 

Last year, the Israeli Su¬ 
preme Court issued a ruling al¬ 
lowing the use of torture in in¬ 
terrogation of Palestinian 
prisoners, a violation of the 
Geneva agreements. 

The Israeli leaders and gen¬ 
erals who. among their endless 
crimes, ordered the bombard¬ 
ment of the village of Qana in 
southern Lebanon are also in¬ 


sane. 

The massacre resulted in the 
killing of over 100 men, wom¬ 
en, and children who took ref¬ 
uge in the UN compound to es¬ 
cape Israeli shelling. 

The Israeli society that sanc¬ 
tions these crimes and de¬ 
scribes 

Goldstein os a saint also 
erected a memorial by his 
grave in Hebron in his honor is 
also insane. 

Zionist Jews in America 
who make pilgrimage to the 
grave of Goldstein to offer 
their prayers and donations as 
a tribute to his “courage, sacri¬ 
fice and dedication" are in¬ 


sane. 

Unless this phenomena of 
insanity is broken, and Israel 
ceases ro exist as a Zionist 
state based on insanity, the 
Middle East will not enjoy 
peace. ■ > 


Sun shining down under 


For those of us who spent the Gulf War in Washington* Farely evokes the 
crazy-seriousness of those days, the means by which the media were mobilized behind 
the American forces and the fundamental unconcern for faraway events shown by 

most of the inhabitants of America's capital 


My Favorite War, By Christo¬ 
pher John Farley, Granta 
Books, $12 

Reviewed by 
Peter Stotfaard 


THURGOOD BRINKMAN is 
a successful Washingtonian 
black male who is not quite 
successful enough. He is a jour¬ 
nalist but not on The Washing¬ 
ton Pose, he is an Ivy League 
graduate whose contemporaries 
are already top television pro¬ 
ducers or fashionable Prozac 
novelists. He wants to be a 
Hemingway or a Raymond 
Carver but instead he writes 
“trend features" for the Nation¬ 
al Nowl, a paper bearing cer¬ 
tain similarities to America’s 
only masmarket national daily. 
USA Today. 

The year is 1991 and the 
biggest black success in Wash¬ 
ington is General Luther Pin¬ 
point, a figure bearing equally 
certain similarities to General 
Colin Powell. It seems for a 
while as though the Gulf War is 
going to give Thurgood his big 
break. Just whan “the youthful 
emerald of his salad days was 
becoming an ugly jealous 
green" he gets the chance to 
go to Dahran with Sojourn¬ 
er Truth Zapader, the Post’s 
star female black columnist. 

He First jibes at Ihe idea 
of being Ms Zapader’s as¬ 
sistant and researcher 
“How come it's always the 
black man who's asked to 
take two steps down to take 
a step upT’ But then he con¬ 
templates his part in the 
post-one-righl-stand preg¬ 
nancy Qf his sister's boy¬ 
friend’s sister. His white 
housemates, led by a self- 
styled presidential speech- 
writer. have run up massive 
bills and left him with the 
landlady. And then there is 
his National Now 1 , job. “Im¬ 
agine a coughing, wheezing 
wino with a mucusfiiied 
nose, open skin sores and 
syphilis. Now imagine this 
man is 33 stories tall. Now 
imagine crawling into this 


man’s urethra 
every morn¬ 
ing at 9 am 
and reporting 
to work in his 
colon. Now 
you know 
what it’s like 
working at 
National 
Now 1 " 

So Thur¬ 
good goes to 
war, where he 
has none of 
the luck of the 
usual post- 
Scoop fiction¬ 
al misfits. He 
“exchanees” 



Farley 


NowY s door 
dosed and 
that the only 
available job 
for him is on a 
suburban ad- 
sheet called 
the Fall's 
Church Squat¬ 
ter. 

My Favou- 
rate War is 
frequently a 
funny book 
and only occa¬ 
sionally a silly 
one. Its mock¬ 
ery of literary 
pretensions is 
amusing even 


United States imprisonment in 
a Saudi hotel room for Iraqi 
imprisonment in a Baghdad ho¬ 
ld room and never manages to 
File a story..The only advantage 
he gains during the birth of 
George Bush's New World Or¬ 
der is that his successful con¬ 
temporaries sink back to his 
own low level of achievement. 

After a brush with a friendly 
landmine our hero is flown 
back home to find the National 


in the passages where the au¬ 
thor is trying to be a bit of an 
intellectual himself. For those 
of us who spent the Gulf War 
in Washington, Farely evokes 
the crazy-seriousness of those 
days, the means by which the 
media were mobilized behind 
the American forces and the 
fundamental unconcern for far¬ 
away events shown by most of 
the inhabitants of America's 
capital. 


U is a journalist’s novel— 
satirical episodic and sketchily 
characterised—which is also 
about journalists. Reporters 
fight over scarce computer 
screens. John Rawl's meets 
John Lennon on the informa¬ 
tion. superhighway, feature 
writers uy vainly to turn some 
triviality” that happened to the 
Editor into a style story for Che 
Zeitgeist. 

In the same way it is a novel 
of and about the young, black 
American middle class. Thur¬ 
good' s parents had sweating 
white kids to mow their lawn. 
They gage their kids “none of 
that I’m pathological, you’re 
pathological, we-all know- 
how-the-cagebird-sings bullshit 
that the media loves to see in 
black families." However low 
Thurgood’s writing career 
goes, he knows that his mother 
wilt always have this applica¬ 
tion forms ready for Jaw 
school. ■ 


The Times 


LURIE'S VA/y^RLU 



"No one informed os they'd be using unconventional weapons!!!" 



ONCE AGAIN, and i#. 
the Arab world, the ,■ 
con of terminology is. pftj.7 
ing a p plied to define. 
future of Sudan. . WeJssff-^ 
terms such as Balkamza-. 
tjon. Palestimzation, Ley 

banization, Somalizaoofr 
being ’ thrown; around./' 





m 

te 


This is to warn the. sap-' 
porters of a united Sodari 
of the threat to itsnnity,/ 
and provide more ideas tow 

the supposed, erienues oF> 

the country on bow So.tK-./ ’ 

.vide it intelligently, 

A war that has beeffgp- 
ing on for decades is stilT-.f 'TJCc 1 
without a solution, and/a' 
country with a size larger / 
than that of Europe is stiffs, 
without an identity. W&tf 
is still being read by our ^ 
children . in school 'text-e¬ 
books, is that Sudan isa/ 
fraternal Arab and Islamic-" 
country'that rernaias the-^j 
breadbitekei for the re-^ 
gion, and a symbol, pH 
multi-cultural coexist// 
tence. • •• -/. 

Orie_ ctoes not wish; to.'" 
pass an academic 7 
ment but prefers to pinrifr^ 
in terms of wishful thinks ;, 
ing that aL least in books,/-} 
the' situation in .Sudan 
fleets our confidence lftk 




■ 


-w--- 


wu iu L| —. J r y\ 

the future will still be i 

tw-ieri tn thft irlories ) 


nected to the glories oC 
the past despite CheMber- 
rations of die presets. ;/ 

If we decide as Arid?s,"3 
and Muslims to allowdw>v 
sdves the luxuryoTteap^. 
ing qualitatively v info the / 
unknown, with tfiefeefing' 
that events ..would scot 1 
themselves out eventual- • 
2y, then we might just/as/ 
well do nothing arid medr 
tally nourish mrsdves for 
the sedate comfort disc : 
'history will be on tor. 
side; . 7 

It has become hard to > 


speak of an And* foreign -^f ^ V.’ 


policy, for foar o£ aiming 
pot shots at The united , 
Arab forum-—Arab . 

League . There is no doubt 
that this; tnufyinfredUke^ 
our bargaining counter,' 


and window to the world V 
rejects anyatten^ttstotfr- 
vide Sudan. ’/. 

Nevenheless,lobbyinfc 
is usuhPy done outsider 
this forum, and real power 
remains the domain of in¬ 
dividual Arab coumritt.T 
with-factors such as pofftf ; 
lation and financial 
wealth swaying the final- 
judgement. It looks like 
diplomatic Arab support 
and the habitual strong 
term condemnations will 
be in favor of our Arab?;. 
African brothers, but in 
material terms, and as * 
usual, it is the poorestand 
most needy among fellow. 
Arabs that will be the 
most generous. We Jbope ' 
that the problem of Sudan- 
will not go the same way,./ 
as many other Arab prw^ : ; 
lerns have gone, ; . 

Yet. if one is to r inste.'. 
an educated guess,/flie-V 
Arab League wiU n6£-t>e y 
able to do nna*^cp»te 
again. It is also 
Sudan will be. die .double- 
victim of what is . tamed 
as the Organization of Af- • 
rican Unity . (QAU) as 
well. Like a victim of at 
crime of honour, die iBd-' 
sory breadbasket of Afri¬ 
ca will have no one to . 
turn lo. 

To hope much from the 
OAU is to indulge once 
again in a pipe-dream. An 
organization which was' 
originally created as a re¬ 
sponse to the emerging.; 
African nationalist add', 
radical stales, has fallen' 
into, confusion after the' 
loss of its cause. What is 
radical and what is not is 
something difficult to as- 1 ' 1 
certain, therefore, the hu¬ 
man element which was 
in any case, devoid from: 
its charter, cannot be tak¬ 
en into consideration in. 
diis regard. Alas, another, 
forum we must give a 
miss. 

To go to the UN, its / 
checkered history regard¬ 
ing the dealings with sucfaV 
(natters, does not inspire// 
much confidence. Never- 4 / 
theless, its presence if 
much more desirable than 
its absence and perhaps' 
its good offices can stifl .7 
be considered as the oc&yf '. 
place to find -a compro^ v 
mise, providing of course,,, 
such a compromise is de- * 
suable. But what of the 
Arab world? ~ 

And what role can Is¬ 
lamic countries play? It is" 
most important to realize;, 
that the question of geo-V’ 
politics, control of natural -• 
resources, and border cos?. 
figurations are never as - J 
important as understand-' 
ing the formulae of 00 / 
existence, • and infer -, 
wtiwnwwl unity, ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Or Hashem 
AI Dabhas denied 
reports of a possible 
increase in fuel prices 
in die light of the oil 
agreement signed 
between Jordan and 
Iraq last week. Explain¬ 
ing the alternative 
measures being studied 
by the government to 
cover the increase in 
the oil bill to be paid by 
Jordanians, AI Dabbas 
said that the solution 
can be found by curtail¬ 
ing expenditure in the 
fiscal budget for this 
year. Iraq has increased 
the price of its oil 
exported to Jordan from 
SIS per barrel to $19 
per barrel, costing the 
Treasury an additional 
$75 million. 

■ Investments in the 
agricultural sector is 
moving. According to 
statistics by the Minis¬ 
try of Trade and Indus¬ 
try, investments in agri¬ 
culture totalled JD 
758,87. These are dis¬ 
tributed amongst 
25:073 companies. 

■ Jordan expects to get 

$360 million in loans 
till 1998. This is 
according to financial 
experts. The loans 
would be primarily 
from the International 
Monetary Fund. 

Because of these, Jor¬ 
dan's credit capacity 
has increased by 300% 
among 60 countries 

■ A Jordanian ministe¬ 

rial delegation has left 
for Brussels to bold a 
new round of talks con¬ 
cerning the Jordanian- 
European partnership 
agreement. Despite 
unconfirmed reports 
over differences 

between Jordan and the 
EU, the two sides stress 
that they will sign an 
agreement by next 
March. This is the fifth 
round of talks, and will 
give die two parties'a 
chance to,discuss pend¬ 
ing issues, particularly 
Jordanian agricultural 
exports to the EU and 
Jordanian membership 
in other international 
treaties particularly the 
one relating to intellec¬ 
tual property rights. 
The 1 delegation com¬ 
prises, Secretary Gen¬ 
eral of the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry Dr 
Mohammad AI Samadi, 
Secretary General of 
the Ministry of Plan¬ 
ning Dr Nabeel 
Amman, Director of 
the Customs Dept Mr 
Nazmi Abdullah, the 
vice governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
and other senior 
officials. 


Foreign 

Exchange 

Wednesday, 29 January 


Bay JD I SdlJD 


0.7080 § 0.7100 


1.1983 


0.4540 | 0.4563 


Q.5229 


0-1344 I 0J351 


Q.6I34 I 0.6165 
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Local and foreign investments 
continue on course 



AMMAN (Star)—Since pri¬ 
vatization is the name of the 
game for 1997, the volume of 
private company investments 
especially in the services sec¬ 
tor recorded a sharp increase 
last year compared with other 
sectors. The service sector, 
evidenced by a boom in tour¬ 
ism and hotel construction, is 
leading the way. 

But there is also a much 
more immediate reason for 
that. The government is tak¬ 
ing it upon itself to turn its 
institutions to public share¬ 
holding companies. Initially 
these would be controlled by 
the government till they can 
be privatized completely. 

Private companies ore 
increasing in general how¬ 
ever. All types of companies 
are witnessing both an 
increase in their number and 
in their capital holdings. 

The volume of investments 
in a total of 34197 compa¬ 
nies last year reached JD 
499,861,000.” representing 
13.6 percent of the total capi¬ 
tal of already established 
companies. 

On the other hand, invest¬ 
ments in limited liability 
companies reached JD 
986,460,000. These arc dis¬ 
tributed among 4162 
companies. 

Companies in the public 
sector didn't do too badly 
either. The size of investment 
in public shareholding com¬ 
panies was JD 2,063,000 last 
year. Again this was distrib¬ 
uted amongst 225 concerns. 

According to statistics 
issued by the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry, the vol¬ 
ume of foreign investments 


in newly established compa¬ 
nies last year rose by 41.5 
percent compared with 1995 
to reach JD 28.2 million. This 
stands at four percent of ihe 
companies total capitals. 

So. this is good news since 
it would appear that ihe gov¬ 
ernment's policy of attracting 
foreign capital is working. 

The number of registered 
companies established by Jor¬ 
danian. Arab and foreign 
investors totalled 4218 last 
year. Their capitals hit JD 
768.4 million compared with 
JD 459.7 million in 1995 (a 
rise of 67 percent). In one 
year this has nearly doubled. 

Foreign investment is 
today seen as a way forward 
to economic development, 
indeed what it means as far as 
Jordan is concerned is that 
more and more foreign inves¬ 
tors are gaining greater confi¬ 
dence in the Jordanian 
economy. 

On the other hand, invest¬ 
ments in newly established 
concerns were mostly in the 
service sector. These 
accounted for 78.3 percent of 
the total. About JD 601.6 mil¬ 
lion was invested in 1079 ser¬ 
vices companies. 

However, there were hic¬ 
cups. The Ministry of Trade 
and Industry pointed out that 
1205 companies with capitals 
of JD 19.9 million had to can¬ 
cel their contracts last year 
compared with 488 compa¬ 
nies with capitals of JD 121.1 
million in 1995. Not feeling 
too well about the situation, 
they may have withdrawn 
from the market. 

Also, the local market 
faces some problems because 


of the rise in newly registered 
companies and the inability of 
shareholders to cover the 
value of shares required by 
the companies' managements. 
As a result some companies 
decided to cancel their 
contracts. 

But despite this, the total 
number of registered commer¬ 
cial companies last year was 
2769 with capitals at JD 129.2 
million (these stand at 16.8 
percent of total capital in 
1996. Among these compa¬ 


nies were 301 industrial con¬ 
cerns fcapital JD 28.2 mil¬ 
lion), one agricultural estab¬ 
lishment at JD 4 million and 
68 contracting companies 
tcapital JD 5.248 million). 

Investors have been rush¬ 
ing to register new companies 
over the last three years. 
They were driven by the high 
expectations and hopes that 
an economic upturn will 
materialize after the signing 
of the peace treaty between 
Jordan and Israel. 


Since 1993. the total regis¬ 
tered companies in all sectors 
reached 13003 with capital 
exceeding $101 billion. 

Only last month, 1918 new 
companies were registered in 
various sectors covering 
industry, trade, agriculture, 
contracting and services. 

So despite the general feel¬ 
ings. businessmen are quite 
optimistic that development 
will happen and that eco¬ 
nomic prosperity is around 
the comer. ■ 


JTC approves 1997 budget 
at JD 242 million 


AMMAN (Star)—The board 
of directors of the Jordan Tel¬ 
ecommunication Co.. (JTC) 
recently approved the com¬ 
pany's budget for 1997 at JD 
242 million. 

Mr Walid A) Duwcik. JTC 
chairman said that the esti¬ 
mated revenues of the budget 
are JD 242 million and expen¬ 
diture is nearly JD 155 
million. 

This budget would generate 
a surplus of JD 132 million in 
1997 compared with JD 120 
million last year. AI Duweik 
said. 

Such budget highlights the 
company's activities, and 
strategies to expand its ser¬ 
vices and modernize systems 
according to the actual needs 
to fulfill its targets. 

Embarking on (his basis 
paves the way for following 
future financial plans to eval- 


USAIR reports profit of 
$263.4 million for 1996 


ARLINGTON—USAir group. 
ENG reported a net profit of 
5263.4 million for 1996 as 
compared to 1995's profit of 
$1193 million.~ - " 

Operating revenues for the 
year were $8.14 billion, an 
increase of $668 million over 

1995. Operating expenses were 
$7.70 billidn, $552 million 
more than the preceding year. 
This, the operating income and 
net Income all were records for 
the company. 

For the fourth quarter of 

1996, net profit was $27.8 mil¬ 
lion, or $0.08 per share (0.08 
folly diluted), as compared to 
$603 million, or $0.61 per 


share ($0.54 folly diluted) after 

f ireferred dividend requirement, 
n the fourth quarter of 1995. 
This is excluding expenses for 
Stock appreciation rights and 
the special profit-sharing pro¬ 
gram. Net profit for the quarter 
would have been approxi¬ 
mately $108 million. 

“A tremendous effort by 
employees throughout USAir 
led to the outstanding results 
we are reporting today," said 
USAir chairman and CEO Ste¬ 
phen M. Wolf. "We leapt into 
the industry’s top tier for on- 
time * performance while 
increasing consumer confi¬ 
dence. We successfully more 
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than doubled our international 
operations, and employee task 
forces are definitely working 
on issues as wide-ranging qual¬ 
ity of in-flight services and res¬ 
ervations. Our financial results 
prove that this focus on quality 
counts and the employees of 
USAir should take great pride 
in what they accomplished this 
past year." 

"For all the superlatives we 
can report in our operations 
and our financial results, there 
is one number we are reporting 
today that remains very trou¬ 
bling. Our unit costs remain the 
highest in the industiy and 
seriously restrict our ability to 
compete with expanding low- 
cost carriers. During 1996, 
Southwest and Delta Express 
added 223,000 seats per week 
in our markets," Wolf added. 

Regular preferred stock divi¬ 
dends currently are not being 
paid but financial accounting 
principles require that they be 
reflected in statements of opera¬ 
tions. A special payment of $50 
million will be made toward 
preferred dividend arrearages to 
holders of senior preferred 
stock. Earnings per common 
share were $2.69 ($2.33 fully 
diluted) based on 64.9 million 
shares outstanding (85.5 million 
folly diluted.) compared to 
$0.55 in 1995) based on 62.4 
million shares outstanding. 

USAir flew 38.9 billion reve¬ 
nue passenger miles in 1996 
and 56.9 billion available scar 
miles. This was an increase of 
3.5 percent in RPMS and a 
decrease of 2.2 percent in 
ASMS, as compared to 1995. 
The load factor was 68.5 per 
cent, up 3.8 percentage points 
from 1995. The break-even 
load factor for the year was 
68.9 percent. The average pas¬ 
senger journey increased 3.6 
percent to 688 miles. ■ 
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uate activities and JTC per¬ 
formance through ensuring a 
beiler telecommunication ser¬ 
vice for all people. 

The most essential target of 
the budget is to reduce pend¬ 
ing applications through car¬ 
rying out. the projects of the 
national program for telecom¬ 
munications and other devel¬ 
oping enterprises that are 
involved in providing tele¬ 
phone lines and service for 
houses and commercial 
offices in the kingdom. AI 
Duweik continued. 

Among JTC activities for 
1997 is also to boost-the level 
of services secured for clients 


as well as raising competence 
of the telecommunication net¬ 
work in Jordan. Moreover, 
JTC is seeking io modernize 
the operating infrastructure of 
telecommunication and mak¬ 
ing qualified staff and 
resources readily available 
for such a process. 

JTC aims at developing the 
standard of its employees by 
organizing specialized train¬ 
ing courses in addition to 
embarking on marketing and 
advertising programs to pro¬ 
mote the new company and 
explain its strategic targets. 
AI Duweik added. ■ 


Trade exchange between Jordan 
and PNA hits JD 24.5 million 

DESPITE THE Israeli tough measures to block the 
way in front of economic relations between Jordan 
and the Palestinian territories, the volume of trade 
exchange between the two sides reached record levels 
last year. 

According to latest statistics issued by the Ministry 
of Trade and industiy, Jordanian businessmen have 
made a lot of deals with their Palestinian counter¬ 
parts. The total till last November reached JD 24.5 
million. 

Jordanian exports to the self-rule territories reached 
JD 6.5 million, while it imported JD 18 million from 
the Palestinian areas during the same period. Jordan 
mainly exports cement while it imports fruits, vegeta¬ 
bles, foodstuffs, construction materials, chemicals, 
textiles and cosmetics. 

Both Jordan and the Palestine National Authority 
are seeking ways to increase the size of their trade 
exchange in an effort to remove the Israeli obstacles 
facing the movement of trade exchange via the cross¬ 
ing points between Iordan and the Palestinian 
territories. 

During the recent meeting of the Joint Jordan ian- 
Israeli Commercial Committee, Jordan has called on 
the committee to remove Israeli obstacles imposed on 
the trade exchange movement with the PNA and 
increase the number of trucks and size of commodi¬ 
ties allowed to enter the Palestinian market. 

Representatives from Jordan, the PNA and Israel 
are expected to meet soon to discuss issues relating to 
economic and commercial corporation between the 
three parties. 

Jordan has lately managed to odd charges on its 
trade exchange with Israel by increasing the ratio of 
customs tariffs on its commodities that go to Israeli 
markets as well as replacing the formula of the back- 
to-back system with the door-to-door one. This deal 
avoids delivery during cargo transportation via 
bridges and allows direct and easy movement of com¬ 
modities. ■ 


Pakistani stock market juggles 
global, Islamic concerns 


By Kenneth J. Cooper 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

KARACHI, Pakistan—The 
first Friday of last October. 
Pakistan’s oldest and largest 
stock market opened for trad¬ 
ing. It was the first time in two 
decades .that the Karachi. Stock 
Exchange did business on a 
Friday—and it will probably 
be the last for a long time. 

The Karachi exchange’s 
shift to a Saturday-Sunday 
weekend in a bid to attract 
more foreign investors lasted 
just one day because of oppo¬ 
sition from Islamic fundamen¬ 
talists and a lack of support 
from, private businesses and 
Lhe government. 

On 4 October, the day of 
Friday trading, small funda¬ 
mentalist parties protested in 
front of the slock market and 
threatened unspecified conse¬ 
quences if it opened on Friday 
again. The market, established 
in 1947, promptly resumed its 
regular Sunday-through- 
Thursday schedule. 

The failed experiment in 
Pakistan’s financial capital and 
a similar experience in the tex¬ 
tile center of Faisalabad stand 
as examples of how religious- 
based customs can prevent 
developing countries from 
becoming more engaged with 
the global economy. 

Like most Islamic countries, 
Pakistan begins its two-day 
weekend on Friday, when 
devout Muslims follow a relig¬ 
ious instruction to assemble in 
mosques for afternoon prayers. 

The Koran. Islam’s holy 
book, does not explicitly for¬ 
bid work on Fridays. But most 
of the Islamic world—except 
for a few countries such as 
Turkey and Malaysia—has 
adopted the custom of closing 
workplaces and taking Fridays 
off. 

The Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan was a latecomer to 
this Islamic custom. It was not 
until 1977. 30 years after inde¬ 


pendence. that Pakistan shifted 
to a Friday-Satunday weekend. 
The change was initiated by 
the government of then-Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
who was tiying to appeal to 
Muslim clerics in an unsuc¬ 
cessful bid to ding to power. 

Two decades later, the ini¬ 
tiative for going back to work¬ 
ing on Fridays came from the 
Federation of Pakistan Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce and Indus¬ 
try. the nation’s largest busi¬ 
ness group. 

Its leaders predicted that 
Pakistan could increase its 
exports if the nation’s busi¬ 
nesses were not out of touch 
with trading partners in West¬ 
ern and East Asian countries 
for three days of each week— 
Friday. Saturday and Sunday. 

Arif Habib, president of the 
Karachi Stock Exchange, said 
he followed the chamber’s 
lead with the understanding 
that the government would 
alter the work week of state- 
owned banks and financial 
institutions after the market 
opened for trading on a few 
consecutive Fridays. 

But the protest by the funda¬ 
mentalist parties, which have 
not fared well in Pakistan’s 
elections but do influence pub¬ 
lic opinion, apparently scared 
off the shaky government of 
Benazir Bhutto, who was dis¬ 
missed as prime minister a 
month later. 

“At that moment, the gov¬ 
ernment was very much weak¬ 
ened. They didn’t take the ini¬ 
tiative,’' Habib said. 

There was another problem: 
The chamber of commerce 
opened its Karachi office last 4 
October, but few member 
companies did. The nation’s 
business community was 
divided between export- 
oriented industries that favored 
ihe change and more numerous 
retailers that feared losing cus¬ 
tomers to competitors. 

A leader of Pakistan's larg¬ 
est religious party, Jamaat-e- 
Islami, which did not partici¬ 


pate in the stock-market 
protest, said working on Fri¬ 
day is neither a religious nor 
business issue. 

Ghafoor Ahmad, the party’s 
deputy chairman , and a former 
exporter, said that the Koran 
instructs Muslims “on Friday 
... to offer prayer in congrega¬ 
tion and then search for the 
bounty of God. That means do 
business." 

But Ahmad argued that 
business in Pakistan has not 
suffered from Friday closings, 
citing growth in the country's 
-international trade during the 
last two decades and the possi¬ 
bility of communicating via 
fax machines evep when 
offices are shuL 

Pakistan's foreign trade and 
investment have increased, but 
the growth has slowed during 
the last year because of 


Bhutto’s political troubles and 
the nation's economic prob¬ 
lems. including a large budget 
deficit, a drop in foreign- 
currency reserves and the 
International Monetary Fund's 
hesitation to release crucial 
loans. 

For some of the same rea¬ 
sons. the Karachi stock market 
has lost half its value since an 
all-time high was reached in 
early 1994, partly on the 
strength of new foreign 
investment. 

Habib said he still believes 
that the Karachi Stock 
Exchange would benefit from 
Friday trading but said for now 
"we have given up." The mar¬ 
ket has no plans to repeal its 
experiment and no hopes any 
new government would risk 
provoking Islamic fundamen¬ 
talists. ■ 


British Midland wins 
top industry awards 

BRITISH MIDLAND, the Airline for Europe, has received 
the highest accolades at die prestigious Airline of the Year 
awards, from Executive Travel magazine. British Midland 
took two of the top prizes at the event, receiving the Best 
Domestic Airline award for a record 10th year plus die Best 
Short-haul Carrier for the second time. 

British Midland boasts other nominations to win the 
awards including British Airways, Swissair and Air UK. 

These latest awards follow British Midland’s £J5m 
upgrade of the Diamond EuroClass product, which offers 
business passengers new executive lounge facilities, 
improved in-flight catering and self-service ticket machines. 
This service is also now available on British Midland's 
domestic network, making it the first airline to offer a fully 
Hedged business class product on the UKs major domestic 
routes. 

Receiving the award, Austin Reid, managing director, said: 
“We are delighted to have been recognized as both the Best 
Domestic Airline and Best Short-haul Carrier, by the readers 
of Executive Travel magazine, as this demonstrates our con¬ 
tinued commitment to becoming the best specialist short-haul 
airline in Europe. It also gives the seal of approval to the 
recent introduction of our upgraded Diamond EuroClass 
product, which for the first time gives business passengers the 
benefits of a separate business class cabin on domestic routes, 
as well as European services." ■ 
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Israelis silence 
‘ fasting’ Cannon 




By Jessica Berry 


ISRAEL HAS silenced Jerusalem's Ramadan cannon, 
meaning Muslims who want 10 know when their daily 
fast beeins and ends have to turn to their radios. 

The ~rusiv eieht fool long cannon, standing in a 
graveyard tWins the walls of the Old City, has been in 
use since 1918. It was fired during the Islamic holy 
month twice at dawn and one at dusk. ... . 

But this year the Labor and Social We fare Ministry 
has deluged the cannon firer with long lists of safety 
and security reasons to prevent him from touching it. 

Rajai Snndouka. who has been the keeper of the 
cannbn for eight years, inherited ihe title from his 
father, as his father had belore him. Their family, he 
said, came ;•■« Jerusalem with Salodin. the l_th century 

tonquero,. ^ . jlch mv father shoot this. I have 
known how to do it all ms hie . he said. Now the 
Labor Ministry has demanded that he take an inten¬ 
sive ihrce-dav explosives course in Tel Amv and 
acquire l.Jcnce before he is allowed to Tire it 
.vain—and that, he v.iys. is impossible. 

“Mr Sandouka. who by day is an actor, has no lime 
for that. Rather he has to make do with one Chinese 
fire-cracker daily, given by the Jerusalem municipal- 
iiv He leu* ii ufl ui the end of the day but. unless you 
arc standing next to it. the chances ol hearing the 

b 3 The'Grand Multi of Jerusalem. Ikrema Sabn. 
incensed. They arc imposing impossible conditions 

on the nun", he said. .. . 

Bui the Israeli municipality is standing us ground. 
"An\ person that wjilts to buy explosives must 
rcxc'iv.* perm:‘Mow from the right authorities which 
arc the Mir.otrv of Social W ell arc and ihc Israeli 
police force", it'said. "Once the person has received 
permission, hc'siic musl obey the sateiy and security 

L The rulinc appears all the more surprising as boys 
ha-.c been Icuinc off a continuous stream of Hrcworks 
throughout the day in front of the Old City since the 
hesimiine c l ihc H*»ly month B 
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By Charles T rueheart 

LA Times-Washingion Post 
News Service 


PARIS—A surge of violence in 
Algeria's five-year-old civil 
war has claimed more than 200 
lives since the beginning of the 
Muslim holy month of Rama¬ 
dan two weeks ago. bringing a 
vow last Friday night from the 
North African country's presi¬ 
dent to harden his stand against 
militants seeking to overthrow 
the government. 

There were reports that 40 
people were massacred—their 
throats slit and some of them 
decapitated—last Friday in the 
village of Ouled Ali. 60 miles 
south of Algiers. Last Thurs¬ 
day. Muslim guerrillas report¬ 
edly slaughtered 15 members of 
a farm family, including 10 
women and a toddler. Accord¬ 
ing to Agence France- Presse, 
the "commando unit" tortured 
and mutilated its victims, an 
increasingly common signature 
or extremist bands waging a 
bloody insurgency against the 
govern menu 

The carnage is common 
enough for Algeria, where 
upwards of 50.000 lives have 
been lost since the militants 
began their campaign of vio¬ 
lence in 1992. But its escalation 
has broken the increasingly sur¬ 
real silence of the military- 
backed government, which is 
held responsible for a share of 


the continuing violence and 
which enjoys the tacit backing 
of France and the United 
States. 

Lashing out at terrorists and 
ihe unnamed “foreign forces 
behind them. President Lamine 
Zeroual last Friday night dark¬ 
ened his government s hard 
line. In a televised address, he 
vowed to eradicate the Islamic 
radical groups and showed no 
sign of openness to the political 
or negotiated solution that his 
regime's critics have been 
demanding. 

T confirm to the dear Alger¬ 
ian people the determination of 
the Algerian state to battle 
against the terrorist groups 
until their final eradication. 
Zeroual said, according to Reu¬ 
ter. “U is bands of criminals, 
traitors and mercenaries manip¬ 
ulated by external sources who 
are exploiting their savagery to 
sene foreign interests. 

The fighting between gov¬ 
ernment forces and radical 
Muslim insurgents broke out in 
1992 alter Algeria's military 
rulers canceled the country s 
first democratic, multi-party 
elections rather than lose 
power, as they were expected 
to do. to the Islamic Salvation 
Front. 

In addition to attracting mili¬ 
tant Muslims, the Salvation 
Front, since outlawed, drew 
many nonradical or indifferent 
voters fed up with the govern¬ 


ing party and military leaders 
who have ruled Algeria since 
its independence Irom France 
in I9b2. 

Since the canceled elections, 
the Armed Islamic Group, a 

\iolcnt organization with tenu¬ 
ous links to the Salvation Front, 
and other radical Muslim guer¬ 
rillas have carried out tens ol 
thousands ol slayings. Irom 
bombings in city streets to 
roadside executions. 

The balance of the killing— 
by some estimates, hall ol it 
has been done in reprisals by 
Zeroual's security forces and 
by militias often armed by the 
government and answerable to 
no known authority. 

For all Lhe \ iolence. Zeroual 
aamered a round ol good pub¬ 
licity and enhanced credibil- 
itv—and caused relief in Paris 
and Washington—when. 22 
months after his installation by 
the military, he won a presiden¬ 
tial election in No%ember 1995. 

Many of the Algerian 
regime's toughest critics con¬ 
cede ihat it was a legitimate 
victory. It gjve a last burst ot 
hope.'Algerian analysts say. to 
the violence-weary Algerian 
middle class, already in deep 
despair over economic misman¬ 
agement and ihe unemployment 
of more than one in every tour 
Algerians of working age. 

But the violence has contin¬ 
ued. and the gov cm mint's 
Lt.iim last vear that it had elimi¬ 


nated all but "residual tenor- I 
ism" is now cited daily as evi- , 
dence of the regime’s detach- i 
ment From reality. Friday 
night's address took a more 
realistic measure of what has 
become a erisly daily pattern or 
random death, often involving 
throat-cutting or disembowel- 
ment. frequently of women and 
children. 

Zeroual's reference to tor- 
eign plotters probably refers to 
opposiu'on forces, including 
exiled leaders of Lhe . banned 
Salvation Front, who signed an 
accord two veaft ago in Rome 
calling for a negotiated 
solution. . 

The crisis in Algeria has 
intensified since November, 
when a referendum on a new 
constitution that ensures the 
government's complete author¬ 
ity over political life was 
passed by a nearly unanimous 
majoritv' according to the offi¬ 
cial results. But eyewitness 
reports from polling stations, a 
general mood of popular dis¬ 
gust with the_ generals and 
other unscientific means have 
discredited the official results. 

Analysis say a political solu- 
lion is more remote tban ever. 

■•I am leaning toward the 
view that the presen: govern¬ 
ment is constitutionally incapa¬ 
ble of changing its approach 
and fixina the erobiem. Gra¬ 
ham Fuller, author oi a recent 
ri„nd Coro, study of the Alcer- 
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ian situation, said in an inter¬ 
view Friday. 

The latest violence—more 
brazen, more bloody, more 
sophisticated that*what came 
before— began with the onset 
of Ramadan on 10 January. A 
purported statement from the 
Armed Islamic Group’s leader, 
Antar Zouabri. said this week 
“the war will continue and will 
intensify during the month of 
Ramadan. We have the means 
and the men to punish all who 
aren't on our side. ... .(They) 
are apostates and deserve io_ 
die" 

Since the holy month of fast¬ 
ing began, published reports 
from Algeria say, street bomb- 
ions. hidden massacres and 


gangster hits have killed 

Shan 200 people-by whpw^^ 

hand, MusUm terrorist 
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known. Five car bombmK 
four nights this past - 

rocked Algiers and its envuw^g^. 
that latest kjlHng 10 people awlsfEME; 
wounding 30 outside a 
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The French govennnes^^*sg^U 
Algeria's colonial raasoa - ' ’j SS&t v 
132 years, Thursday 
usual silence about the cWfflpigSs 
violence to say it was 
pied and shocketT’-Tby: 

“blind and savage" carnage 
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Saudi Ambassador criticizes 
US officials’ comments 
on bombing probe 


Netanyahu calls for g 
probe into Attorney. : -i ^ 
General flap . ... 


ii'.ue '/ ,' r _' ’ 
■'»^ 

rcr^v-i- : '-- “■ 
bal^:"s •';* 
•*** 

Esa'P--.' “ 
uniKC.- 


By Rebecca Trounson 

LA Times-Washington Post 
NewsService- 
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By Thomas W. Lippman 

LA Times’Waslungton Post 
News Service 


0A new tunnel under the Al Aqsa Mosque is being dug bj 
Israel according to Palestinian sources. Israel hoUy denies 
such a charge which is made by PNA Religious Minuter^ 
Hassan Tahboub and Vmm AZ Fahim Mayor, Rae ^^ b ' 
They sav that they have a video proving lliat such worts 
are being carried out. This is part of a senes of tunneb 
that is being dug up under Al Aqsa ^sq^by OielsraeUs. 
It is feared that such works will eventually rock the foun¬ 
dations of the mosque . 


WASHINGTON—The signs of 
strain between the United 
Stares and Saudi Arabia over 
the investigation into a terrorist 
bombing of a US military resi¬ 
dence have increased with the 
distribution of a statement by 
the Saudi ambassador here crit¬ 
icizing FBI Director Louis J. 
FrcelT and Attorney General 
Janet Reno for their comments 
to reporters last week about the 
sensitive case. 

Freeh, in a Washington Post 
interview last Wednesday, and 
Reno in a press briefing the 
next day, said the Saudis have 
withheld crucial information 
about who was responsible for 
the 25 June bombing of the 
Khobar Towers housing com¬ 
plex in Saudi Arabia that killed 
19 US airmen. 

Before that, all Clinton 
administration officials who 
spoke publicly about the cose 
had said that Saudi authorities 
were cooperating with the FBI. 

The issue is sensitive 
because Saudi Arabia is a key 
economic and political ally of 
the United States, and the pres¬ 
ence of US troops there has 
subjected the kingdom's rulers 
to fierce criticism from relig¬ 
ious conservatives. 

"With regard to security 


questions, the sub¬ 
ject is important 
and sensitive." the 
Saudi ambassador. 

Prince Bandar bin 
Sultan, said in a 
statement sent to 
news organizations 
last Friday night. "U 
cannot be worked 
out through the 
media." He did not 
name Freeh or 
Reno, but Saudi 
officials said they 
were the obvious 
targets. 

What US offi¬ 
cials have long 
feared privately is 
that the Khobar 
Towers investiga¬ 
tion would end the 
same way as the 
earlier investigation 
of a bombing of a 
US facility in 
Riyadh. In that case, four sus¬ 
pects were beheaded before US 
investigators ever spoke to 

them. . 

While some suspects in tne 
bbmbing have been.in Saudi 
custody for months. Bandar 
said his government “is not 
accusing or absolving anyone 
yet as to the tragic events in its 
Eastern Province Iasi summer. 
It would be premature to 
accuse or absolve anyone until 
the investigation is completed. 

Bandar’s statement did not 



deny Freeh's charges nor com¬ 
mit the Saudi government to 
"any particular course.of action. 
It reasserted that "Saudi secur¬ 
ity agencies are responsible for 
any crime that takes place on 
sovereign Saudi soil and are 
doing a superb job." 

It said that “excellent work¬ 
ing relations exist between offi¬ 
cials of both countries at all 
levels.... Where there might be 
a difference on a particular 
point, we still have the same 
underlying objective." 


Freeh, who has made three 
trips to Saudi Arabia to discuss 
the case, has received briefings 
on the investigation and some 
forensic and wiretap evidence, 
but US officials have not had 
access to any suspects. 

One senior US official said it 
is unlikely that Saudi security 
forces will ever give the FBI 
unfettered access to suspects, 
any more than the FBI would 
eive such access to the Saudis 
If the crime had occurred here. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—Israeli Prime Minister Betqa- 
min Netanyahu called last Friday for a criminal mjMn 
into alleeations of wrongdoing m hts government s ill-faied 
appointment this month of a short-lived att ontty g eneral _ _ 

The appointee for Israel's top ^nforoerngt-pQSj 
ver and political activist Roni Bar-On, 
dav after re took office two weeks ago. stung by criticism 
from the media, the political opposition and legal experts that 

he was not qualified for the job. ■ „ 

This week, however, a political furor erupted over allege 
lions, initially carried by a slate-run television suition, that 
Netanyahu had agreed to appoint Bar-On as part of a compli¬ 
cated deal to help a key member of the prime minister s relig¬ 
ious-right coalition who is embroiled in a long-running cor¬ 
ruption trial. . , ..... • . 

The reports involve alleged threats by the politician. Aryeh 
Deri of the ultra-Onhodox Shas Party, to withdraw his party s. 

support for career. . •. 

All named in the reports by Channel One television, in¬ 
cluding Netanyahu. Deri and Bar-On. have denied any 

wrongdoing. , . 

Police spokeswoman Linda Menuhin said acting Attorney 
General Edna Arbel and top investigative officials will oroide 
Sunday whether to open a probe into the matter. She said the 
initial requests to do so came from Yossi Sand, who heads Is¬ 
rael's leftist Meretz Party, and from a public watchdog organs 
ization known as Israel's Movement for Quality GovernmtatL 
On Friday, Netanyahu—after aiming a barrage of ennasm 
Thursday at the reporter who broke the story—joined those - 
calling for the police to get to the bottom of the allegatioos. 

In a statement to members of his Cabinet, the prime minister - 
called on police to conduci a “swift, professional and un- - 
biased" investigation. , 

"1 was amazed to hear these allegations." Netanyahu told 
the Cabinet, according to Israel Radio. ‘To the best of my 
knowledge, they have no foundation.” •- 

Nonetheless, the excitement of the political opposition and 
the concerns of legal experts and others here were deepened - 
when Justice Minister Tzachi Hanegbi confirmed one aspect :i 
of the reports. Hanegbi. a former law clerk for Bar-On, had 
been considered the main sponsor of Bar-On's candidacy but 
was quoted Friday as saying the recommendation had come - 
from the prime minister's office. ■ J f 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The Islamic Salva¬ 
tion Party i ISP) was established in Gaza 
after the coming of the Palestinian 
Authority to the Gaza Strip. Recently, 
members of the party elected a new 
political bureau. The Palestine Times 
had the following interview with Mr 
Yahya Mousa, the newly elected Secre¬ 
tary General or the ISP. 

Do you think that the Islamic Salva¬ 
tion Party ilSPl still represents the same 
thought or Hamas, and what is the kind 
or relationship between your party and 
H amas ? 

First of all. the Hamas movement 
expressed itself as the strong wing of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Palestine, that's to 
say holding up the ideological vision meets 
perfectly with brotherhood and it is an 
indivisible pan of it. The ISP represents 
the political orientation for Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood in Palestine, so it bears the same 
ideological essences of Hamas. Yet. the 
Islamic Salvation Pany represents a realis¬ 
tic response for the stage in the aftermath 
of Oslo agreements, and achieves the rec¬ 
onciliation between the ambition of people 
to implement ihe Islamic Project and the 

reality. 

Concerning the- relationship with 
Hamas, wc ran say that it is deep and 
relies on unde’rstanding, co-operation, and 
coordination with taking into account the 
special staws of the ISP as being a political 
party working publicly and under the ban¬ 
ner of law. According to the law. the ISP is 
prevented from using military activities. 


The Islamic Salvation Party 

Accords don’t meet 
Palestinian legitimate rights 

nmmises announced did not serve the goals of the party. 


detainees irrespective of their political.-,. 
affiliation. We do our best to secure 
release of all prisoners through .ctJrf^ryyi 
ordination with all parties concerned 
including the PA's Legislative CwUcBfi'-JT *-; 7 
We also observed a deterioration in the. 
human rights record by the PA which was: 
evident in the killing of 10 of the decunees -^. , :j 
in its jails. . ■' ' 
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How does ISP evaluate the political 
agreements between Israel and the FLO, 
and if 15P opposes these agreements, 
what kind or means will it employ in 
expressing its opposition? 

We have asserted, in various occasions. 


our opposition stand concerning the Oslo 
Accords and their supplements. Our oppo¬ 
sition is based on the fact that these 
accords do not meet the legitimate ana 
national rights of the Palestinian people. 
They also did not give answers to ques¬ 
tions pertaining to the self-determin atio n 
and the return of the Palestinian refugees 
to their homeland. On the contrary, tne 
Jewish settlement activities continue. More 
than 300.000 dunams of Palestinian land 
have been confiscated by the Israelis in Uie 

Wesi Bank and the Gaza Strip; the 
. problem has not been resolved as yet: the 
Palestinian detainees are still being held in 
Israeli jails: and the Israeli occupation 
authorities continues the Judaization or 
Jerusalem. Moreover, the continuous clo¬ 
sure of the West Bank and Gaza Strip led 
to the formation of isolated cantons in the 
territories. Wc reject the basis from which 
the peace process emerged. The living con¬ 
ditions of the Palestinian people in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip are getting from 
bad to worse. The results of the Israeli par¬ 
liamentary elections transferring the power 
to the Likud pushes Israel towards reopen¬ 
ing the agreements in an attempt to free 
itself from their commitments. This makes 


us reassess the process with the aim to 
maintain the achievements of our peop 1 - 
We are committed 10 democracy 
will do our utmost to converge the poliucai 
factions to play an effective role m reviv¬ 
ing the Palestinians to conunue the libera 
tioo process. 


that the encouraging promises announced 
by the PA would he realized on ihe 
ground. 


How do you assess rdWrto* ^ 
the Palestinian Authority? Do 3™ 
that there is some restrictions on your 

a< ?”|£Saling time, our | rclaUon „ s . h jE e W pA 

■ mifitary and clandestine activities. In addi- 
SSftim are some persons in the PA who 
try to prevent any closeness between the 
Sihoriw and our party fearing that such a 
close relation between us could threaten 
their interests and power. Therefore, these 
people do their best to maintain the atmos- 

nhpre tense The contacts between the PA 
SSd were semi-frozen but in lhe 

“Sn of Kent elections and the coming 
ofne'w leadership of the party, we expect a 
positive atmosphere to prevail. We expect 


What is your position concerning the 
participation in the PA's institutions? 
And do you consider your participation 
in the Palestinian National Council 
(PNC) a mistake? . 

Despite the fact that we reject the Oslo 
Accords, we deal with them as a reality on 
the ground which must be acknowledged 
and respected. Wc regard the participation 
in leading the Palestinian society as a noble 
goal and a pan of our duly. Bui the partici¬ 
pation in the PA’s institutions necessitates 
elaboration. Wc support this participation 
in general but wc oppose undertaking min¬ 
isterial posts in the PA's council as long as 
this will make our representatives in ihe 
cabinet involved in die negotiations wim 
Israel. Concerning the participation in the 
PNC. wc believe that the new elected lead¬ 
ership of the party should determine ns 
position regarding this. I did not support 
participation in the last session of the PNC 
because the council convened for a limited 
objective which was to amend the Palestin¬ 
ian National Covenant. Such amendment 


What is your perspective regarding 
the current negotiations between the 
PLO and Israel? Do you anticipate 
progress in the Palestinian status in both 
the political and security areas? 

Israel wants a rapid end to the current 
negotiations. It sees no threat 10 its secur¬ 
ity. It also considers the PA a weak part¬ 
ner. This is why the Likud-led government 
has delayed the redeployment of its troops 
from Hebron. Therefore we are pessimistic 
over the (peace) process. Not only do we 
not anticipate progress, but we believe that 
Netanyahu is leading lhe whole region to 
the verge of collapse. 


Do you think that the PA is interested-, 
in a national dialogue with the oppci»- J * 
tioo movements regarding the political 

issues? * ’ V' 

The national dialogue is still an emptT ' 
slogan in the absence of democracy. Tbere v 
is an urgent need for such a dialogue and"; 
to create a democratic atmosphere by stop-.: 
ping the arrest campaigns against PalestilF:-. 
ians of different political affiliation. All -: 
calls 10 conduct a national dialogue will gO'-v 
in vain if they do not stem out of solid ; 
grounds of national unity,, justice, and, : 
equality among all citizens. I believe / 
the PA would have interest in co^ 
ordination and co-operation with the oppO- .' 
sition, especially now, where the peace; 
talks reached a stalemate. . ,7 
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The PA detains numbers of Hamas 
activists- Did you make any efforts to 
secure their release? And how do you 
awws the human rights record in the 
self rule areas? 

The Oslo Accords created miserable 
situation which affected the nation s exis¬ 
tence. Both the PA and the Opposition 
committed mistakes. Our party plays a 
major role in reconciliation. We regard all 
the detainees in the PA jails as our own 


How can the Palestinians get out of .- 
this political stalemate in yoor opinion? 

The PA should stop negotiations with 
the Israeli government immediately on the 
pretext that this government does not show 
willingness to meet its commitments in 
accordance with the Oslo Accords, its pro¬ 
crastination over redeployment from Heb- V 
ton. and in the light of its ambitious plans- • 
10 Judaize Jerusalem. The PA and the .. 
opposition must work together to defend 
the national interests of the Palestinian 
people. ■ 
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Author defends his 
‘Collossal History’ of Europe 


By Bill Glauber 

LA Times-Washingion Post 
News Service 

LONDON—Imagine the terror 
of writing the entire history of 
Europe. Where to begin? 
Where to finish? What to leave 
out? 

“You've got to be fool¬ 
hardy,” says Norman Davies, a 
57-year-old British historian 
who spent seven years writing 
the 1J 65-page book Europe: A 
History. “You’re sticking your 
head over a parapet in which 
certain people are bound to 
shoot at you” 

The book is one man's unu¬ 
sual and controversial view of 
Europe from pre-history ro the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991. A lot is here: The rise 
and fall of the Greek and 
Roman empires, the Middle 
Ages and Renaissance, and 
20th century wars that would 
have "amazed the most barbar¬ 
ous of barbarians" 

There are pre-historic reci¬ 
pes, prayers in Hebrew, musi¬ 
cal scores and the parting 
words of the famous. Karl 
Marx, when asked for a death¬ 
bed comment, said: “Go on. get 
out!" 

While the work has received 
glorious reviews in Britain— 
“A sumptuous mental feast” 
says The Times of London—it 
has been savaged by an Ameri¬ 
can historian who alleges it 
contains a host of errors. 

Even Davies admits in (he 
preface: This book contains 
little that is original" But he is 
toying with his audience, for he 
is aiming at nothing less than 
repackaging European history, 
balancing the scales between 
east and west. In Davies' care. 
European history finally stands 
united, from Ireland to Russia. 


Even the maps arc turned 90 
degrees, forcing the reader io 
see Europe from a new angle, 
to understand just how vast and 
important the east is in relation 
to the west. 

Davies calls this book "col- 
lossal history.” one written on 
an enormous canvas and aimed 
ar a wide audience. But the tale 
moves quickly. He provides a 
wide-angle view in densely- 
packed chapters that zoom in 
for closeups with 300 mini¬ 
essays on subjects ranging 
from Spartacus to ghetto life to 
birth control. He freezes 
moments that define eras: 
Napoleon bidding farewell to 
the Imperial Guard at Fontaine¬ 
bleau, France in 1814: Nazi 
war criminals being served 
with their indictments at 
Nuremberg in 1945. 

“I do belong to the club 
which doesn't see a distinction 
between academic history and 
popular history,” Davies says. 
“I don't see why a book 
shouldn't be intellectually 
sound, entertaining and fun to 
read. Historians who write aca¬ 
demic history, which is unread¬ 
able, are basically wasting their 
time” 

More than 50,000 copies of 
the book have been sold. 

Davies’ book is not the only 
major study of Europe now on 
the market. A History of Mod¬ 
em Europe: From the Renais¬ 
sance to the Present, by John 
Merriman. and A History of 
Europe, by J.M. Roberts, also 
are vying for readers. 

This series of major histories 
has been driven in part by 
receat events—the end of the 
Cold War and the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. But there is 
also a yearning among some in 
Europe to take stock of the 
past, as the continent embarks 



Napoleon 


on historic change. For Europe 
is making plans io unite 
around a single currency. 
Armies that once stood on 
opposite sides may be brought 
together under the umbrella of 
NATO. 

Davies' book is as good a 
guide as any to the past and. 
perhaps, the future. 

For years. Davies mined the 
then-unfashionable history of 
eastern Europe. Cod's Play¬ 
ground: A History of Poland 
brought him a measure of fame 
in the academic world and in 
Poland. The Economist called 
the two-volume study "stimu¬ 


lating. authoritative and highly 
readable" But the hook also 
played a pan in a 1986-87 con¬ 
troversy at Stanford University, 
where Davies was denied a 
chair in Eastern European 
history. 

According to a 1987 article in 
The Nation magazine. Stanford 
officials said Davies' work had 
a "lack of objectivity,” and was 
"insufficiently analytical” 

Davies contended that a group 
of Stanford professors alleged 
he was insensitive to Jews and 
served as an apologist for the 
Polish role during the 
Holocaust. 


Davies Hied suit against the 
university and some of his crit¬ 
ics. But the California Court of 
Appeals ruled jgainst him. 
saying he could not take testi¬ 
mony from history department 
members who had discussed 
the academic chair in a confi¬ 
dential meeting. 

"Nobody has ever openly 
charged me with anti- 
Semitism." Davies says in his 
office at the School of Sla¬ 
vonic and East European Stud¬ 
ies at the University of Lon¬ 
don. “What they say is the 
things I write abuut Eastern 
Europe don't suit various peo¬ 
ple. especially in America." 

Davies still has his critics 
there. 

Princeton University history 
professor Theodore K. Rabb 
suvjued "Europe" last month 
in The New York Times Book 
Review, ridiculing the book for 
its tone, style and. most of all. 
alleged inaccuracies. 

Among the alleged miscucs. 
Rabb says Davies placed Han¬ 
nibal in the wrong century, 
misunderstood Copernicus and 
provided v arious dales lor the 
first historical mention of 
Moscow and the beginnings of 
the Dutch Revolt. 

Davies contends "Rabb is 
either talking about totally 
trivial things or unsubstan¬ 
tiated charges, or. he's simply 
wrong” 

An unfavorable review 
won't spoil Davies' popularity 
in Europe He's now engaged 
in the art of promotion, selling 
his book across the continent. 
But soon, he'll he back on die 
historical trail full-time. His 
next subject, he says, is the 
United Kingdom. 

' I’ll have a go at the British 
and son them out.” he says. "It 
will be short and pithy" ■ 




‘In Love and 
War ’ misses the 
mark on both 


By Rita Kempley 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

“IN LOVE and War," 3 divert¬ 
ing romantic drama about a 
compassionate nurse and her 
patient, fairly tiptoes through 
the trenches and trauma of the 
First World War. Set in Italy 
near the end of the war. the 
film strives 
for emotional 
depth and geo¬ 
graphical 
grandeur, but 
comes off like 
“The English 
Patient Lite.” 

Though ambi¬ 
tious and 
handsomely 
mounted, the 
epic has ail 
the sweep of a 
whisk broom. 

Based on 
the diaries of 
Agnes von 
Kurowsky. the 
film stars a 



Hemingway 


surprisingly 

tender Sandra Bullock as the 
brave and beautiful nurse who 
inspired Ernest Hemingway's 
tragic romance “A Farewell to 
Arms” Directed with style, if 
not flair, by Richard Attenbo¬ 
rough. the film chronicles the 
short-lived affair between, the 
26-year-old Red Cross worker 
and Hemingway (dashing Chris 

By Bill Glauber 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 

COULSDON. England—If Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein wanted w know more 
about what was devastating Baghdad dur- 
SySe Gulf War. he didn't need to call ,n 

'' ^Au'be had to do was check his Jane’s 
hlieations, which would have told him 
about^verytiiing from Sleallh bombers lo 

K^uce yeatraoks 
that no military 

line executive can do wfoouL ^ publi . 
armies to railroads, publi- 

yearbook, All the 

inse wmpilation of 

SfeteUt, scanesl 

in military and ciwli military 

And for those who oeedtw 1 

fix quickly, [here s !^Je that tracks 
Weekly.- d» &2fSSb to the Middle 

■■ — 

News - -60 Minutes" once dubbed 
JaS titc “Closest thing to a coratnetc.nl 


O’Donnell), then a fun-loving 
if cocky 18-year-old ambu¬ 
lance driver. 

Ernie, convinced of his own 
immortality like most young 
people, is itching for some 
action when he first arrives in 
northern Italy in the summer 
of 1918. When he finds he’s 
miles from the front, he man¬ 
ages to maneuver his way into 
the battle 
zone, where 
he is struck by 
mac tune gun 
fire while lug¬ 
ging a 
wounded Ital¬ 
ian officer to 
safety. 

During his 
convalescence 
, Ernie falls 
deeply in love 
.with Agnes, 
who is equally 
smitten by the 
handsome 
“Kid.” but she 
struggles with 
the disparity in 
their ages. 
Besides, she has a more suita¬ 
ble prospect in the debonair 
Italian doctor (Emilio 
Bonucci) with whom she 
works so well. Agnes finally 
gives in to her feelings for the 
younger man and promises to 
many him when she returns to 
the States. 

Although the story wants to 
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# Japanese women are getting crazy these days buying the new electronic birdlike 
pet called the tamagotchi A total of 350,000 of this digital creature have been sold to 
the public only in two months. When asking to be fed or cleaned up, the tamagotchi 
emmits a *pipi * sound. The tamagotchi is an electronic game with a difference. It is 
a virtual pet, but it acquires a life of its own once the owner sets a time button and 
the creature hatches on the screen. From that point on, the tamagotchi imposes a 
rigorous routine on the owner. The creature squeaks with delight when fed tidbits by 
the press of a button. 


end then and there, the screen¬ 
play—by Allan Scott. Clancy 
Sigal and Anna Hamilton Phe¬ 
lan—picks up with Heming¬ 
way's return to his home in the 
United States, where he waits 
impatiently for his fiancee’s 
return. His main activity is run¬ 
ning to the mailbox to look for 
missives from his beloved. 
Meanwhile. Agnes begins to 
rethink her decision while visit¬ 
ing the handsome doctor in his 
splendid Venetian mansion. 


•Attenborough, whose fil¬ 
mography includes "Oh! What 
a Lovely War" and "A Bridge 
Too Far.” has never shown a 
knack for war movies. Appar¬ 
ently. he thought of this film as 
a companion piece to "Shadow- 
lands," his exquisitely moving 
account of C.S. Lewis's autum¬ 
nal romance. 

Alas, we're left with a dour 
and improbable notion: Over-’ 
night, little Ernie has been 
transformed from affable opti¬ 


mist to mean-spirited and 
unforgiving alcoholic who 
would pirie over Agnes for the 
rest of his life. .Agnes stupidly 
gives up the chance to marry 3 
great house in Venice and a 
great job in nursing, the better 
to tend her broken heart. Alas, 
there is no point to all this suf¬ 
fering. no greater meaning to 
this tale of romantic woe. 

It could be worse. They 
could have gotten married and 
moved 10 Madison County. ■ 


Col. Parker 


One for the money 


By Richard Harrington 

LA Times-Washing ion Post 
News Sen'icc 

WHEN COL. Tom Parker passed away last 
week at the age of 87. it marked the death of a 
super-salesman whose one and only product— 
Elvis Presley—became the catalyst for a world¬ 
wide cultural revolution. 

Parker, a onetime carnival barker, never had a 
clue about Presley’s sociological impact, didn't 
particularly care for rock-and-roll, and certainly 
didn’t care for the fans. They were just marks. 

He couldn't have cared much for Presley, 
either. When the singer died in August 1977. the 
first thing Parker told an associate was; ‘This 
won't change anything.” And even as Presley 
was undergoing an autopsy in Memphis. Parker 
was putting the finishing touches on a souvenir 
merchandise deal, the final chapter in his 
client's transformation from cultural oddity 10 
‘commercial commodity. 

Parker and Presley represent the convergence 
of two characters from carnival culture: the poor 
country boy who grabs the brass ring and (he 
mysterious stranger who fleeces the innocent. 

The Colonel was often described as a cross 
between P.T. Bamum and W.C. Helds: in the 
King's court, he was combination court jester. 
Svcngali and Robin Hood. 

For Parker, success was never measured by 
creative achievement, only by financial payoff, 
understandable since ihe bigger the pot, the 
bigger his portion. When million-dollar 
offers would come in for a concert or 
some other project. Parker would smile 
and say. ‘That's plenty for me. but 
what about my boyT And he wasn't 
joking. Everything had its price, 
including Parker, who offered himself 
for interviews at $25,000 for small talk. 
$100,000 for long conversation. Neither 
situation promised anything resembling 
truth, of course. 

Admittedly, the Colonel 
character-—fat. oblivious to 
fashion, possessed of a 
strange. unexplained 
accent. But he was a 
cipher, as well. It wasn't 
until Albert Gold¬ 
man's 1981 Presley 
biography that the 
world learned Col. 

Tom Parker was 
really Andres 
van Kuijk of the 
Netherlands. By 
that time, he'd 
been an illegal 
alien here for half a 
century, as well as 
an inadvertent cultu¬ 
ral revolutionary by 
proxy. And just as 
Presley’s greatest fear 
was that everything would sud¬ 
denly disappear, fear of discov¬ 
ery and deportation kept Parker 
from ever fully enjoying the 
fruits of his client's labors. 

Since Elvis Presley became 
an international icon, it’s odd 
to fault Parker’s efforts on his 
behalf. The two made unimag¬ 
inable amounts of money. For 
Presley, what he received was 
so much more than he ever 
expected that it was appar¬ 
ently more than enough. For 
Parker, what started out as 
concern for his client’s needs 
was gradually replaced by a 
fiscal greed that only a Wall 
Street shark could appreciate. 

But the Colonel was more than a thief of 
funds. He was also the emascuiator of Elvis 
Presley’s art, the defuser of the roiling rock-and- 
roll passion that marked his work, both live and 
on record, before Presley went off to serve his 
Army stint Peter Guralnick’s fine biography. 
Last Train to Memphis , ends with Presley head¬ 
ing off 10 serve in Germany; the Colonel who 
inhabits that book is almost amusing, but jugu- 
larly instinctive, in manipulating ihe media (tele¬ 
vision in particular) as Elvis mythology is con¬ 
structed out of thin air. 

"It’s easy to imagine Guralnick’s reluctance 
to address Presley's posl-Army career and 
impossible to envision him casting Parker as 
anything but a villain. Presley's voice may not 
have changed, but he was castrated by Parker- 
engineered career choices in the '60s. One of the 
most dynamic performers of all time, one who 
reveled in audience response. Presley did no 
concerts between 1961 and 1969. 

Though Presley had been defined and deliv¬ 
ered 10 the public by television. Parker kept him 
off the tube for a decade until his triumphant 
1968 special. Even then. Parker had wanted a 
tux-clad Presley to sing Christmas holiday stan¬ 
dards with a string orchestra. In one of his few 
acts of defiance. Presley opted for tight black 
leather, rock classics and his old band. 

And what was Parker’s worn career choice? 




Trapping Presley in three dozen of the most 
mediocre films ever attached 10 one name, most 
of them filled with horrid assembly-line pop pap 
(remember "Do the Clambake"?"!. Meanwhile. 
Parker reportedly turned down possible Presley 
leads in the film version of "West Side Story" 
and the remake of “A Star Is Bam" opposite 
Barbra Streisand (imagine!), as well us (he John 
Voighl role in "Midnight Cowboy" 

According to Iasi year's "The Inner Elvis." 
wriuen by psychologist Peter Whiimcr. 
Presley's problems with Parker were rooted in 
his desperate mama's-hoy relationship with Gla¬ 
dys Presley. According 10 Whinner. Parker was 
"a perfect psychological amalgam of an ideal¬ 
ized mother. ... After Gladys' death in 1958. 
Tom Parker became Gladys Presley." with 
whom he shared such physical attributes as a 
rotund body and a round face with double chin. 

Whitmcr also writes that Gladys and the 
Colonel were both "masters of passive- 
aggressive manipulation iwho) used subtle set- 
pieces of controlling behavior with which they 
could coax and entice, rather than shout or push, 
to make their point.... Forever supplicant before 
those he perceived as authoritarian, in this 
regard Elvis was like a weather vane in a strong 
wind." 

On Aug. 15. 1955 Presley signed a usurious 
contract naming Parker his "sole and exclusive 
adviser, personal representative and manager" 
The standard manager's fee then (as now) was 
10 to 15 percent, but Parker started at 25 per¬ 
cent. In 1966. he jacked it up to an 
unheard-of 50 percent. 

Presley, ever isolated in Gracelond. 
didn't seem to care about messing 
with what on the surface remained a 
winning formula. 

Parker made a lot of bad deals as 
well, sometimes by making no deal at 
' W all. For instance. Presley was virtually 
" J the only American pop star of the ‘50s 
' ‘ and ‘60s never to tour overseas. 

though there were myriad 
opportunities and exorbitant 
offers. The reason? 
Parker was afraid that 
if he trial to get a 
passport, immigration 
authorities would find 
out he had entered the 
United States illegally 
and send him back to 
Holland. And the Colo¬ 
nel was so paranoid 
about losing control 
over Presley that he 
never would let 
Presley tour without 
him. 

His worst trespasses, 
however, came in his 
dealings with RCA 
Records. Parker never 
pressed for a good royalty 
rate, even after Presley 
became the label’s best¬ 
selling act And in 1973, he 
sold the masters for all of 
Presley's recordings to 
RCA for $5.4 million. Not 
only was that a fraction of 
their worth; after Parker's 
cm and taxes. Presley was 
left with $1.35 million, 
most of that going to Pris¬ 
cilla Presley in a divorce 
settlement. With various 
anciliaries. Parker actu¬ 
ally made $1.5 million 
more than Presley on the 
deal, which reportedly 
cost the Presley estate 
more than $300 million in royalties on sales of 
his albums following his death four years later. 

About the same time as tite RCA deal, Parker 
formed Boxcar Enterprises to handle Elvis mer¬ 
chandising. with Presley getting only 15 percent. 

Eventually, of course, the chickens came home 
to roosL During an estate hearing in 1980, an 
alert Memphis judge questioned Parker's 50- 
percenr commission as well as other elements of 
his contract and appointed a lawyer to represent 
and defend the interests of Lisa Marie Presley, 
then 13. The court subsequently declared Parker 
"guilty of self-dealing and overreaching” and said 
he had "handled affairs not in Elvis' bur his own 
interest." Calling Elvis "naive, shy and unasser¬ 
tive" and Parker "aggressive, shrewd and tough." 
it closed the book on any further dealings 
between him and tire estate. 

After being exposed in Goldman's Presley 
book and sued by the Presley estate, the Colonel 
proved wily as ever. He filed legal papers sug¬ 
gesting that since he'd served in the US Army 
without permission from ihe Dutch government, 
he had automatically forfeited his citizenship 
there. Since he had never applied for US citizen¬ 
ship. he was essentially a man without a country 
and no one had jurisdiction over him. Such tactics 
delayed resolution so long that the Presley estate 
finally settled with Parker, and he received a $2 
million settlement from RCA Records. That was 
the lost money he made from Elvis. ■ 


No military planner or spy chief 
can do without Jane’s 


intelligence agency" 

That may have been an understatemenL 
Jane’s is noted for its military scoops, 
publishing photos and details of ortce- 
secret jets, helicopters and nuclear- 
powered aircraft carriers. Arms negotiators 
have consulted Jane’s yearbooks-and 
cut deals. Jane’s manual on land 
SSiis vflB used by US soldiers as they 
deployed in Bosnia. _ 

And of course, an enure generation of 
techno^thriller novelists and nuhjary jrair- 

S^Ssro'keStacfwifofoe latest trends 

nationalised Crass end the CIA. Saddam 
Hussein was a subscriber to Jane s 
n^frnce Weekly" until his subscription 
Swhen1raqv.es anofffrora'he ms, 
oftive world by UN-imposed sanctions. 

‘i don’t know of any other information 
oJrization that has the stature of Jane s. 
^Eugene Carroll, a retired US Navy 
Smiral who serves as the deputy director 
for Defense Information m 

Washington. 


‘Thcy were given access 10 an awful lot 
of official data coming oul of the minis¬ 
tries of nations all around the world." he 
adds. “The Pentagon cooperated with 
them, provided an awful lot of material. 
They arc the unique authority on matters 
military” 

The company has built its reputation on 
being a stickler for details and sticking to 
the facts. Jane's doesn't publish classified 
information. It relies instead on what is 
known as “open-source material ” gathered 
from public documents and interviews 
with military hardware designers. 

“Yes. we are an insider, buL we protect 
our impart ialily vrith our accuracy and our 
authority.” says Allred Rolington. the 
company's managing director. “If we 
didn'L have that independence, then, 
frankly, no one would buy from us. Oyer 
the years, we've been accused of being 
communists, and, of being capitalist 
swine" 

The company founder would probably 
have • appreciated the back-handed 
compliment. 

Fred T. Jane, bom in 1865. was a vicar’s 


son who enjoyed practical jokes, home¬ 
made explosives and all things nautical. As 
a child playing war games. Jane devised 
signaling and identification methods that 
were later used by Britain's Royal Navy. 
In 1882. inspired by a British naval bom¬ 
bardment of Alexandria in Egypt, he 
created a portfolio of ship’s drawings that 
would later form the backbone of the first 
edition of Jane’s Fighting Ships. 

"Jane can be expected to go a long 
way—in one direction or another" one of 
his teachers reported. 

Jane was an illustrator, journalist, writer 
of cheap science fiction and adventure 
novels. 

He was also a super patriot who feared 
Britain was being infiltrated by spies prior 
to World War I. 

He once "arrested" a German he sus¬ 
pected was a spy. When the story hit the 
papers, the public provided Jane with tales 
of other alleged spies. He gave the infor¬ 
mation to the government, which used it as 
the foundation of a counter-espionage 
operation that led to the creation of the 
MI5 security service. 


In 1898, he published his opus. "Jane’s 
All the World's Fighting Ships” He fol¬ 
lowed that up in 1909. producing “Jane's 
Airships (Aeroplanes and Dirigibles).” a 
brief account of a brave-new-world of air 
transport. 

Jane died in the flu epidemic in 1916. 
But his yearbooks survived and even 
thrived as the world arms race accelerated 
in a bloody, war-filled century. 

For decades. Jane's was known only to 
military insiders, specialists and 
journalists. 

But during the 1991 Gulf War, Jane's 
struck it big, as the world's media strug¬ 
gled to comprehend the high-tech war¬ 
making wizardry unleashed by the US 
military. 

Paul Beaver, an exuberant Englishman 
and company spokesman, emerged as the 
company's global star, calmly discussing 
the merits and perils of such things as Scud 
missiles and Apache helicopters. 

‘The war surprised everyone because it 
was over so quickly and so many toys 
were brought out.” Beaver says. “But from 
the beginning, we felt the land war 


wouldn't last but 10 to 15 days. We w< 
pooh-poohed at the time. People thought 
would last for years" 

But the fall-out from the war still affet 
Jane’s. Now. it is recognized as a prir 
intelligence source. And the company 
branching out. releasing CD-Roms, a 
even video games. A~ line of techn 
thrillers written by Jane's staffers is also 
the planning stages. 

“We have 350 full-time staff," Beav 
says. "We have another 300 contribute 
rather like stringers. And then, there 2 
3.000 fellow travelers. Jane’s groupi 
who might send us one or two items 
year. Maybe a picture of a ship. A newsp 
per clipping” 

The company has offices in Irvir 
Calif., and Alexandria, Va.. to track infc 
mation coming from the US defense indi 
try and the Pentagon. The company pla 
to open a Far East office this year. 

Many of Jane's editors have mifitai 
intelligence and engineering backgroum 
Others are military hardware enthusiai 
whose zest for detail has been reward 
with a high-profile job. 

But the people who form the backbo 
of Jane’s are the yearbook editors, wl 
work out of their homes in the Eneli 
countryside. 

They are men like Christopher Fo: 
soft-spoken, friendly, and absolutely wi 
about tanks. 

When Foss, editor of “Jane’s Armor ai 
Artillery ’ isn’t writing about, test drivii 
or lest firing a tank, he’s adding to his a 
lection of toy tanks. ■ 


* 


1 



■ix : 
cd ’ 


Lhe 

ObX 

the 

>89 


idly 

the 

nlay 

lion. 
:d 10 
six 
than 

tiltics 

lional 
ed to 
IMF! 

nomic 
bsidy, 
my- »r 

• ihosi 

mry i 
;eekin 
: Union 



of lap 
ibacks 

y 2S f 

the re 
770 n 

red $5< 
gned b 
ments I 


det 

d Med 
with 1 
-ban ar 
with ! 

s Autt 
official 
■n a pa 
gas. 
signed 
troleur 
id an 0 
■ their c 
cavatie 
Araba, 
an avei 
. of Jorr 


U/97 J3 
















«!*%**•<»*> 


8 THE STAR 




Thompson out 
for shopping 

• Oscar-winning aarcss 
Kmma Thompson meets up 
with mother. Pbylidda Law 
and her pregnant sister to do 
some shopping in the January 
sales. Emma seems to have 
learnt her lesson after 
recently revealing all on a 
recent trip overseas. As you 
can see she's covering 
everything up except her big 
spender shopping bags. 



Phillipe Guisiano 

Transfiguration into Chopin 


By Anca De Maio 

Special to "Die Star 

S aturday night the French pianist PbilQpe 
Guisiano held the audience spellbound at 
the main theater of the Royal Cultural 
Center with an exceptional Chopin reci¬ 
tal. For the first time in Jordan and in the Middle 
East the young chopin specialist, bom in 1973 in 
Marsielles, brought to life the universally recog¬ 
nizable music of the unique Polish composer. 
Tall and hesitant in his black suit, he walked 
onto the stage and sat down before the keyboard 
that in a second turned magic. After playing 
Robert Casadessus’s expressionist Impromptu 
no.4 Op.64 as a special homage to the famous 
contemporary French composer, Guisiano 
passed from expressing his national belonging to 
interpreting his favourite Chopin repertoire. 

‘‘From the very beginning 1 could feel that 
there were affinities between Chopin and me, 
and so did my professors,” said the pianist. ‘To 
be frank I cannot imagine my career as a pianist 
without chopin.” he added. 

Many critics in France and jury members who 
saw Guisiano on the stages of various interna¬ 
tional music competitions acknowledged an 
incredible resemblance between him and Chopin 
in musical sensitivity and even in physical 
appearance. It is incredible how the reserved 
young man gets transfigured into a completely 
different character while on stage. Highly con¬ 
centrated, his pale face bathes in flooding emo¬ 
tions. his fingers, light and fleet, magically flow 
up and down the keyboard all the way to the 
closing chords of a piece when a wide gesture 
marks a final stressed note. His hands rest sus¬ 
pended in the air. wrist to wrist, as if manacled 
for a second, before plungjng again over die 
black and white keys for another smooth serene 
passage or for an impetuous tensed attack. Some 


see in him Chopin's 
metaphoric reincarna¬ 
tion and find his inter¬ 
pretation so convinc¬ 
ing that the public's 
acceptance is absolute. 

The international 
Chopin competitions 
held in Warsaw every 
five years have a long 
tradition (that C3n be 
traced back to 1927) 
and a universally rec¬ 
ognized prestige of the 
college of Chopin in¬ 
terpretation. Taking 
part for the first time 
in this competition in 
1990, the then i 7-year- 
old Guisiano was 
named its youngest 
laureate. Five years lat¬ 
er he was the first ever appointed (second prix) 
winner of the 13th International Chopin Compe¬ 
tition. 

Generations of pianists interpreted Chopin 
with unlimited freedom and exaggeration in 
rhythm, tempo, dynamics, phrasingfand even in 
notes-reading. Arthur Rubnestein. a music crit¬ 
ic. was one of those who blamed the “wrong tra¬ 
dition” in which the individual interpreter could 
go against the wishes of the composer. He estab¬ 
lished the performance practice of adhering to 
the letter while illuminating the spirit. Guisia¬ 
no’s Chopin playing is true to the original but 
never academic. 

Giuisiano respects the text up to the slightest 
pedaling detail but the intonation of the-reading 
is sensitive ly creative and rhythmically elegant. 
“I can not say there is a right or a wrong way of 
interpreting Chopin.” he said. “The approaches 


of various schools dif¬ 
fer in technical terms, 
but beyond the pianist 
virtuosity potential the 
question of Chopin's 
music authenticity is 
much simpler: either 
you feel it or not. 
“When the text is no 
longer read but fell, the 
interpreter recreates the 
music as if for the first 
time, h is the magic 
moment, "when the 
performer and the com¬ 
poser become one.” 
Guisiano pointed out. 
Critics have already no¬ 
ticed Guisiano's amaz¬ 
ing capacity to enliven 
the abstract note and 
transform it into magi¬ 
cal sound. “If one note only in a whole perfor¬ 
mance is felt with the same' intensity as Chopin 
did, its sound will vibrate throughout the concert 
hall and make people happy.” According to him. 
“the” sound came Saturday night before the in¬ 
termission while playing Sherzo no.2 in B fiat 
minor, Op.25. "The fantaisie-Impromptu in C 
sharp Major Op.Sl as well as some of the 
Twelve Etudes Op.25 met his emotional exigen¬ 
cy," he added. 

The three Impromptus, following the introduc¬ 
tory piece charmed the audience with their typi¬ 
cally Chopinesque melodic filigree. Composi¬ 
tions with a less strict structure than a sonata and 
having something of the character of an improvi¬ 
sation, the impromptus is technically more ac¬ 
cessible and easier to listen to than the rest of the 
repertoire. 

Scherzo no. I in B minor. Op.20 and Scherzo 


So.2 in B flat Minor, Op .31 revealed their inter¬ 
rogative figures in passages of ascending tension 
and finger-twisting dexterity counterpointed by 
rocking calm movements embellished with 
cadenzalike ornamentations. The Twelve Etudes. 
Op.25 represents Chopin's second grouping of 
study-pieces or exercises whose original purpose 
was to teach skills, later to display them. Gener¬ 
ally each Etude considers a single technical 
problem of execution and it is based on a single 
theme. Addressing ail range of technical prob¬ 
lems from arpeggios, octaves, double sixths and 
double thirds to hands and fingers independence, 
articulation, rhythm, speed and force, the 
exhausting Etudes make the daily exercise- of 
any pianist. Beside the technical work they 
imply, they are a masterpiece of authentic music 
in themselves. 

Guisiano underlined the unique subtleness 
with which Chopin made the passage from diffi¬ 
cult training to real music making. Demonstrat¬ 
ing scintillating virtuosity and tortai refinement, 
Guisiano ended the Etudes with the stormy 
applause of the enlightened public 

Guisiano formation as a pianist includes 
five years of study with professor Jacques 
Rouveir at the Paris conservatory, two years 
of perfectioning study with the German' pro¬ 
fessor Karl-Heinz Kammerling and another 
two years of preparation at the conservatory 
of Amesterdam. He has performed on prestig¬ 
ious stages in France. Austria. Italy. Japan, 
etc. This year's official touring has started 
with Jordan and will continue with Austria. 
Italy Canada and Japan. As for his discogra¬ 
phy in February he will record his first offi¬ 
cial compact disc playing Chopin. Guisiano’s 
repertoire however is' not limited to Chopin. 
He prefers classical to contemporary music 
and among his favourite composers he men¬ 
tioned Ra hmanin nv and Porkofiev. ■ 


Princess Wijdan will be an asset 
to the Institute of Diplomacy 


AMMAN—With the blessings of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
chairman of the Institute of Diplomacy, the 
President of the ID, Dr Mazen Armouti 
appointed HRH Princess Wijdan Ali as 
lecturer and senior researcher at the insti¬ 
tute as from 1 February 1997. 

Dr Armouti said that the Princess dis¬ 
tinctive knowledge of Islamic ait and civil¬ 
ization and international cultural relations, 
and her vast experience in the fields of 
diplomacy, university teaching, writing, 
arts, and volunteer work, as well as mem¬ 
bership in cultural organizations will 
enrich the work of the institute. 

Prince Wijdan was the first woman to 
represent Jordan at the United Nations 
meetings (the Economic and Social Coun¬ 
cil ECOSOC) in Geneva and the 19th Ses¬ 
sion of the UN General assembly in New 
York in 1962. She was also the first 
woman to be appointed by the Foreign 
Ministry as assistant director of the Depart¬ 
ment of International Organizations, and 
was chosen in 1965 to be programme offi¬ 
cer of UNDP. 

She holds a Ph.D and an MA degrees in 
Islamic art from the School of Oriental and 
African Studies (SOAS) of London Uni¬ 
versity, and a BA degree, in history from 
the Beirut College for Women (now the 
American University in Beirut) In 1992 
Princess Wijdan became president of the 
founding committee of the Higher Institute 
for Islamic Art and Architecture of Al Al- 
Bayt University, after which she became 
assistant professor of Islamic art and 
aesthetics. 

Considered one of the pioneers of the 



Princess Wijdan 

modem art movement in Jordan. Princess 
Widjan has organized 21 solo art exhibi¬ 
tions. These took place in Amman. West 
Berlin, London, Madrid. Lousvifie, Wash¬ 
ington DC. She also held 4# group exhibi¬ 
tions at numerous museums throughout the 
world including the National Museum of 
Women in the Arts in Washington, the 
British Museum in London, die Center 
d’Art Vivant de la ViUe. de Tunis in Turns, 
and the Musee d’Astlah in Asilah 
(Morocco). 

Tbe princess was awarded a number of 


medals and awards including the Al Huss¬ 
ein Bin Talal Gold Medal for Artistic 
Achievement and an award from the Inter¬ 
national Council of Women in tile Arts in 
Chicago for outstanding contributions. She 
was also chosen among 100 personalities 
throughout the world as “Ambassador of 
the Arts” by World Link magazine pub¬ 
lished by the World Economic Forum in 
Geneva. M 

Princess Wijdan founded the Royal 
Society of Fine Arts in 1979 and the 
National Museum of Fine Arts in Amman 
a year later. She also organized two inter¬ 
national seminars on Islamic art in 1988 
and 1996. in which researchers and scien¬ 
tists from around the world participated. 
The princess also organized the 'largest 
exhibition held in the West, on •‘Contem¬ 
porary Art from the Islamic World,” in co¬ 
operation with the Royal Society of Fine 
Arts in Amman and the Islamic Arts Foun¬ 
dation in London. The exhibition was held 
in London under the patronage of Prince 
Hassan and the Duke of Kent. 

The International Center for Islamic 
Studies (London), the World Arts Forum 
(Geneva), the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference International Research Centre 
for Islamic History, Culture, and Arts 
(IRCICA) (Istanbul) whose 13th annual 
session of its Governing Board was hosted 
by Princess Wijdan in Amman in Novem¬ 
ber of 1996 and organized by the ID, the 
Arab Thought Forum, and the World 
Affairs Council are ail but a few among 
the organizations and centers in which 
Princess Wijdan is a member. ■ 


Iftar ceremony in preparation 
for Dubai Shopping Festival 


AMMAN (Star)—In preparation for the up- - 
ctming Dubai Shopping Festival 1997, 
which will take place between 27 March till 
26 Ajml. an Iftar ceremony was held at the 
“^Continental Hotel last Wednesday. The 
«*«£ was organized by the UAE Interna¬ 
tional Airlines and Tourism and Trade Pro- 
mcBOTi Council of Dubai. In attendance was 
a targe number of travel agents, business- 
“Ctti journalists and representatives of ad¬ 
vertising agencies. 

l>mng the mess conference that was 
bod after the Iftar, Mr Zohdi Al Khatib, 
the Cultural Attaches the UAE embassy in 
Amman said that the festival will not only 
focus on commerce but i( also has a cultural 
aim. This is in addition to the sport and ar- 
osticactiviues that will flavor the event. 

Participating in the conference were the 
Qaige de Affairs of tbe UAE embassy in 
Amman, the coordinator of the festival. 
Muhammad Al Qarqawi, the operation 
manager at Dubai Tourism Marketing Ad- • 
ministration, Muhamxnd Khanra the 
director of UAE Airlines in Amman, Said 
Hanwtan. 

Al Qarqawi said at the festival there will 
be a sius.i r.r up to 51) pereem on prices of 
goods. 
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He added that Dubai hotels will offer vis¬ 
itors a 40 percent discount. Also UAE air¬ 
lines will allow a 10 kilograms additional 
weight onboard. This is combined with sev- 


al gold prizes and raffles. 

Khaims said that the festival attracted 1.6 


million visitors last year and its profits ex¬ 
ceeded $800 million. 

At the end of the reception a draw was 
held whereupon Sami Saqer and Samir 
Mata we 1 won round-trip tickets to Dubai. 


The Big Red Boat 
breaks ail-time 
booking records 

PORT CANAVERAL. —Premier Cruise Lines has kicked off 
1997 with the strongest booking week in its 14-vear history. 

Net bookings for the week of January 6 were up by SO percent 
over the same booking period in 1996. with the liner’s popular 
cruise and attraction vacation packages also experiencing an 80 
percent increase in net bookings. 

*‘We are absolutely elated about last week’s activity” stares 
Gary Sain, senior vice president of sales and marketing for Pre¬ 
mier Cruise Lines. “It is clear that our increased efforts in advertis¬ 
ing and promotion, combined with onboard product enhance¬ 
ments, expanded Orlando attraction packages and a renewed 
commitment to servicing 
the travel trade, have all 
worked together to create a 
record-breaking demand for 
our vacation products." 

Premier recently 

announced a profitable year 
in 1996, its first in several 
years. The company is fore¬ 
casting another profitable 
year in 1997. 

According to Jim Naik. 
president and CEO of Pre¬ 
mier, “Several factors will 
continue to act favourably 
for The Big Red Boat in 
1997: a continued positive 
economic climate and high 
consumer confidence lev¬ 
els: Disney Cruise Lines' 
advertising campaign, 
which will persuade more 
families to consider cruis¬ 
ing as a vacation option; 
continuation of our successful Kids Vacation Free promotion; and 
an upwards trend in group and charter business.” 

Premier Cruise Lines operates two ships, both departing from 
Port Canveral, Florida. The family cruise line, also known as The 
Big Red Boat, specializes in one week vacations which combine a 
three-or four-night cruises to the Bahamas with Orlando theme 
park packages. 

Premier is a subsidiary of Viad Corp. a S&P 400 Mid Cap 
company until $2.3 billion in annual revenues. Viad was known as 
The Dial Corp prior to the company's spin-off its consumer prod¬ 
ucts division in August 1996. ■ 


Exhibitions 

■ Contemporary Arab Art¬ 
ists Exhibition, The New 
Collection at the Darat Al 
Fanon, continues till 27 
February. 

■ Works by Muhammad Ali 
Shaker at Tbe Orient 
House. Shmeisani, ends 

today. 

■ L ' Institute du Monde 
Arabe at The French Cul¬ 
tural Center, continues till 
6 February. 

■ Mini Bazaar and open 
house at Um El Kundum. 
Lithographs, old postcards 
and photographs on Jerusa¬ 
lem, Chinese paintings, arts 
and crafts, fresh farm pro¬ 
duce. off the Airport high¬ 
way on the way to the Ara¬ 
bian Horse Club, first left at 




the top of the hill. Friday 31 
January from 11:00 am till 
5:00 pm. Tel: 664805. 

Films 

■ Pour La Peau d'unftic St 
the French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter, 3 February, at 8:30 pm. 


By Manran Asraar 

The never never!! 

DEBT IS a soda! curse, it’s a disuse . 

bite our very veins. Let's leave asrdettero^^,^ . 
one that-exists between states or isctMtEd^aj^J^. 
loans by international financial institutions. What wsjjrt . 
talking about here is micro-debt created, by oncro-creou, 
tbe ones that effect you and me. ' . .. 

Unlike the debtdwt is created by whfll IS termed as the 
“plastic" or credit cards in the West where debt iswsu- 
rationalized through specialized conqfemes. ow ow *•» 
much haore mundane, parochial if you Gke, ^seated on a - 
personal level and has a social twist IO iL - - - 
What we are talking about hae is getting m*o 
with the local shopkeeper and grocers aid even theory... 
cleaner. Running up bills is a phenomenon thatdmsrs an 
over the country. I heard it said that people can do with¬ 
out buying new clothes, but they can’t do without buymg 
food, the essential ingredient of life. - :* - •• .- - 

Could we then say eating on debt- Well maybe. ■ 
Housewives, the culprit most of the time who. run JiHs:: 
up, do not only buy food, but all sorts pf household 
items, and tbe bills just keep piling up and.up and up. ■* . 

Some people have bills that nut up to {Hundreds of dr- .. 
naxs and they just don't care: What’s more is that these 
are not poor people but quite’ well off and in the end 
thtnlr foat they are doing the shopkeeper a-favor by coo- : 
rfnnrng fn “rake" firm hint. •• 

While some may say that this is the shopkeepers* feuft. 
for allowing people to run into debt, they woald of. 
course be right, tat in this country, it is the sys tem, tbe 
norpn L people buy now and pay later. There is a term for . 
it in England, calling it buying on the never, never, 
meaning buying on hire purchase, something chat will, 
never end. 

However, in this country, people prefer not to use the 
mwrh5misrn& provided by financial institutions .such as; 
banks, that control debt. Here tbe never never is much 
more social. “Oh' we know the shopkeeper, he does not 
mind,” families and parents matter. Thus the never never 
can literally mean the never, never, if shopkeepers are 
not careful. People have long developed an ingrain social 
attitude that shopkeepers don't mind bow long-they wait 
to pay up. What this means off course is-that whole fami¬ 
lies effectively end up living on the goodwill of die shop¬ 
keeper. Such an attitude, however, is downright selfish- 
But debt is a social disease that does not exist only in 
this country, but all over the world. A program on Syrian 
Televirion I was watching last week was very telling. 
The owner of a clothes shop went out • of business- be¬ 
cause of increasing debt that he could not pay off. This 
was made by the fact that the debts were created by peo¬ 
ple buying on the principle of paying latex. In their case, 
it literally meant never. Using his friendship to the own¬ 
er of the shop, in one case, a parent came to buy new 
school clothes fiat his children and just increased his ao-. 
count further. 

Tbe program represents a true to fife cases and shows 
that the debt issue is dealt with in a social context. It is 
funny, tat unlike with the case in the West, here, fax 
most of die time, die people who end up burdened with 
tbe debt are die shopkeepers themselves tad not tfae.peo- 
ple who ran up tbe bills in the first place. They become. 
debt-ridden and in a spiral of debt that could eventually 
put them out of business like what happened to our-, 
friend in the TV program. To-get away from customers 
who only lived on debts, be aided up buying afitlttfid- 
sandwich shop. People just have to be able to afford the; 
price of a sandwich, but you never know. ■ 



“Coincidence, ladies and gentlemen? Coincidence 
that my cHent just happened to live across from ttia 
A-1 Mask Co^ just happened to walk by their office 
windows each day, and they. In turn, just happened 
to stumble across tfite new design?” 



... And so Hie bartender says, ‘Hey! That's not 
a soup apoonf -Butseriously, forks...” 
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Programs on JTV 
from 1-7 February 



Amman cinemas 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

Vampire in Brooklyn 
Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): 

The American President 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Johnny Mnemonic 
Concord / (Tel: 677420): 

Dumb & Dumber 
Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Custom Made CitizeniPlavi 


Highlight of the week at 
the Pleasure Dome 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 

1:05—Min Alhadi AJ 

Mohammadi 

IJO—Cartoon 

2 JO—Chris Cross 

3:00—Feature Film: Benji the 

Hunted, Red Hegal and Nancy 

Francis 

4J0— link with Channel I 
for sunset prayer and liter 
5 JO—The Muppet Show 
6:00—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Hanging with Mr 
Cooper (Comedy) 

8:00—Oriental Rugs (Doc) 

8 JO—Prism 

9:10— Lois& Clark 

Superman 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—Magyver 

11:50—Feature Film: Hortky 

Tank , Starring: Clark Gable and 

Lana Turner 

01:05—Ramadan Talks 

SUNDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 

1:05—Min Alharli AI 

Moh amma di 

1:30—Cartoon 

2:00—French Programs 

2 JO—The Famous Five 

3:00—Feature Film: Young 

Giants, starring: John Huston 

and Peter Fox 

4:50— link with Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and liter 
5:30—You Bet Your Life 
6:00—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
8:00—Oriental Rugs t Doc) 

8 JO— Babylon 5 (Science 
Fiction) 

9:10—Tycoons (Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Islam in a Changing 
World 

11:00—Hot Shots 

1150—Blue Grass fMirt Series) 


01:05—Ramadan 
Talks 

MONDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min AJhadi AI 
Mohammadi 
1:30—Cartoon 
2:30—Deep Water 
Haven 

3:00—'Feature FQm: 

The Case of the Witch 
Who wasn't, starring: 

Madeline Longlois and 
Stefani Gaudri 
4:50— link with Chan¬ 
nel 1 for sunset prayer 
and liter 
S:30—I love Lucy 
6:00—French 
Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Rosaline 
8:00—Documentary 
8 JO—Babylon 5 (Sci¬ 
ence Fiction) 

9:10—Extreme Pilot (Adven¬ 
ture Drama) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Journey Across the 
Land of Islam 
II K)0—Under Suspicion 
21:50—Blue Grass (Mini 
Series) 

01:15—Ramadan Talks 

TUESDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi AI 
Mohammadi 
1 JO—Cartoon 
2:00—French Programs 
2J0—Dog House 
3:00—Feature FQm: the Com¬ 
rades of Summer, starring: Joe 
Mantegna and Natalya Negoda 
4:50—link with Channel 1 for 
sunset prayer and Iftar 
5 JO—You Bet Your Life 
6:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Murphy Brown 
8:00—Oriental Rugs (Doc) 
8:30—Encounter 



Babylon 5 (Science Fiction J. Sunday at 8:30pm 

9:10—The Lost Civilizations 
(Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Islam in a Changing 
World 

11:00—Snowy River 
11:50—Touch and Die (Mini 
Series) 

01:05—Ramadan Talks 

WEDNESDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
l:0S-Min Alhadi AI 
Mohammadi 
1 JO—Cartoon 
2J0—Escape from Jupiter 
(Science Fiction) 

3:00—Feature Film: Spots- 
wood, starring: Anthony Hop¬ 
kins and Angela Punch 
4 J0—link with Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and liter 
5:30—The Moppet Show 
6:00—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Baker’sfield P.D 
(Comedy) 

8:00—Documentary 

8 JO—Challenge* 


9:10—NBA: Bas¬ 
ketball Games 
10:00—News at 
Ten 

l(k25—Journey 
Across the Land 
of Islam 
11:00—Cobra 
11:50—Touch 
and Die (Mini 
Series) 

01:05—Ramadan 
Talks 

THURSDAY 

1:00—Holy 
Koran 

1:05—Min Alhadi 
AJ Mohammadi 
1:30—Cartoon 
2 JO—They Came 
from Outer Space 
3:00— Feature 
Film: Space 
Chase, starring: 
Tracy Hart and 

Lee Korf 

4:50— link with Channel 1 for 
sunset prayer and Iftar 
5:30—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Parenthood 
8:00—Islam in the West 
8J0—Babylon 5 tScience 
Fiction) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Islam in a Changing 
World 

11:00—Feature Film: Johny’s 
Girt , starring: Treat Williams 
and Mia Kirschner 
121:00—Mini Series 
01:05—Ramadan Talks 

FRIDAY 

1:00 —Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi AI 
Mohammadi 
1:30—Cartoon 
2:30—Crystal Maze 
3:00—Feature Film: Circus 
World, siarring:John Wayne and 
Claudia Cardinally and Erec 


SlOlLZ 

4:50— link with Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 
5:30—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Down to Earth 
8:00—Oriental Rugs (Doc) 
8:30— Babylon 5 l Science 
Fiction) 

9:1(1— Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Documentary 
11:00—Feature Film: Savan¬ 
nah Smile, starring: Mak Miller 
and Chris Robcnson 
12 JO—Mild Series 
01:05—Ramadan Talks 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAiS 
SAM EDI 

1J0—Dessins animes 
2:00—Emission jeunesse 
Fete des bcWs 
6:00—Serie poUdere 

Les jures dc 1‘ombre 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

DIMANCHE 

2:00—Documentaire 

La France aux 1000 
villages 

6:00—Magazine 

Faut pas never 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Magazine sud 

LUNDI 

1:30—Dessins animes 
2:00—Magazine 
Montague 

L? priniemps chronique 
de la forii des Vosges 

6:00—Documentaire 

Meleo: enire satellite 
el grmouiiie 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 


• Power Rangers: Six heroic Teenag¬ 
ers defend the earth against the Ulti¬ 
mate Evil! 

Ivan Ooze , the most sinister villain the 
universe has ever seen intends to take 
over the world and he has the armies 
to do it. Only the Power Rangers can 
stop him. But to do so they 'll have to 
discover an ancient source of power 
the likes of which they’ve never used 
before. 

All new zords explode across the 
screen in this non-stop action adven¬ 
ture. Featuring state-of-the-art visual 
effects and great new songs from some 
of the hottest bands around (Red Hot 
Chili Peppers , Van Halen: Dew) Pow¬ 
er Rangers the movie is a pulse¬ 
pounding thrift of a ride. They’ve nev¬ 
er been stronger. Never been bolder. 
Never more fearless—Until now. 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome” 
Tel: 676558 - Fa r: 5538087 



MARCH 

2:00—Jenx 

Pyramide 
6:00—S6rie 

La dame de Monsoreau 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDI 

1 JO—Dessins animes 
2KK)—Serie 

Les compagnons de 
I'aventure 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushurfa 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Magazine sud 

JEUDI 

5JO—Serie policifere 
Navaro 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atomes crochus 
Minirit—Taratata 

VENDREDf 

5:30—Magazine 

Envoy£ spdriai 
7:00—Le journal 
7 J0—Magazine 
Alb latent: 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



a 

a 


a 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

m 


a 

■ 

m 



ACROSS 
1 "Carmen" 

6 Jarrtngs. 

actor of old 
10 Scorch 

14 Perot, tor 
one 

15 Main vein 

16 Mexican 


37 Napery 

39 Voir—(court 
wm) 

40 PoweriuJ 
beam 

42 Nat- 

43 Storage 


17 Theatrical 

18 Tate a 
second Job 

20 Served 

cream 

22 Cftyin 
Rortca 

23 R®*> device 

24 Socked 

25 Word on 
soma 


44 Ota Nfcfc 
46 Penetrate 
49 RapkMte 


DOWN 

1 ML Inst 

2 GarbS and 
hamster 

3 Metiadosty 

4 Mast and 


n 


27 Tree 
30 Clergyman 

32 Wih gusto 

33 Clapton or 
Hekten 

34 Artist 


27 Kind of tiute 

28 Fottrt 


29 Bara— 

31 Treade 

35 catalog 


51 Hall a 
Washington 

t*y _ . 

52 Breeder 

53 Getting 

opinions 

55 Certain retort 
57 Gtotfy 

59 Taverns 

60 Nobleman 
01 "—Mamet* 

62 place on 

wa» Street 

63 Even 

54 Rendezvous 


6 Fuddot 
cartoons 

7 D ispo s ition 
B A&ar words 
9 "Beanes* 

name 

10 


11 Gerif score 

12 Yearned 

13 Goes bad 
19 Jacket 

adjunct 
21 Kind of 


38 Most irritable 

38 Asian tend 

41 Badgers 
cousin 

45 Three fines 
of versa 

47 Most sick 

46 Cue-ef 

49 Fftof 
resentment 

50 Dutch Island 

51 The Earth 

52 OphUans 

53 —Jacques 
Maitjjete 

54 Asian 


24 Swtescfty 

25 Great—d 

China , 

26 War- 


56 “Bal—* 

58 ML Craft 


e BjU.TrBoBcMedisScrtie* 
















—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun’s in Aquarius, 
causing a shift toward technology. 

Aries (March 21-ApriI 19). 
Concentrate on your work and estab¬ 
lish a routine that saves time. You’re 
in for a lot of playful confrontation. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). There’s 
a conflict of interests. You want to 
play with your sweetheart, but you 
have to weak. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Clean 
your house or room. You’ll be glad 
you did. You'll want to entertain 
company. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You 
should study new ways to make 
money. Your natural talent for that 
endeavor is enhanced. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You work 
hard for the money. You’ll have to 
start thinking about serious matters. 
Consider options carefully and make 
your decision. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). You’re 
strongest now, so learn whatever 
you’ll need to know. The focus shifts 
to money. You’ll earn a lot of it if 
you can keep up with the demand. 

- libra (Sept 23-Oct- 23). You’re 
in the mood to party but there are too 
many overdue chores on your list. 
Romance is certainly better. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Let 
friends entice you out of hiding. 
You'll have to go back into seclusion 
soon, to finish a writing project Also, 
catch up on the latest gossip. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You’re more deliberative than usual, 
which is good. Just take your time 
and you’ll do fine. You are extremely 
popular—even more than usual. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If 
you've got a job, ask for a raise. If 
you don't have a job. these are excel¬ 
lent days for getting one. Go out 
with friends for a cheap dinner. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You’re just coming into your power. 
Use it to find another source of 
financing. Adventure beckons. Take 
an excursion beyond your normal 
boundaries. 

Pisces (Feb, 19-March 20). Your 
partner’s got (he right answer. 
Investigate loans and pay your bills. 
Finish up your business so you can 
get out of town as soon as possible. 

If You're Having a Birthday 
This Week: You could achieve great 
prominence this year, if you get'your 
facts straight Travel and adventure 
beckon. 

C JJW7. Ttabooc Mafia Sendee* 


Bridge 


By Omar Sh 

Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
A A10 9 6 4 
•AKJ62 
: 4 
*Q2 

WEST EAST 

6J862 ♦ K7 

9 Q104 3 9 87 

K106 5 O J 983 

*8 4 10 7 5 4 

SOUTH 
*Q3 
■?5 

A Q 7 2 
4AKJ963 


The bidding: 


North 

1 4 

2V 
3 O 

64 


East 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


South 

2 * 

30 

44 


West 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: Eight of 4 
It is all very well to look for spec¬ 
tacular plays on every hand. 
However, be prepared to accept the 
reality that, more often than not, the 
simple line is the best. 

There is considerable dispute 
about the meaning of South's second 
bid. To those who apply the fourth- 
suit forcing to everything they see. 


Does It 

and Tannah ffirsch 

the situation is crystal clear. We, 
however, lean toward nsing the 
fourth suit artificially only at die two- 
level, and here it was intended as a 
high reverse to show a good hand. 
North had no trouble reading it as 
such, hence the jump to six clubs. 

The contract is better than it might 
seem on the surface, since West 
might make a helpful opening lead. 
The trump salvo did not further the 
cause,'except to solidify the club 
bolding. After toying with other 
ideas, declarer finally elected to 
adopt a straightforward line to land 
the contract if hearts broke 4-3 or the 
queen was doubleton, and trumps no 
worse than 4-1. 

The opening lead was run to the 
closed hand, declarer capturing the 
ten with the jack. Next came a heart 
to the ace, followed by a heart raff in 
the closed hand. The ace of dia¬ 
monds was cashed and a diamond 
was trumped with the queen and 
another heart was ruffed low. 

When both defenders followed to 
this trick, all was well. 

Trumps were drawn, declarer dis¬ 
carding three spades from dummy. 
The ace of spades provided the entry 
to cash the king and jack of hearts, 
bringing declarer's total to 12, and 
the last trick was surrendered to the 
defenders. 


Jumble 


fetter fa cadi (square, to (bna four 

vrdkmrj mnb. 


1 POURC 

wm 


n 


TREEB 


me 

jj 


Msisiaai 




SI 


DOAZIC 


~am 

■•i 


Ham on iya-nsjr 
ornhe muitaid 

c? ^ 



WHAT A HUNGRY 
JUDGED REQUEST 

FOR FOOD MIGHT 

BE CONSIDERED 


ftemprist am 
abort anno. 


tirefe ri fetters to form 
i*r, as aqgestcd by (be 


teK TiTxrr r rxrra 

jumooaHi w -JBcrao- 

— pw|x«iu aq pooj *oj mnlm i 38pofj(i2i**l® - QMn V 

DVKIOZ XMCfcfeH I3H30 <10010 ****** 
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Ignorance is obhvioas to 
its own stale. 

• * • 

Help others and you will 
help yourself. 

• • ■ 

Constantly seeking enter- 
tarnmwu j$ more exhausting 
than working. 

• • • 

Happiness lies in forget¬ 
ting yourself. 

• * • 

A gem becomes more 
valuable with polish, but the 
process does not take place 
without friction. 

• • • 

Bad habits practiced fre¬ 
quently often become neces¬ 
sities. 

• • • 

Haste trips itself up. 

e Off. Hate* Media Semen 


ORIGINAL Video Releases 

■ Dazed And Confused: It’s the last day of high 
school before summer vacation 1976 (The film is 
shot in the 90’s though). There are fixes for every¬ 
thing that bothers you at 17. Sex is still safe; drugs 
are not dangerous yet and booze is having fun. 
The soundtrack on this film is a real killer of a 
track, song after song of the greatest from the 60’s 
and 70's. 

■ To Die For: Nicole Kidman is even more stunning 
than ever in her role as a weather reporter on TV. 
Married with the not so ambitious Matt Dillon, 
she would do anything to get what she wants— 
absolutely anything. “What's the point of doing 
anything if people are not watching’'! 

■ Unlawful Entry: A policeman's concern for the 
safety of a couple living in the neighborhood be¬ 
comes a twisted obsession. The protector becomes 
the predator and security develops to be the cou¬ 
ples nightmare. An excellent thriller starring Kurt 
Russell, Ray Liotta, and Madeleine Stowe. 

Coming on Valentine’s Dav 1 14/2/97). 

INDEPENDENCE DAY: The film that grossed 
more than any other in the history of box office 
sales. 


Diamonds shine at 

Dallas Jewelry 
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THE RECENTLY established fine jewelry store in Shmeisa- 
ai at AJ-Hamrah Building is a remarkable place h> visit. 
There you can glaze your eyes with the wide varieties of dia¬ 
monds that will cherish special moments and make them last 
for ever. 

Mr Bashir Hashem will assist discerning ladies in choos¬ 
ing what is best for their taste. He says that eaeft lady has her 
own touch in selecting the valuables which reflect her per¬ 
sonality. The store includes a range of precious, semi¬ 
precious stones, birth stones as well as pearls. ■ 
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Yasser Arafat en visits a Amman 

t'aspecl de la cooperation economique 

r . .. . * j\rr__ : «i 
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Politique interleave 

Une liberte qui circule mal 

En Dubliant une circulaire visant a contmler les differents 
centrefcidtiirels du pays, le minister de la Culture a decide un 
tolle de protestation. Beaucoup refusent en effetcette nomelle 
regimentation qui, selon eux, menace la liberte d expi ession. 


■■ '• 
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• Portrait 

Une touche de Palestine-gp 

A vingt ans, Salim Ashkar se 
carriere de pianiste international. Pour, 

jTuTe muri/en bentficie de 

association, une organisation palestimenne ., :p|g 


Le gouvememeni actuel a esi-ell 
j^ussi ta oil les Quires La cir 

avaicnl echouei sans qujl nanl c 
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5 la constitution d'un front demit 

rassemblant le parlementi le ire di 
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I la presse pour hit- nister 

e la liberte de la gnuvt 

n plus precise menL louie 

i server une presse vail i 

me et inefflcace. sans 

i la receme publiea- minis 

i rhebdomadaire A1 neur 

in article jug6 amo- De 
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ays s'esi clevf con- Ur 
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ni la publication de applj 
le seandaleux a bou- I Mb < 

toui le pays, mcnant presi 
tation le meme jour c'crh 
journalistes. , iden 
anciions qui om sui- vain 
: affaire noni pas supf 
uniquemeni 1'hebdo mini 
d. comme ccla aurait qu'il 
cas dans n'imporie -goi 
ivs oil la loi regne. miry 
imalistes appartenant D 
res litres se norI re- dtjpi 
, poursuisis cut aussi mar 
d'eu.s. pour la pre- | m in 
•ois de I'histoire dc la | lain 
ie. a clc condamne a | del 
prison fermc. El les les 
es se muliiplieni a S 
lire des journalistes a dig, 
n recommande dcsor- Cul 
le bien rellechir avant ein 
iblier un article qui cor 
lit porter aueime aux luf 
s mreurs. I Lei 

ncs ces sanctions a 8 tun 
i des journalistes som lull 
sous le regard bicn- rec 
nt du syndicat -Jes arc 
ilistes. Les procedures urn 
requ non seulement soi 
du syndicat. mais aus- 
,ui du parlemeni el de 
jsilion qui pretendent 
urs etrc les gardiens de 
en ^' 

semaine qui vient de 
uler peut en fail etre 
F\6e de semaine noire 
le journalisme jorda- 
Le parlement ei 
osition islamiquc ont 
imment criliqufi la 
se hebdomadaire dans 
ensemble. El le gou- 
lemeni ne peut lui 
pplaudir en voyani le | 
iicat des journalistes 
lier un communique de 
se condamnant 

semble des hebdos jor- 
iens cn leur reprochant 
faire un mauvais usage 
a liberte de la presse. 

’omme si toutes ces at- 
ues n’etaient pas suffi- B 
ites, un joumaliste connu I 
lr etre un avocal des | 
tits de I'Homme a ettf vu I 
i sieges de difffirenls | 
imaux ces demiers jours I 
train de collccier des si- I 
aturcs de journalistes I 
:mbres du syndicat afin I 
pouvoir poursuivre AI 1 
lad en justice. I 

On n'a jamais vu ce genre I 
: solidarity se developper I 
lire le gouvemement, le I 
irlement el la presse a un I 
loment oii la liberty dc la I 
resse Siail en danger, lors- I 
j'il s'agissaii de libdrer un I 
risonnier politique ou de 1 
liter centre la loi martiale. I 
Par centre, on voit cette 1 
olidarite aujourd'hui fonc- I 
ionner pour nSprimer les li- | 
citfe publiques. I 

C'est au tribunal de juger I 
;i Al Bilad a commis une | 
rrreur grave. Cette prfiroga- I 
ive ne revient pas au gou- I 
/emement qui utilise au- I 
jourd'hui un cas isol£ pour 1 
condamncr Vensemble de la I 
presse. S'il y arrive, c'est en | 
partie gr5ce a la presse elle- I 
m2me qui lulte contre ses I 
prop res droits et qui donne I 
au gouvemcmenb le droit de I 
faire cc qui I veut 
Cest aujourd'hui Al Bilad 
qui est ia cible de tous. 
Mais il ne serait pas sur- I 
prenant que le prochwn in- 
culp6 fasse partie de ceux 
qui soutiennent aujourd'hui 
le gouvemement.l 

Sa'eda Kilani 


La liberte depression 
est-elle en danger en Jordanie? 

La cireulaire numero 1/97 yma- 
nant du ministere de la Culture 
peut permcltre de sc poser cette 
question. En effet. Ic 6 janvier 
demier. Ahmad Qudah, minis- 
tre de la Culture, a fait savoir 
aux d^partements de son mi- 
nisteres. dans les differents 
smivcmorais du pays, que 
route acti viu: eulturcllc ne pou- 
vait desormais pas avoir lieu 
sans auiorisation prealablc du 
ministere et celle du gouver- 
neur administratif. 

Des reactions franc hement 
hosli les ii cette circulaire ne se 
sont pas faites attend re. 

Un tolle dc protestations et 
d'indi gnat ion s’est eleve contre 
ectte circulaire qui. scion cer¬ 
tains. annoncc Ic retour a 1 ^uii 
d'urucnce ci la loi martiale cn 
appficaiion dans le pays entre 
IM67 et 19M2. Fakhri Kawar. 
president de la federation dcs 
ccrivains arabes et ancicn pres¬ 
ident dc l'association dcs ccri¬ 
vains jordaniens. a appele ii la 
suppression pure et simple du 
ministere de la Culture puis- 
qu'il joue lc role de 
*gnuremeur cutturel niili- 
tairc . 

Devant les parlementaires. le 
depute dc Kcrak Nazih Am- 
marin a lui aussi demande au 
ministere dc retirer sa circu- 
laire. accusant Ahmad Qudah 
de tenter de controler les aciiv i- 
tes intcllcciuelles dans ce pays 

Scion dcs informations 
dignes de loi. le ministre de la 
Culture a rendu puhlique cette 
circulaire au lendemain de la 
conference donnec par 
IVipposani politique jnrdanien 
Leith Choubeilal au forum cul- 
turel de Kerak. Figure dc la 
lulte anli-normalisaiion qui a 
reccmmcnt beneficie d'une 
aracc rovale alors qu'il purgeait 
une peine de trois ans de pri¬ 
son. Leith Choubeilat s'etait 



Ahmad Qudah 


alors violemmenl aunque au 
iiouvcmcmcnt du Premier mi- 
nistre Abdel Karim Kabariti. 
qui. selon lui. -a conduit Ic 
pays a la ftiillitc. u Selon ces 
m^mes informations. Ahmad 
Qudah a tente d'empeehe la tc- 
nuc de cette conference en or- 
dnnnanl ia dissolution du co¬ 
mite dirccleur du Forum 
quclaucs hcurcs avant sa tenue 
et j u>e de ses prerogatives 
putir designer un nouveau 
-comiic directeur provisoire -. 
Celui-ci aurait alors aussi refu¬ 
se fannuiation de cette reunion, 
apparemment pour des raisons 
pratiques. 

De-.ant cette vague de pro- 
testathm. Ahmad Qudah. mcm- 
bre du parti eonservaicur ai- 
Ahcd. a tente do taire machine 
arriere au onirs d’une confe¬ 
rence de presse qu'il a accordce 
voilli une di^Jinc de jours. II a 
explique que -la circulaire nc 
concerne pas les aciiviies in¬ 
ternes dcs associations, mais 
seulement les festivals, les se- 
tnaincs cutmrcllcs ci les uctivi- 
tes de masses, il a justille cette 




Fakhri Kawar 

mesure par ic - htsoin d ccatuer 
rejjicacitc Jes qiielques 2~> as¬ 
sociation \ ad litre lies enregi:- 
irces cat ministere-. Pour lui. 
les lieuv culturels ne doivent 
pas circ transform* * cn fo¬ 
ri mu s de pa 11 is politiques *. 

Soule lUnion des Ccrivains 
jordaniens. urganisation prochc 
du gouvernement ci rivale de 
I'Association des ccrivains jor¬ 
daniens. a jugc les propos du 
mimsire comme etant • resr<m- 
sabUs . tom cn reconnaissant 
que certains reglements conccr- 
nant les ccrivains ont beroin 
d’etre amendes. 

La vonfirence dc pre^e du 
ministere de la Culture n’a 
apaisc les espriis de la majonte 
de Topi inon pub li que 

Dans une lettre adrcs.-ee a 
M.Oudah. lavsociaiion jorda- 
nietine Je< Jroils de I'to-mme 
lui a dcm.mde de retirer cette 
circulaire car elle e>t • cn con¬ 
tradiction avec la constitution 
jordanienne. la Chartc natio- 
nalc. ainsi qu'avec les conven¬ 
tions rntemationales Jes droits 


dc I’hommes que le gouverne- 
ment jordanicn a rat:tides 
Mohammed Soubeihi. avocat 
renomme en Jordanie. a lui 
ecrii dans sa chromquc regu- 
licre au Doustour que • le mi¬ 
nister* de I'lntcrictir sc mon- 
iruit plus indulgent que !e mi¬ 
nt.stcrc de la Culture ■. 

Comme on peut hmaginer. 
cette circulaire a reouvert le de- 
bat conccmam les limites de !a 
democratic jordanienne. sir le 
lien indissoctable exislant entre 
!e culwrcl et lc politique et sur 
fambition. tar.t repetde. de 
transformer \mman er. une 
capital'.’ (.ulturclie a I'insiar Uu 
CJre. Je Beyrouth ou Je Bag¬ 
dad 

En fan. cette circulaire con- 
ireda ia philosophic meme du 
ministere de la Culture qui ne 
eesse de prOr.er le dialogue. 
Quelle discussion rcste en etiet 
possible apres cette circulaire 
du o janvier'.'H 

Suleiman Sweiss 


Ne a Nazareth en c 

1976. Salim Ashkar 6wdie j 

actuellement le pano a ( 

I'Acadymie royale de Londres. | 

Ce jeune virtuose palestimen. . 

deux fois laurfiats du concoure 
Clairmont et finaliste du ran¬ 
cours international Marsalam. 
ctait h Amman au dsbui du 
mois. H a donnfi deux concerts 
dans la capitals jordanienne. 
tous deux organises par la Wel¬ 
fare association. 

"J'ai toujours vecu dans une 
ambiance musicale*. raconte 
Salim. -.4 la maison. il y avail 
un piano et des disques et de- 
puis I'age de quaxre ou cinq 
ans. j'ecouie dc la nutuque 
clcssiquc •». 

Pour ses parents. !a masicue 
est imponante. Sa mere, criss 
dou6e elle aussi. aurait aune 
devenir une musicienne profes- 
sionnelle. -Mail en raison aes 
traditions familiales. elle n a 
jamais ru de\eloppcr ses ta¬ 
lents Mais eile ma beaucoup 
aide a realiscr ma vocation* 
explique Salim. 

Maha. Ia mere de Salim, 
avoue cependant que ce n’est 
pas elle la premiere qui a de- 
couvert les dons musicaux de 
son fils, mais Tun de ses one les. 
refugie palesdnien de 1948 qui 
vivait a SaTda. -Apres 
(‘invasion israelienne du Libcn 
en !9S:. mon onde a eu ia per¬ 
mission de rendre visile a sa 
famille reside cn Israel* ex- 
plique-t-elle. Il es: alors mm*? 
par la passion manifestee par le 
jeune Salim pour la musique et 
encourage la famiile a lui don- 
ner des le^ns de P’-ano. Salim 
a alors sept ans et c'est pour iui 
une veritable revelation. -Des 
one j'ai commence a jouer. j ai 
su que la musique allait etre la 
chose la plus importaue de ma 
vie* confie-t-il- 
A dix ans. il joue dans un 

Drogramme de television diffu¬ 
se par une television amen- 


caine. . . 

A New-York. le professoir 
Edward Said le remarque. Ce 
chef de file des inie’Jecutels pa- 


U fit tw rryyr-:- 

i alestinienne. 

■ ' *' 

jcHirs senti un peu diffdrenf ^ 
autres jeunes de son age^ yuM 
musique est lefondement dema 
vie. Jouer du piano n‘est 


ganisadon foodfie en 1983 par 
des hommes d’affaires palesb- 
niens et qui a pour but de soute- 
nir des programmes d'aide et de 
dfiveloppement en faveur de 
Pales tiniens. 

pris en charee par lun des 
responsables de cerre associa¬ 
tion, A.M. Qattan. Salim peut 
poursuiue son dducaljon must- 
cale et en tamer par la suite une 
cani&re intemationale. 

Depuis I'age de dotrze ans. il 
donne des “concerts dans te 
monde enuer. ce qut i'oblige a 
beaucoup voyager et surtom a 
beaucoup travailler, entre 8 el M 
heures chaque jour. 

Cette vie organisie mtour du 
piano a transforme sa person- 
nalite. Il avoue qu’il s'est tou- 


joueur u t r -— . v. Jgtt&Z- 

sa vie d son instrument, une-. ^-^^ 

passion qui engendre 

manic re differente de penser.^ _.y T ^>_v 


*»• man aux concern UV. 

«-. avoir un Fils si dou6 peat,.- 

sWrer parfois ftiCgiantY' Vy ^ 
isi ’ « Quand Salim etait plus _ 

je I’accompagnais partout- Ge; . 

- n'etait pas toujours facile f 

, eiah tres exigeanl eiw'ers 

* meme. Je lui ai consacrc unr 
E “ bonne partie de ma vie et je ne -vj^£u 
11 “ le regrette fids. Au contraire. 
el suis prvte a lui dormer encore 7 - 

du plus s’il en a enebre besoiimM ? 


Claudine Assad 





Pcirtenciriat euro-jordanien - 

Omlaues difficultes bloquent encore 1 accord 

^ers P o,n,s * 

Mur fijc/im fit* rntnncern 


Salim Ashkar en compaghie de la nine Now lors d’un 
concert donne a Vhotel Intercontinental. 


Religion 

L’Islam en France 

Tons les musulmans de la planete rentrent 
demain dans la demiere semaine du mois de 
ramadan. En France, VIslam est la deuxieme 
religion et compte 4 millions dejiaeles. 


Pour la Jordanie. | 

1997 doit etre fan nee d'un rap¬ 
prochement important avec 
I'Union europeenne. Cest en ef¬ 
fet dans les semaines & venir 
que devraient aboutir les dis¬ 
cussions portant sur la signa¬ 
ture d'un accord de panenariaL 
Depuis bier se dSroule h 
Bruxelles une reunion techni¬ 
que entre les responsables jor¬ 
daniens et europfiens visant a 
aplanir les demiferes difficultes 
que rencontre encore cet ac¬ 
cord. 

Yves Gazzo, chef de la dele¬ 
gation europeenne d' Amman, 
participe k cette reunion. Avant 
son dfepart pour la Belgique, il a 
detail 16 pour Le Jourdain les 
qua ire points principaux sur 
lesquels achoppe encore cet ac¬ 
cord. 

La question des persona es 
renvoyees.- Selon les rfegle- 
mentations europfeennes, une 
personne refoulfee aux fron- 
tiferes d'un pays membre doit 
6lre renvoy6e vers le pays d'oii 
elle est partie. «// s’agit de per- 
sonnes non jordaniennes qui 
veulent entrer en Europe el qui 
sont jugees non disirables en 
Europe pour diffirenteS rai¬ 
sons. Or. pour les Europiens, 
elles doivent rentrer en Jorda¬ 
nie puisqu'elles viennent de 
Jordanie.» - 


Le problfeme du annul des 
rfegles d'origine.- «Si vous etes 
par cxemple un investisseur is- 
radlien et que vous investissez 
en Jordanie pour produire des 
tee-shirt, vous pouvez. pour ex¬ 
porter en Europe, binijicier h 
la jbis cTaides offertes h Israel 
et d la Jordanie. Mais pour b£- 
neficier de ce cumul des r&gles 
d'origine, it font non seulement 
qu'un accord d'association 
exists avec Israel et avec la 
Jordanie, mais aussi entre 
Israel et la Jordanie . Car le but 


des accords de partenariat est 
de rettssir, par la biais des ac¬ 
cords bilateraux Nord-Sud si- 
gnes avec chaque pays, a pous- 
ser les pays Ju Sud a commer- 
cer aussi beaucoup plus entre 
eux pour augmenter les flux 
Sud-Sud. » 

Les droits de proprtete indus- 
trielle et intellectuelle - «C'est 
sans doute le plus S^° s 
probleme qui reste a regler. 
Les products pharmaceutiques 
represented le troisieme paste . 
d’exportalion de la Jordanie. 
Or. selon la loi jordanienne, d 
est possible de copier le pro¬ 
duct d'un concurrent si I'on 
n'utilisc pas le mime nom P°jf r 
le commcrcialiser. Dans Vin- 
dustrie pharmaceutique, les 

frais de recherche son inormes 
et en Europe, ie prix de vente 
des medicaments en dent en- 
suite compte. Or. le secteur 
pharmaceutique se developpant 
beaucoup aciuetlement en Jor¬ 
danie, les industries europiens 
craignent de voir leurs produits 
■¥pirates+. Il s'agit done de te- 
nir compte des interits des 
i deux parties pour tro'uver un 
i arrangement. Je pense que la 
i Jordanie a imerel a se con- 
- former aux names internatio¬ 
nals s pour deux raisons. Pre- 
mierement, cela va permettre 
e aux entreprises qui sont bonnes 

ici de se demarquer et de ren- 
forcer la credibilite de 
IS I'industrie jordanienne. Et 

ss deunemement, il s'agit pour la 





.’tesifiS#ii 


ieux parties pour trouver un sou haite exporter 

irrangement. Je pense que la coles jf s - a „ / desor- 

lordanie a imerit a se con- vers IE P*- wmiil g S ex- 
former aux names iniematio- mats de fix Q . j { 
r tales pour deux raisons. Pre- I”™** * f3ZT* %m 

mierement. cela va Permettre ma^ J ^ fl CelIe 

aux entreprises qui sont bonnes coupees. , simp l£ 

ici dc ,c demarquer « de ren- quernen ^,, 

f orcer ia credibility * les Jordaniens de 

l Industrie jordanienne. Et s , a . 8 !,P iin .- K . ml i ese xpor- 
dewdemement. il s'agit pour la decider qut i mp orian!es 

Jordanie de faire des choixafin rfl/w/U , Jlf JTforienier 

de rejoindre VEurppe Et d ex ^ LnnfSen fonction. Or. 


gnature de faccord de partena- 
riat, *au cours du premier se- 
mestre 1997• selon Yves Gaz- 

Z0 «Une fois 1‘accord signi. 
nous alkms nous mettre a refii- 
chir sur les pans de Veconomie 
jordanienne qui ont besom de 
renforcement, les projets qui 


ont besom de financement. 
Or, lam que I'accord n'est 
pas signe. tout cela est en¬ 
core en sourdine. Pour le 
moment, la Jordanie be¬ 
neficie d'aides d’ajuste- 
meni structure Is. mais en- 
suiie. des programmes 
plus ambilieux en matiere 
de mise & niveau icano- 
mique pourront Sire etu- 
dies.» 

Des fi nan cements qui 
pourront intervenir dans 
les trois domaines dfefinis 
par la declaration de 
Barcelone si-gnfie en no- 
vembre 1995 par les mem- 
bres de I'Union euro- 
pfeenne et douze pays 
mfediterranfeens. «La de¬ 
claration de Barcelone est 
un processus auquel est 
tide une importante masse 
financiere d'assistance 
(environ 5 milliards d'Ecu 
pour cinq ans, soil environ 
■6,5 milliards de dollars). 
(Jn paquet financier qui a 
iti mis en place pour 
souienir trois volets pnn- 
c ipaux: un volet politique 
el sicuritd. un volet re- 
formes economiques. et un vo¬ 
let socidttS civile. En signora 
t‘accord de partenariat. la Jor¬ 
danie se met done en position 
de cooperation renforcie avec 
iEurope* ajoute Yves Gaz¬ 
zo M 

OMvier Bras 


Lors de sa visits 

en Jordanie en janvier 19%. le 
president de l Assembles na¬ 
tionals franfaise Philippe Se- 
guin avait souiign61'importance 
des liens entre la France el les 
pays musulmans en rap pel ant 
que la France 6tait *un plus 
grand pays musulman que le 
Jordanie». Les musulmans sont 
en effet environ 4 millions sur 
le sol franjais (environ 7% de 
la population fran^aise). ce qui 
classe I'Is lam comme la 
deuxifeme religion de France. 

Les plus nombreux sont 
d'origine maghrfebine. princi- 
palement algdrienne. Selon un 
sondage r6alis6 au d6but de 
I'annfe demifere, 85?fr se dficla- 
rent croyants, 27% prauquants. 
60% jeunent tout le ramadan, 
21 % que Iques jours, 31% prient 
quotidiennement, 16% fr&)uen- 
tent la mosqufee le vendredi. 

La France compte huit 
grandes mosqu6es. donl la plus 
ancienne est celle de Paris. 6di- 
fi6e en 1922 en hommage aux 
soldats musulmans de la pre¬ 
miere guerre mondiale. et 120 
mosqufees ou salles de priferes 
pouvant accueillir de 200 fe 
1000 fidfeles, ainsi que plus 
d'un millier de locaux am6na- 
gfes. 


Majoritairement sunnite. to 
communaute rausulraane est di- 
visfee en courants dependant de 
rfitranger. Elle n'est pas reprf- _ 
sentfee dans sa totalitfi par une 
autorit6 incontestable, respon- 
sable du domaine religieux. 
Plusieurs institutions ont vu le 
jour ces demiferes annfies, 
comme to Federation nationaie 
des musulmans de France ou le 
Consefl de rfflexion sur l'islam 
en France. Mais des guerres de 
chefs et de clans n'ont pas per- 
mis de ffedferer tous les fidfeles, 
seule to Mosqu6e de Paris res¬ 
tart un p61e pour de nombreux 
musulmans et leurs diverses or-, 
ganisations. 

Les grandes associations isto- 
. miques de France contrOlert 
80% des mosqufies et des lieux 
de prifere, pla^ant des imams at- 
titifes formfes dans des pays 
arabes. En ['absence de struc¬ 
tures de formation' de niveau 
universitaire en France, les ca¬ 
dres religieux continuent en ef¬ 
fet d'etre «impori£s» du Magh- 
reb ou d'Egypte. Les 20% 
restarts sont eux des imams au- 
toproclamfes qui se chmgent es- 
sentiellement de dinger les 
prifenes.B 

Le Jourdain. 


important de respecter les lots 
et reglements exislants. * 

Dans ie domaine des droits 
intellectuels. un projet de loi est 
actuellement & l'toide pour 
obtenir Ie respect des droits 
d'auteur. 

L’agriculture.- *Les Euro- 
peens ont demand£ & la Jorda- 


leur economic en fonction. Or, 
le manque d'eau que corutati ce 
pays rend ce point parlicu- 

lierement ddlicaL* 

Si les deux parties parvten- 
nent a trouver un compromise 
la suite de cette rdunion de 
Bruxelles, un demier examen 
par le Conseil de 1'Europe et par 
le conseil jordanien des mi- 


peens ont demanae a ia joraa- « . . . 

nie la tiste des produits agri- ' mstres permettra c 


w ^- 

Vous voulez ecrire en fran9ais? 

Alors n’h6sitez-pas a collaborer 
a la redaction du Jourdain. 

Que vous soyez passionne d’economie, 
de politique, de fails de societe ou de 
culture, vos articles nous interessent. 

Pour tout renseignement, contartez 

Olivier Bras au Star an 645 380 / 652 38a 


■ - • i/agei\da frax^ais d'Ambian 'f 

Cinema 

D^but d'un cycle <«PoIar«> consacr^ aux films poliders. 

Le 3 fevrier h 20H30 au Centre culturel francaiS/Pour la 
peau d’un flic.. 

Exposition 

«L7nsfifwf du monde arabe» , jusqu'au 2 fevrier. Le Cen¬ 
tre culturel franqais vous propose de ddcouvrir cet en- 
droit cre4 pour assurer une meiileure diffusion de la cul¬ 
ture arabe en Europe. 


JfPJitC 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 66102 V7 

American Centre Librarj.820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute....641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanishl.. 610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Arts Centre.665195 

Y.w.C.A... 641793 

Y-WM-A.664251 

LTarat ai Funun...643252 

Alia An Gallery ..639303 

Baladna Art Gallery .-.657132 

Nahil Al Mashim The:-"re..'675571 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre. 625155 


Coneord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.1W9238 

Philadelphia Cinema.63-1144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports Cilv.667181/5 

Orthodox Club.,*.810491 

Rovai Automobi le Club.81541U 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■ Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library...636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R.S.C.N.837931/837937 



^ k *-\f. I 



To bock your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the ■ 
of SAFEWAY Bldg.. CSHNANA Center - Jabal AJhussien & DOWNTOWN cal! 6803S7 


Government Depts. 


..641211 


60S 1Kh I 

Amman Greater Municipality.... 

... 636111 

MuniiioaUtiCs & Environment.. 

M j .tq? | 

Agriculture. 

....6S6151 

Parl:amema/v Allan v. 

...641211 S 

A'xqaf A; Mamie Affair*. 

.... 66M41 

Planning . 

. .044406 | 

Culture ! Jabal Amman. 

... #>363 l *l 

Pom & Communications. 

.... u24?UI g 

Education 4: Higher Education . 

... 06 MJK 1 

Public Health . 

... b65l?l | 

Erjcfff* 4: Mineral Resources.. 

.. KI5M5 

Public Works ^ Housing . 

608481 I 

Finance .. 

.. 636321 

Social Development . 

....673191 f 

Foreign Affairs. 

... 644361 

Supplier . 

.. 602121 1 

Indusirv k Trade . ...... . 

... trf»3Wt 

Tourism X Antiquities. 

M23U I 

Information . 

. 04140" 

Transport . 

...641461 k 

In«en.*f Mimdn . 

. hft.MII 

Water & Irrigation.. 

... 680100 j 

Justice . 

... 663101 

YouthUniversity . 

.. 604701 1 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian ....“ . 673246/7 

Austrian.W4615 

Bahraini. 664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Ccmsulatc 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German.689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian-.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian.828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian. 638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.. 637967/625! 65 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy.644932/4 

Omani'.. 686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines . 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian. 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.....86I542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Svrian . 641076 

Taiwan..!. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish .-.641251 

U.A.E. 643347/64334! 

United Kingdom.„.... 823100 

United Slates.:.S20101 

Yemen...642381 

EEC Delegation... 668191 

ESCWA. 694351/8 

ICRC .. 688645 

UN DP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF... 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adiia Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 i 

Acromcxico.694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Ait India .688301/2 

Air Lanka . 682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Airyemen).653691 

American West Airlines.694802 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines _ 630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.-.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines. 640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.....676177 

Sudan Airlines...694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

US Air.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian. 637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenis Airways.628175 

i Queen Alia Airport.... (08) 53200 
j RJ Flight Info.108) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al-Cazar.. 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel..316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int'l.312426 

Miramar.314340 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621M I 

Civil Defence H.Q. 19M198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.I9y 

Blond Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.7H7111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maicrnilv.642441/2 

AI-AhJi. Ahdali.6641/4/0 

Al-Bushir. A*hrafieh....?75l 11/26 

Al-Muushcr Hospital.067227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.KM I o 11 /15 

Hussein Medical Centre. .813813 

Italian- Al-Muha jrecn.777IOI/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khalcdi Maiemily.. 6442KI/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Mamie. Ahdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity ComplainLs.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.8y6390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info. 750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 




Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge ! 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 

' Msecs $L 7*L S521c5 

SvciE'd C *;;**■: 


1 


SINESS 



HI 



fi- Coinfort 

i^ r _ Hotel Suites 

Luxury Tel 

_® Comfort ~ 

§ Service 
l.® Location 7 

In the of j 2 
Sweifyieh ; ; 

THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


Ammon 


SHIPPtWC A TRANSPORT 


uef- (4* JtanJle it 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 




CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room ..I 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen i 






m ,_i. •> , >$■. _ —,. 

m " * . C : 

h .' T. . •('. 




Fully Serviced Suites 

A/C In Grand 


Ct 

Beautv Institute 


O Facial.': 

O Body skin treatment 
O Make-up 

O European manicures A 
padicun-s 


-Hut 

U»rlc*si No/. ’.'h/.ir. 

“ Pizza Hut o ffers our 
beloved children a Free 
Evening Gift with 
every kid's meal" 
“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at Pizza Hu: " 


{ . S - T 

■ i!> 4 *ra! c. «!■«•■{ 


True Vacations come to 
five in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel ihe secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
i magi nation 

Tel:314131/2. 



^ ^'■rzrec/J: 

Make Car 

Rental Simple 


Shr.eixsiti 

7c:: 



I Main Villas Ji. Apartemcnis 
J Fumishe J and Unfurnished for 

i Rent it Sale 

for more information please 
call 

( ; V _. v. .. 

i Tel. 81(1605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. S10520 
Ahdoun. Almiiuhtasch Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 
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We save you more 

A 
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:lassifieds 


vx-ial survey 


space . 


se in m 
ll us at 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 


Funny Bunny 


Funny Bunny 


THE BIGGEST 
W THE MOST 
/ DELICIOUS 

^ AND CERTAINLY 
n THE BEST 
L I HUM BERGER IN 
IV, TOWN 

A v. Burger. Roast, 
l Chicken 

. Mmadinjh Miniuij^jrjh M. 


NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 


RsfSgaJS! 




The first & best 
Chinese Resteant 

in Jordan 

ist Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
TaEce away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 




! v y'; t I : m . 1 , 





Walid Jarrar Co. 




The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

i rHNh-IN.TVKK AW \> XPHJWKV i 
Mecca M. Jah'r Trade Center 


The most ddictoos 
Arabic Sweets 


All types of Bread 


Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle.Tel. B200W 
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i» 

*• 
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* Professional Drycleaning 
•Shoes Repair 
*Damutg 
^Engraving . 

. *Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al-Jaber& Housing Bank. Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947& 821656 



carriage carriage 


.A 


T a cA c a r r I AGE ^ Rent a Car 




CAF 


The German s 

Boutiaues Kcremr.:-. 




JC6ffhJWRD 8.ERN.D BERfi 

wilUs Y1VENTY 


.out*: now 

J 


BIG SIZES 1JJLMU.I 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 




if \s i 



S Wasfi Al- Tal St 

TeI: 695180 
Fax = 682525 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Hot all “ cafe's “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


we offer:- 7 

❖ Computerized Engine Check 4- Electro Mechanical car check ^ 

❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services 4* wheel balance maintanance * ——-—’ 

❖ Oil Change \ S.Aii.i.vjrM 

Wasfi AI-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 ^ 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 




AU Shmeisani, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg . Tel.: 698005 
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Suggesting a publicly owned Internet connection: 

More Bandwidth please! 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 


IF THE Internet is a wide rush¬ 
ing river. Jordan only gets a 
small stream of it: Jordan has 
so far been deprived of News- 
groups—die Internet's second 
most valued service after 
Email—because of its limited 
bandwidth to the Internet. 

Furthermore, up to date, 
there isn't one single 
Internet web server in Jor¬ 
dan because “http" 
requests from outside Jor¬ 
dan (visits to the web 
pages) would clog the lim¬ 
ited bandwidth with 
which the server would be 
connected to the Internet. 
Subscription rates are 
high because. among 
other things, the cost of 
leased line capacity 
between Jordan's Internet 
servers and the ones out¬ 
side are '■erv high. To bel¬ 
ter understand the situa¬ 
tion a full picture must 
drawn: 

Jordan has to date three 
Internet services, the two com¬ 
mercial ones are Global One/ 
Sprint Jordan and NETS, while 
the third is a government ser¬ 
vice owned by the National 
Information Center»NIC). Glo¬ 
bal Onc/Sprint Jordan and 
NETS serve the commercial 
and home sectors with a com¬ 
bined subscribers base of more 
than 4000 users. 

The NIC caters to providing 
Internet access for government 
agencies and has so far con¬ 
nected much of Jordan's public 
institutions and departments. 

So far so good, yet what is 
startling to many, especially 
those with an understanding of 
the Internet's Jargon, is the fact 
that the combined leased line 


bandwidth of these three serv¬ 
ers—which connect a country 
of four million—doesn't 
exceed 2S6 kbps. One can just 
compare this with the T3 con¬ 
nection that any small company 
can get in the US which pro¬ 
vides a bandwidth of 45 
mbps—more than 240 times 
the capacity of the whole of 
Jordan—to see how disma! the 
situation is. The small band¬ 
width. results in slower web 



be 


browsing, unavailability of 
Newsgroups. It drains hard cur¬ 
rency by hosting Jordanian web 
pages on servers outside the 
country. 

It is unrealistic to assume 
that Jordan's commercial ser¬ 
vices can upgrade their band¬ 
width to one comparable with a 
T3 connection for the simple 
reason of financial feasibility. 

With leased line charges as 
high as they are. commercial 
companies can't afford them 
without relaying these .costs to 
their customers and thus effec¬ 
tively pricing themselves out of 
the market. Therefore, the rem¬ 
edy probably lies in govern¬ 
ment action, in cooperation 
with the experienced and dedi¬ 
cated staff at the NIC. 

The government, which is 
surely interested in increasing 


Jordan's transfer of technology, 
should embark on providing 
Jordan with a publicly owned 
high capacity bandwidth to the 
Internet of. say. 2 mbps or even 
45 mbps- In obtaining this high 
capacity bandwidth, our gov¬ 
ernment can easily exercise its 
regulating might and obtain 
concession rales form Jordan’s 
Telecommunications Corpora¬ 
tion (JTC). The government can 
entrust the management of this 
high capacity leased line 
and its Internet servers to 
the experienced staff in the 
NIC. 

The financial feasibility 
of such a project can be 
readily identified: the gov¬ 
ernment shouldn't compete 
with the private sector in 
offering Internet services to 
end users but should just 
lease bandwidth to private 
Internet companies to set 
up their own servers. 

This would result in 
opening (he market for 


more ISPs as bandwidth to the 
Internet becomes readily availa¬ 
ble and reasonably priced, 
which would increase the Inter¬ 
net use among the population: 
including the use of the so far 
unavailable Newsgroups as well 
as creating quality jobs in the 
Internet business* sector. Fur¬ 
thermore. web page design and 
hosting services would flourish 
in Jordan and would result in 
Jordan attracting revenues from 
other countries for hosting web 
pages. This publicly owned 
bandwidth to the Internet would 
eventually become a revenue 
generator for the government as 
more Internet companies are 
established, paying for band¬ 
width used. As for the initial 
cost of setting up the project, 
the government can issue bonds 
in Jordanian Dinars to raise the 


Power up your notebook for more hours , without re-charging: 

New batteries keep you running 


•5* K 


NEW BATTERIES technolo¬ 
gies that let notebook PCs run 
longer without a recharge 
may soon make the transition 
from the laboratory fn com¬ 
mercial products. 

However, note-book manu¬ 
facturers. wishing to avoid 
such problems as battery 
overheating, remain cautious 
and say they will incorporate 
these new technologies only 
after careful evaluation. 

One technology, lithium 
metal polyncr. offers the pos¬ 
sibility of high energy density 
(perhaps as much as double 
that of today's lithium ioni. 

But lithium in its metallic 
form in u rechargeable bat¬ 
tery poses safety risks. Alter 
repeated charging, the battery 
can shon-circuiL internally. 
Vendors are anxious to avoid 
the bad press and poor cus¬ 
tomer relations related to 
notebooks which overheat or 
catch fire. 

A more promising technol¬ 
ogy. from Ultra life Batteries. 


which may ship in commercial 
products later this year uses 
both a solid-state electrolyte 
and a lithium-ion chemistry'. 

Ultralife officials say its 
bjtiery has a high duly cycle 
(up to 1.200 recharge cycles, 
compared to about 500 for 
nickel metal hydride) 3nd 
high energy density (com¬ 
parable to today's lithium 
ion with liquid 
electrolyte). 

The battery's solid- 
state electrolyte allows 
design flexibility /bat¬ 
teries can be made in 
ultralhin rectangu¬ 
lar shapes/ 
and u high 
degree of 
safety 
uhe solid 
electrolyte 
cannot 
leak). 

Meanwhile. AER 
Energy Resources says it will 
soon release to computer 
manufacturers the first proto¬ 


type of its zinc-air battery 
that can run a full-size note¬ 
book up to 12 hours between 
charges. 

Previous versions of the 
company's zinc-air batteries, 
such as the PowerPro for cer¬ 
tain Toshiba notebooks, 
weighted 4-5 pounds. 

But AER says the 
new ver- 
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sion. 
thanks to 
a second 
air elec¬ 
trode that 
doubles 
the surface 
area for the 
battery’s 
chemical 
reaction, 
will weigh 
only i.S 
pounds. 
Commercial 
products based on the 
- new prototype might ship 
sometime in 1997. the com¬ 
pany says.■ 


News update 


American Computer 
Show 97 


• Look out for the biggest 
computer event in Uic first half 
of the year, the American Com¬ 
puter Show 97 organized by 
the American Embassy in 
Amman. 

It is scheduled for 13 March. 
1997. and will run until 15 
March. 

Last year, o^cr thirty Jorda¬ 
nian companies showcased 
their American computer prod¬ 
ucts and services. 

This year, it looks like this 
success will be repeated and 


expanded. For further informa¬ 
tion on the American Com¬ 
puter Show, contact Ms Muna 
Farkouh at the American 
Embassy's Commercial Sec¬ 
tion on telephone 820101. 


US Peace Corps in Jordan 
connects its email svstem 
via NETS 


• One of the latest domain 
names under the ''jo" lop level 
domain is US Peace Corps 
which was recently registered 
under the ''peacecorpj5.org.jo~ 
domain name. 

US Peace Corps, a United 


States government . ageru^, 
works to promote cooperation 
between the USA and different 
countries. 

It provides American exper¬ 
tise to needed development pro¬ 
jects. US Peace Corps con¬ 
nected its Quickmait email 
system through a UUCP 
account offered by NETS. 

This allows for a specific 
domain name and offers unlim¬ 
ited connection times and email 
messages on a flat fee basis. 
Most commercial email pack¬ 
ages such as CCtmafl. Quick- 
mail and First Class support 
UUCP connections. 


Technical support people speak 

Supporting the 

amidst 

on skilled technical supp^posoi^. ror 
oerson to succeed in the Jordanian maricet. 

Kta of skills mostof which actually have Sale 

"VaSlnterpeisonal skills and die 
attitudes that under-value s^cc arewtiy ^ 

SsSS I know io cbe conmmnty* 

that he is one of the most capable . - ■ 

I sooke to him, in order to convey *the other-sroe %o . 
ere. aswe normally only hear user compJ 
change it would be interesting to see it torn ■ 
ball*. “I don't know why users keep on saying that aflerjaigj&f 
port is terrible. If they work with a comp^thatapp^^^ti 
meaning of client service, they 
course, that comes at a price." said the technical support 
This view is quite true, as most Jordanian users complain : 
the lack of proper technical support, but are not willing to j. 
minimum fee to a respectable company for ^“££2^1=* 
desire. Basically, Jordanian customers want toe best supportj| 
low price. Nowhere in the world is this possible. Not evia rh;Jp 
dan'stight-belteconomy. _ _ " 

Commenting on user attitudes. Mr Support affirme d the 
nature of users, only after their problem is sol ved, pet ore ) 
problem is taken care of users are sometimes apprehensive, 
annoyed, taking it out wrongly on the support tnateJtoSCML 
these cases, it is a pleasure to fund out that the protdcoMi 
ii yturyri by the user's mistake in handling toe corraxJt£& Tw 
when their smirk changes into an embarrassed smile. ’ 
Obviously, when a user is dealing with a su pport to ^Luufrt gt 
expects complete answers to all problems, regardless Ovtip 
nature. Accordingly, hadware support people are wcU-traa^dt 
tamriift soft w are-related problems. Of course^ a large Trontotfcti 
technical support people specialize in software support, 
those who are masters of both words—software and 


necessary capital and buy ail 
needed equipment from local 
Jordanian companies in Jorda¬ 
nian Dinars, which would rein- 
vigoraie Jordan's technology 
sector, by increasing toe 
demand through this approach 
of borrowing and investing. 

With the bonds denominated 
in Jordanian Dinars and raised 
locally, no extra burden would 
be added lo Jordan's external 
foreign debts. A small sugges¬ 
tion in front of our cabinet 
which promised us a white rev¬ 
olution. So. when will the 
bonds be issued? 

email: 

Abbassi (S’ NETS.COM JO. 


Easy processor upgrades to 
Pentium, with ‘Make-it’ ... 


THE MAKE-IT 586 allows 
you lo easily upgrade to 586/ 
Pentium performance. It 
will quadruple the speed of 
the current SX/DX 16/20/25/ 
33 MHz processors or triple 
the speed of a 4Q\IHz PC. 
This upgrade combines a 
133MHZ processor with the 
latest caching technology for 
the highest performances 
available. The Make-it SK6 



shnplv pushes into any 486 processor socket. It doesn’t 
require the 586 OverDrive socket. So far, Make-it processor 
upgrades don't seem to be available in Jordan. For mor e 
information on them, contact Tedmomastic in the. United 
■Kingdom on telephone ++ 44 0990 559944. ■ 


. ■> r 

are rare. ■'"ci 

Among the interesting incidents, that somewhat resem ble,: 
difficulties that support personnel face with cHen£s, Mr_ Sup 
said, “Once. I received a call from a client who was furious 


bis keyboard wasn’t working. Apparently, he knew very 
about computing! When I arrived, it turned out that he- haan?t.^ 
plugged toe keyboard cable into his computer!” 

“Many problems I encounter are a result of misuse. ornoC roPj 
lowing instructions properly. A common problem .is. fo wfejaej* 
ctHts, doe to plu mping in or removing peripherals while the power- 
is on. Also. I face a lot of hard disk future problems, moafy^ne 
to the lar k of understanding am ong users that hard disks ieqtato 
continued maintenance to offer reliable storage.” added Mr Supr 
port. In spite of some harsh comments which Mr SupportmaSes 
about customers, be affirmed that his prime motive, is ‘service,’ 

and consideration. “At the end of the day, there's nothing as Satis¬ 


fying as so bring a technical poblem arid seeing relieved custom¬ 
ers. That's where my professional pleasure lies!” be concluded! 


LA, 1 kldl * Wllbiu Uljr UtMt 

On that note Mr Support rushed off to answer a seryictr-datt' 
There’s another user in distress to. be saved. 1‘don’t knoW atiouU 
you. but l think we all owe people like Mr Support somethm&s,-' 
at least once in a while. A smik and a wring of thanks adnaDy gd^, 
a long way. Let's all try to remember that next time we’re dealings 
with our technical support service people. ■ 


A cool customer in hot Australia 



By Bud Collins 

LA Times-Wasingion Post 
News Sen-ice 


MELBOURNE—Heat. That 
was the theme of the Australian 
Open, concluded with a flaming 
youth named Hingis and 3 
flame-throwing server named 
Sampras as the only tennis 
players of 1997 with a shot at a 
Grand Slam. 

One-hundred-plus-degree tem¬ 
peratures are nothing new at the 
Aussie, toe leadoff of toe four 
major tournaments that consti¬ 
tute a Grand Slam, the others 
being the French and US Opens 
and Wimbledon. 

“I was burning up. ; My brain 
was scrambled eggs." com¬ 
plained toe 1995 1 champion, 
Boris Becker, after he was upset 
in the first round by hot-handed 
Carlos Moya, a Spaniard who 
startlingly reached the tide 
match. 

Chimed in Pete Sampras, toe 
men's champion. “My feet were 
on fire. I’ve never felt so 
uncomfortable. But it is 
Australia. 1 ’ 

The competitive heat • that 
razed the women’s tournament 
began to be felt on the sixth d3y, 
when a skinny 23-year-old Bel¬ 
gian, No. 43 Dominique 
Monami van Roost knocked off 
No. 2 Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 

Sanchez Vicario has been off 
her game for six months. Still, 
Van Roost started something. 


Within 24 hours, four-time 
champion Steffi Graf, third- 
seeded Conchita Martinez. 1996 
runner-up Ante Huber and sev¬ 
enth-seeded Lindsay Davenport 
were gone in probably toe 

? [uickest decimation of the 
emale elite ever to afflict a 
major championship. 

Torching them were lightly 
regarded Amanda Coetzer, 
Sabine Appeimans, Mary Pierce 
and Kimberly Po.- 
Either women’s tennis was in 
ruins, or it was a welcome, 
attractive sign of rebirth. Was 
there a sneakered. mini skirled 
phoenix to wing it from the 
ashes? 

■Indeed. Flying From the 
charred wreckage into toe 
record books was another prod¬ 
igy, christened Martina—after 
Navratilova—Maria Hingisova 
16 years 3 months ago in a Slo¬ 
vakian city called Kosice; 

Martina Hingis, as we know 
her now, bridled toe 1995 
champion. Pierce, Saturday 
with a fusillade of imaginative 
variety. 

She doesn’t remember the 
day her father amputated half 
the handle of a wooden adult 
racket and handed her a sort of 
sawed-off shotgun. She was 2 
1 / 2 . 

But Karol Hingis, a coach 
who still operates a small tennis 
club in Kosice, recalls it welL 
“We would play together a 
small court game with toe ser¬ 


vice line as baseline.” he told 
a Melbourne friend over the 
phone. ‘'Martina was hitting 
incredible angles almost right 
away." 

Papa, never mentioned 
either by his former wife. 
Melanie, or Martina, wept in 
joy and sadness while he 
watched the TV screen in his 
home at 4:30 am Saturday. 

As his kid belted a winning 
forehand on match point, he 
wondered if be would ever 
see her play in person again. 
Barely getting by on 53,000 a 
year, he has no spare change 
for airline tickets. 

The kid left with $522,879 
tn prize money—$89,876 of 
it her share of the doubles vic¬ 
tory—topping toe $463,000 
take of Sampras, who dis¬ 
dained doubles. 

There is no him from 
mama that anyone other than 
she nurtured Martina’s tennis 
career, but she has done well 
in bringing Martina along, 
refining a gem. 

The new women's cham¬ 
pion isn’t overworked and 
does seem broader in her 
interests than most tennis 
tykes. She is natural, joyful and 
composed, with a good sense of 
humor. 

Martina and Melanie both got 
a giggle out of Martina's being 

thrown while horseback riding 
the ocher day. 

“It was good for me, shook 
me up,” Martina says. “I wasn’t 



concentrating, paying attention.' 
It showed me 1 have 10 do that 
all toe time. You know toe 
horse’s name? Magic Girt," 
beamed the two-legged magic 
girl. 

Court wise beyond her years, 
Hingis became the champion in 
a nonchalant yet thoughtful 59- 


minute demolition of Pierce. 

Thus she joined Maureen 
Connolly. Tracy Austin and the 
absent Monica Seles in the 
select society of those who have 
won majors at 16. Hingis, rising 
to No. 2 behind Graf, is the 
youngest. undercutting Seles by 
three months. ■ 
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LISBON—The historic meet¬ 
ing of All-Star teams from 
Europe and Africa provided a 
fascinating spectacle yesterday 
at Benfica's Stadium of Light. 

The Europeans, selected by 
Rinus Michels of the Nether¬ 
lands and Bern Vogts of Ger¬ 
many, have a 17-man squad 
which contains four players 
who were among Germany’s 
Euro 96 winners, including 
captain Juergen Klinsmann as 
well as Dutch twins Ronald 
and Frank de Boer of Ajax, 
and Zvonimir Boban, AC 
Milan’s highly-talented Croa¬ 
tian midfielder. 

The African All-Stars 18- 
man squad, selected by Rabah 
Madjer of Algeria and Maw- 
ade Wade of Senegal, includes 
four of Nigeria's Olympic 
gold-medal winning squad and 
rwo of South Africa's African 
championship winning squad. 

Benftca has players in both 
squads, with Portugal’s Joao 
Pinto in the European camp 
and Paulo Antonio of Angola 
in the African. 

Most of toe African squad 
plays in Europe, and the 


Nigeria’s coach fired 
for ‘gross misconduct 
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LAGOS—Nigeria's soccer 

authorities sacked national 
team coach Amodu Shaibu. 
who was suspended indefinitely 
over the weekend, officials said 
Monday. 

'The Nigeria Football Asso¬ 
ciation (NFA) has sacked 
Amodu Shaibu for gross mis¬ 
conduct, insubordination and 
ro&king embarrassing remarks 
about its activities and the per¬ 
son of the sports minister," 
NFA spokesman Austin 
Mgbolu told reporters. 

Shaibu was suspended at the 
weekend on the orders of sports 
minister Jim Nwobodo. 

Mgbolu said the dismissal 
took immediate effect and 
superseded the suspension 


order, adding “We are not yet 
considering naming another 
local coach to replace Shaibu." 
The relationship between 
Shaibu and the sports authori¬ 
ties has not been smooth since 
October when he was told to 
take temporary charge of the 
national team while a perma¬ 
nent replacement was sought 
for former manager Jo 
Bonfrere. 

The Dutchman quit the job 
in October alleging poor treat¬ 
ment and interference in his 
duties by the sports authorities. 

Shaibu said in a television 
interview last week that "the 
NFA and sports ministry offi¬ 
cials are not telling the truth 
about soccer matters in 


Nigeria." 

The interview followed fans’ 
criticisms of his handling of the 
team after it drew 1-1 with 
Kenya in Nairobi two weeks 
ago in a World Cup qualifier 

that it hod been expected to 
win. 

The draw placed toe Olym¬ 
pic champions into second 
position behind Guinea in a 
World Cup group of four teams 
from which one will qualify for 
the finals in France next year. 

Local newspapers, reported 
on Monday that Shaibu had 
said the sports authorities were 
not supporting him but would 
be ready to do so if a foreigner 
were in charge of the team. ■ 
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match, being staged as part of 
toe European Community's 
“European Year Against 
Racism.” is also part of a 
wider plan to build better soc¬ 
cer ties between the two 
continents. 

UEFA, European soccer’s 
ruling body, and CAF, its Afri¬ 
can counterpart, will also be 
holding their first-ever joint- 
executive meeting in Lisbon 
and, according to a UEFA 
spokesman, the whole initative 
“will mark a new era in the 
relationship between the Afri¬ 
can Football Confederation 
and UEFA.” 

UEFA spokesman Graham 
Turner also said on Tuesday 
the venue of Benfica’s impres¬ 
sive Stadium of Light was a 
deliberate choice serving to 
recognize the enormous contri¬ 
bution that Benfica's greatest- 
ever player Eusebio made to 
European soccer. 

Eusebio was born in 
Mozambique, but his arrival at 
Benfica in the early 1960s her¬ 
alded the club’s most success¬ 
ful era when they won the 
European Cup in 1961 and 
1962. 

“There is no better link 
between Europe and Africa 
than Eusebio," be added. 

Michels and Wade told a 
joint news conference in Lis¬ 
bon on Tuesday that they 
would use all their players dur¬ 
ing the game. “Everybody 
must participate as much as 
possible." said Michels. 

Because the intention is to 
give everybody a game, both 
teams will be allowed two re¬ 
substitutions—the sending 

back on of a player previously 
substituted—in the event of 
second-half injuries. 

While many of the world’s 
top players are involved, there 
are no English players in the 
European squad as the Premier 
League has a foil programme 
of matches Qn Wednesday 
mghL No players with eastern 
European clubs are involved 
either due to their 
break. 
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On Friday, as a continuing 
rt of the anti-racism initia- 


from each continent gets 
way. , 

Squads Europe: _ 

Goalkeepers: Stanisi&fP'^ 

Cherchesov (Tirol Jnnsbrnck^;. 
and Russia), Edwin van d& 

Sar (Ajax and Netherlands) 
Defenders: Frank de Boer 
(Ajax and Netherlands), Ste£^£ 
phane Hencboz (Hamburg antTjS; 
Switzerland), Juergen Kohler’- tC' 
(Borussia Dortmund and Ger-^^' 
many), Matthias Sammof&r.; 
(Borussia Dortmund and Ger- ^- 
many ), Paulinho Santos (Porto 
and Portugal). >-£-• 

Midfielders: Zvonimir 

Boban (AC Milan and Croa¬ 
tia), Rui Costa fFiorentina and - *. 
Portugal), Ronald de Boer ' M- 
(Ajax and Netherlands), Vin- l u¬ 
cent Guerin (Paris St Germain 
and France), Andreas Moeller w 
(Borussia Dortmund and Ger-. -??Vr 
many), Pavel Nedved (Lazfo*^. 
and Czech Republic) 

Forwards: Pierluigi CasintlV-lv? 
ghi (Lazio and Italy). Juergen^ 
Klinsmann (Bayern MunicriO^f 
and Germany), Joao Pinto 7^ 
(Benfica and ; POrtogalk';^ 
Domingos Oliveira (Porto aixfcivwi 
Portugal). . ;>?*vv 

Africa: ' ; 

Goalkeepers: Baruwa Abiq^S:^ 
dun (Shooting Stars and Nig&^-T 
ria), Andre Arense (Cage?-^- 
Town Spurs and South African's 
Defenders: Frank Amankwr'-t 
(Gutersloh and Ghana), Marif^; 
Rsh (Lazio and South Africa^J^' 
Yasser Radwan (Haasa "Rofe&w- 
tock and Egypt), Taribo W«p?4-- 
(Auxeanre and Nigeria), Tahaf^-Kv- 
El Khalei (Benfica, Morocco)!'. 

Midfielders: Paulo Aaopr^ZA-K 
(Benfica and Angola), Mustek 
pha Hadji (Sporting Club antfcv&U 
Morocco), Sunday OHseh.^v7‘ 
(Cologne and Nigeria), Abetff^r- 
Pele (Munich i860 and>>-;. 

Ghana), Hajry Redouaraa-^TT-. 
(Farense and Morocco^ ^ 
Moussa Saib (Anxerre and ^ 
Algeria). • T-X- 

Forwards: Tijani BabariT??' 
g*da (Ajax and Nigeria),^^ 
Ahmed OuaUara (Sporting^;-: 
Club and Ivory Coast), Souley- ;^ 
mane Sane (Lausanne ' 

J“egal). Chico Conde (Seto- 
Mozambique), .Jean? JR; 
Jacques Misse-Misse (Spoifr^^fc 
'ng, Cameroon). ■ 
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